Am I the only one from California on this list?

g

93 Gwendolyn, 
 

I will begin by saying what a lovely name that is - very medieval! Hopefully this will cover up my faux pas in some way.
 

No offence intended. It was silly of me to to condemn California in this way. Accept my apologies in a blathering kind of Hugh Grant "Englishman abroad" way. The cows here have foot and mouth disease - I have foot in mouth disease.
 

 ...Then again you did give us "surf-music". 
 

And Hollywood. 
 

And you voted for Arnold as Governor...hey, what am I apologizing for! I take it back.
 

As Bill Hicks said; "The beach isn't my enviroment. Maybe I'm just jealous - they all have tanned skin & white teeth. I've got white skin & tanned teeth".
 

93 93/93.
 

Rob.
lol...
Q. How many Californians does it take to screw in a light bulb?
A. Five, one to actually screw in the light bulb and four to share in the experience.
:-)
93
Of course, being from NJ, I'll be fair:
Q. Why are New Yorkers so angry?
A. Because they know the light at the end of the tunnel is NJ.
93
Rob: 93.

Let me stop reading about obeahs & wangas and finding

four other people (hi Paul! i'm in san carlos) to

share this experience with to say ... no offense taken

(since i have black skin & tan teeth).

I promise not to listen to the beach boys too loudly.

But know that I'm only drowning out the english lady

having hot sex in #17 (the walls are paper thin here).

gwendolyn

93.
 

Apologies to Paul in California too of course - but we all have to live somewhere...on the other hand;
 

California Quotations

Edward Abbey: 

There is science, logic, reason; there is thought verified by experience. And then there is California.

Frank Lloyd Wright: 

Tip the world over on its side and everything loose will land in Los Angeles.

Fred Allen: 

California is a fine place to live—if you happen to be an orange.

Ross MacDonald: 

Nothing is wrong with Southern California that a rise in the ocean level wouldn't cure.

*************************************************************
The fact I had this in my "Favourites" should tell you something. I will be very disappointed if I do not recieve some insults back.
I leave you with a poem by our best mystical poet - Crowley of course contends. It demonstrates the cheery disposition we are so famous for.
London by William Blake. 
I wandered through each chartered street,
Near where the chartered Thames does flow,
And mark in every face I meet,
Marks of weakness, marks of woe. 

In every cry of every man,
In every infant's cry of fear,
In every voice, in every ban,
The mind-forged manacles I hear: 

How the chimney-sweeper's cry
Every blackening church appals,
And the hapless soldier's sigh
Runs in blood down palace-walls. 

But most, through midnight streets I hear
How the youthful harlot's curse
Blasts the new-born infant's tear,
And blights with plagues the marriage-hearse. 

93 93/93.
Rob.
93 Gwendolyn,
 

I was just talking to a mentor and friend today re. Obeah & Wanga as it happens, as Vouden and related matters are a particular part of our Order. Brief snippet perhaps:
 

"...the obeah and the wanga...these he shall learn and teach. He must teach; but he may make severe the ordeals." (Al, II: 37&38)
 

So organisation of this is positively called for. And evidently candidates are to beware! - as the tests may be strong. (Note He=Binah - as one possibility. 'He' the Mother must teach  - as a Mother teaches a babe of life - also Binah is on the Pillar of Severity.) Note well, the next verse proclaims the Law and the one following proclaims Thelemites and the Three Grades...
 

There is no excuse for listening to "surf music". "...the English lady having hot sex..." now I know you're making it up! As Lord Byron said of this Island: 
 

But here our climate is so rigid,
That love itself is rather frigid:
Think on our chilly situation,
And curb this rage for imitation.
 

Of course different where I'm concerned - naturally - but mostly the only hot they get here is the "hot death" Runar talks of. Cool!
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Rob.
93 Rob.

now, why would i make that up?

Number #7 and I were talking one evening and told me

that at 4am one morning she could hear all the sounds

and sweaty details coming (um) from some unknown

apartment. Who walks by but Ms #17 who politely

blushes (but seems totally unconcerned) when we all

discover the source of this uninhibited joy.

I heard my version a week later. You're right, there

is no excuse for surf music because if you're

listening to it at 2am in the morning (with your

walkman & headphones) the cops bang on your door &

tell you to keep it quiet.

completely puzzled by life's inbalance. (there's a

moral here, i know it).

gwendolyn

Hi Rob,

93

 

No apologies necessary; I find the quotations you posted hilarious, and of course I have found a few of my own to return the favor:

 

In England we have come to rely upon a comfortable time-lag of fifty years or a century intervening between the perception that something ought to be done and a serious attempt to do it. 
-- H. G. Wells
 

"I like the English. They have the most rigid code of immorality in the world." 
-- Malcolm Bradbury.

 

Britain is the only country in the world where the food is more dangerous than the sex.
-- Jackie Mason

 

Anyone who has been to an English public school will feel comparatively at home in prison.
--  Evelyn Waugh

 

But I also particularly enjoy Bill Hicks::

 

· I was over in Australia and everyone's like ‘Are you proud to be an American?’ And I was like, ‘Um, I don’t know, I didn’t have a lot to do with it. You know, my parents fucked there, that’s about all. You know, I was in the spirit realm at that time, going ‘FUCK IN PARIS! FUCK IN PARIS!’ but they couldn’t hear me, because I didn’t have a mouth. I was a spirit without lungs or a mouth, or vocal cords. They fucked here. Okay, I’m proud.’ 

· I'll show you politics in America. Here it is, right here. 'I think the puppet on the right shares my beliefs.' 'I think the puppet on the left is more to my liking.' 'Hey, wait a minute, there's one guy holding out both puppets!' 
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Paul David Thomas

rotflmao....

I was over in Australia and everyone's like _Are you

proud to be an American?_ And I was like, _Um, I don_t

know, I didn_t have a lot to do with it. You know, my

parents fucked there, that_s about all. You know, I

was in the spirit realm at that time, going _FUCK IN

PARIS! FUCK IN PARIS!_ but they couldn_t hear me,

because I didn_t have a mouth. I was a spirit without

lungs or a mouth, or vocal cords. They fucked here.

Okay, I_m proud.

G

lol...I was yelling...fuck a rich man...but that didn't work either...and I'm not proud to be a peasant.

"They keep you doped with religion and sex and tv

And you think you're so clever and classless and free

But you're still fuckin' peasants as far as I can see.

John Lennon

93

pj

93

Another fav' by Mr. Hicks:

Go back to bed, America, your government has figured out how it all

transpired, go back to bed America, your goverment is in control again.

Here, here's American Gladiators. Watch this, shut up, go back to bed

America, here is American Gladiators, here is 56 channels of it! Watch

these pituitary retards bang their fucking skulls together and

congratulate you on living in the land of freedom. Here you go America -

you are free to do what we tell you! You are free to do what we tell

you!

93/93

Paul David Thomas

93 Paul,
 

Well anything by Saint Bill is good for me. Real pity he's not about now - he'd have a field day. As he said "Why do Creationists always look so unevolved?" One of my favourites is "When people flip out why do they always think they're the Devil - or Jesus? Why not the Buddha?" A lesson for "Beasts" everywhere! So let's hope he doesn't rest up for too long - if that's not too selfish.
 

Like the Wells saying - here are some close to the bone:
 

The English are not very spiritual people, so they invented cricket to give them some idea of eternity. 

George Bernard Shaw 
 

An Englishman, even if he is alone, forms an orderly queue of one. 
-- George Mikes (How To Be An Alien, 1946) 
 

The English find ill-health not only interesting but respectable and often experience death in the effort to avoid a fuss.
- - - Pamela Frankau 
The English never smash in a face. They merely refrain from asking it to dinner.
- - - Margaret Halsey 
If an Englishman gets run down by a truck he apologizes to the truck.
- - - Jackie Mason 
Continental people have sex lives; the English have hot-water bottles. 
- - - George Mikes 
An Englishman thinks he is moral when he is only uncomfortable.
- - - George Bernard Shaw 
Enough already - end on a high I think.
Bind her, grind her, burn her with fire, Cast her ashes into the sea,-- She shall escape, she shall aspire, She shall arise to make men free; She shall arise in a sacred scorn, Lighting the lives that are yet unborn, Spirit supernal, splendor eternal, England! 
Author: Helen Gray Cone
Hoorah!
(Echoes of AL,III: 34? - perhaps.)
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Rob.
Hi Robert,

93

 

Reading the commentary to AL III:34 I can’t help but to be reminded of world politics/religion, as well as Von Eckhartshausen’s “Cloud upon the Sanctuary”
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Paul David Thomas

93
I might have some slight doubts to the usefulness of this thread, but whatever it takes - to get california rising. 
consc. sex and temperature, I just have to quote the neighbour hood girl from where I grew up in in North-Norway.
In adult age she once said (word to word translation) "It was so cursed cold that winter, I froze kids on myself."
93 93
Runar

Hello again! 93.
 

Yes there IS a political programme - the OTO is supposed to be the engine for this - one of it's functions. (Initiates of the II degree will attest to this.) I despair of "Magicians" I meet who feel that's "too material". They have failed to see the most obvious of facts - every act is a Magickal Act if Willed. If your spiritual opposite has a seat at the world councils & you do not - you will pay for that in the years to come (banning of books/teachings/ideas etc). And you meditating upon your woes is not necessarily going to change that.
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Rob.
Hi Rob,
93
Your post reminded me of something that I believe Crowley talked about.  When we have that Tiphareth/Heart experiece...typical religious experience, we see the god that is built into the egregore/zeitgeist of our culture.  A Christian will see Jesus and a Buddhist will see the Buddah.  Of course, in Thelema, we haven't built a standard image of the Holy Guardian Angel; unless you want to consider LAM.  Without a standardized image, of course, things get very individualized, spiritual experience becomes individuated (to emply a Jungian term).
93/93
pj
Hi,

93

 

That is why I feel that it is necessary for another body of initiates to take on the role that the OTO has failed in fulfilling. I think the Gnostic Churches are moving toward this aim. 

 

Meditating upon one’s woes will do one of two things: 1) Absolutely nothing or 2) Self-hypnosis resulting in a feeling that ‘everything is grand’, and there are no woes, which is imbecile. Precisely the reason for us to vote and study politics and socio-cultural issues, so that we don’t, in essence, remain in this state of hypnosis where we are blind or oblivious to what is going on around us. Like Father (demiurge, Jehovah) always said, “Everything’s fine, go back to sleep”
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Paul David Thomas

Hi Paul, 93.
 

You said: That is why I feel that it is necessary for another body of initiates to take on the role that the OTO has failed in fulfilling. I think the Gnostic Churches are moving toward this aim. 
 

Agree - The O.T.O. should have a public role but is really for the "elite" i.e. committed. It would be easier in the present climate for the E.G.C. upon religious grounds to insist upon representation due to the European Human Rights Act here for instance. (This is the problem the Scientologists had - getting recognised as a "religion".) Some magicians I know here in England have mobilised the Pagans under one banner & are presently being consulted by the government re. representation. Of course this is only possible as they CAN come together. The weakness with most Thelemite groups is their battle for "supremacy" merely equals outward impotence. My talks with the people getting Pagan rights here has concluded in "see how they go & there may be an opening for Thelemic representation".

 
I don't agree voting is at all worthwhile personally. Apart from the Irish in me "the Govt always get in" and the failings of "Democracy", on a simple level there must be something worth voting for. Cf. the last US Election. Both from the same "club" - both backed by billionaires. Why partake in a farce?

 
You said: but from a scholarly point of view, it is not unthinkable that Crowley, with his varied abilities in writing, to have created the structure of The Book of the Law.
 
Don't agree. Whilst for parts of it you might be able to say that (when his rational consciousness intrudes - and is hit down again) it is obvious that Crowley's self-same consciousness and English sensibilities could never allow phrases like "for why?" in AL. As he said, left to his own devices he would have "ruthlessly edited" the Book.

 
The difference - roughly speaking - could be:

 
LXV; communion with Tiphareth.

VII; communion with Binah.

CCXX; communion with Kether.

 
93 93/93.

 
Rob

93 Rob,

My thought is similar to yours in that Crowley’s “self-same consciousness” interjects a few lines in Liber AL, but the central notion to my post was that, based on the facts and physical evidence, there is no basis to claim such belief in the testimony of Aleister Crowley. Given his personality traits and the nature of his ‘normal’ writing, when he is without the samadhic state, he is expert in writing. Nevertheless, as far as my experience shows, the message an meaning of AL is beyond the ideas of Crowley himself. But remember, it was his hand that set down the letters, and science is telling us that our body and its cells are as much infused with the spirit as our minds are. Another topic that relates to this is the knowledge that Liber AL was dictated on April 1st 2nd and 3rd. PJ could elucidate this more than I could….

 

Perhaps Liber CCXX relates more to Chokmah than Kether?
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Paul David Thomas
Hi Paul and Rob,
93
I think that Crowley wrote somewhere that the reception of Liber AL had to do with the Grade of Magus, though he had not yet received that initiation.  This would validate the idea of CCXX being of Chokmah and not Kether.  And this makes sense as the Magus is the one that starts a new order with his Word.
93/93
pj
Hi Rob,
93
 

The weakness with most Thelemite groups is their battle for "supremacy" merely equals outward impotence. My talks with the people getting Pagan rights here has concluded in "see how they go & there may be an opening for Thelemic representation".
[Paul Joseph Rovelli] I wholeheartedly agree here.  It is a strange irony when we as Thelemites see so much ignorance in the Pagan community, yet, they can form businesses and get themselves officially recongnized by governments.  Thelema, almost from the get-go, have ignored this one important injunction:
AL III.41:  "Establish at thy Kaaba a clerk-house: all must be done well and with business way."
In the A.M.H.R. I have asked that every member church legally incorporate.  In our evolving connection with the Albion-EGC I find it important to seek harmony and community, noting that our diversity is our strength (e pluribus unum).  There is simply no reason to practice the immaturity of those groups formed from the forces of the cowardly 80s ev.
AL III.46:  "I am the warrior Lord of the Forties: the Eighties cower before me, & are abased.  I will bring you to victory & joy: I will be at your arms in battle & ye shall delight to slay.  Success is your proof; courage is your armour; go on, go on, in my strength; & ye shall turn not back for any!"
[Paul Joseph Rovelli] There is another way to interpret this line; one that I saw back in my Caliphate days.  The "Forties" doesn't have to be WWII and the attack against Fascism (Italy and Germany) and  Theocracies (Japan).  It can be those of US who are working the formula of Adeptship (Cf. Book of Thoth), which is the formula of MEM=40.  And the 80s then would be the formula of PEH (Tower Atu/War), the breaking down of old structures and the re-introduction of prophecy.
 
 I don't agree voting is at all worthwhile personally. Apart from the Irish in me "the Govt always get in" and the failings of "Democracy", on a simple level there must be something worth voting for. Cf. the last US Election. Both from the same "club" - both backed by billionaires. Why partake in a farce?


[Paul Joseph Rovelli] What you overlook is that in the US there are plenty of "third party" candidates.  This has always given me the opportunity to actively voice my dissent and I have always voted for them.  Passive dissent is a surrender of one's liberty to the forces of Moon (as per my other recent posts).  It is also apathy; an extreme form of anger.  And anger is an imbalance of psychic force, a response to a feeling of weakness.  Rather than be angry, seek ways to get your Thelemic voice heard...all possible means...be ruthless! 
 
You said: but from a scholarly point of view, it is not unthinkable that Crowley, with his varied abilities in writing, to have created the structure of The Book of the Law.
 
Don't agree. Whilst for parts of it you might be able to say that (when his rational consciousness intrudes - and is hit down again) it is obvious that Crowley's self-same consciousness and English sensibilities could never allow phrases like "for why?" in AL. As he said, left to his own devices he would have "ruthlessly edited" the Book.

 
The difference - roughly speaking - could be:

 
LXV; communion with Tiphareth.

VII; communion with Binah.

CCXX; communion with Kether.
[Paul Joseph Rovelli] Of course, this is fascinating.  And I particularly agree with Libers LXV and VII.  But the circumstances surrounding AL and the nature of its predictions shows us a clear difference between this holy book and the others.  As a matter of fact, the only other work of Crowley's that even comes close is Liber 418, which I really feel should be considered a holy book, and I'm surprised that no one else seems to feel this way.
But I do check myself.  Is it that in some way, I am emotionally tied to the idea of a community of Secret Chiefs guiding humanity?  And of course, leading to my consideration of Aiwass as one of the Nephilim?  Is this not in some way a replacement for my eschewment of a Pleroma?...giving me Secret Chiefs instead of a god without?
Was it simply that the imp Crowley was so disconnected from his Kether-consciousness that it was projected to him in an image called Aiwass?  I'm not sure that this could really be conclusively decided.  But the nature of prophecy and the predictions of AL lead me to conclude that this was more than just Crowley's mind (as LXV, VII and the other holy books obviously were).  Some being with a non-localized consciousness had a clear view of the fabric of time.  That the Caliphate denies this and claims it to have all comes from Crowley's mind is simply counterproductive.

Even as an interesting side-note here.  In MEM and the Hanged Man Atu, the legs are are 60 degrees.  Of course on the one hand, this suggests the coagula that is the Alchemical operation of the Art Atu.  But in time, we then have the 40s and the 60s (a real spiritual revolution; albeit a bit temporary).  Of course, then, the 80s is the counter-revolution...and we reverted back to our original cowardly ignorance.

How nice it would be if we could now, produce some prophecy for the next hundred years!

93/93

pj

Hi Paul,
93
Those who don't seek initiation remain not only asleep but a victim of fate.  Initiation means that one has taken the reigns from those blind forces in the Universe, and designs his or her own destiny.  This recalls the post I forwarded to this group that I addressed to Charles Butler.  The formula of ALIM is one of Hekate and the Moon.  Gurdjieff writes that in his blindness, mankind is victimized by the Moon.  The moon reflects the light of the Sun, or we could even say it refracts it.  The path of initiation turns one's attention directly to the Sun...to daylight...to knowledge...and not to the nightlight of the Moon, which hovers over our sleep.
And this is not meant to imply that the formula of the Moon/Yesod is worthless.  Rather, it can be quite the opposite.  As it is a formula of Witchcraft (and not Magick!) it is a formula of the rearrangement of matter.  This can be quite efficacious for the subsequent performance of Magick.  I would refer you to Crowley's essay on this formula in MITP.
93/93
pj
Hi PJ,

93

 

This rearrangement of matter is quite advantageous, as it allows the point of view to shift and examine things anew. While the formula of ALIM precludes any creation of new impressions, it gives great opportunity for the very Lunar and Yesodic work of dreaming (both conscious and unconscious). The Sun creates as the Moon reflect/refracts, but in both cases is the phenomena called ‘consciousness’ present. This relates to my post regarding sense impressions. 
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Paul David Thomas

93.
 

Paul:
1. Another topic that relates to this is the knowledge that Liber AL was dictated on April 1st 2nd and 3rd. PJ could elucidate this more than I could….
2. Perhaps Liber CCXX relates more to Chokmah than Kether?
 

 

1. I would look forward to hearing Paul's (PJ) words on this. I don't believe it's proven. Wasn't it Grant that put this forward?
2. You could say that re. Magus etc. But the Word came via Aiwass - one would think only an Ipsissimus could relate the realities of Nuit, Hadit & RHK (the latter being in Kether)?
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Rob.
Hi Rob,
93
Grant merely forwarded information, before Breeze got his hands on it...
Cf. my article: http://www.amhr.org/aa/Holy%20Conundrum!.html
93/93
pj
93
Well isnt that obvious? The giving of the Law and its Word is something coming with the birth of Action/karma. Also this is what gives The Great White Brotherhood its primal task, the understanding of the Law, and its defense. Here is the anchor, which explains The Beast as the re-founder of the White school of magick, and this anchor is vital to all, as it includes Liber OZ, the Law of the strong. Chokhmah is the defining point of the White school and also the GWB. Of course the GWB goes further, but as Crowley says the last sephiroth which one can proclaim in words and action, the linking and work of chokhmah will remain to be of main importance.
93 93
Runar

93.
 

Umm! Had read some of that elsewhere but not in so much detail. Even the revised part says 7th which again doesn't make sense. I think this will come out at some stage - I suppose we're far enough away from the Book's reception after 100 years to handle it! How curious!
 

I didn't know the hotel bill was extant - so someone knows for definite where it was received. Even if this is the US OTO then it should be kept private to stop the place attracting the Thelemic tourists - I want to know though! The boat part I had read - Besant onboard too - and this does seem to be Crowley "with wife". For me the "grid-page" of the MS is proof alone that all is not as it seems. The circle & line are in a thicker pen, and also I heard when in US-OTO that the actual grid seems to have been put in afterwards (in pencil I think). But can't verify the truth of that. (I hope to good god that no-one leaves the MS with Breeze on his own - what a terrible thought! Probably wake up & find crayon on it everywhere.)
 

You can understand Crowley wanting to change the date - if that's what happened. But as for Breeze - words fail. What was I saying about "heavily revised" Californian editions! I suppose it's the Hollywood film next: Arnold Schwarzenegger IS Aleister Crowley & so on...probably have him fighting arab terrorists as a secret agent for the Vatican.
93 93/93.
Rob.
Hi Rob,
93
I think the fact that Crowley was on a boat with wife and Besant on the day he should've been receiving AL is the clincher.  Also, Crowley's in-depth knowledge of the ancient world, would've made it perfect to have received AL in April 1st.  I had not heard about the grids on the grid page being inserted later.  Where did you hear of this?  Also, I don't remember noticing a different pen in the photocopies of the manuscript.  But that would be easily dismissable as we've all had the experience of changing pens while writing.  The grid would be a different issue.
The popularity of myth-making lies in the occult community in this era; something Besant and Blavatsky were also fond of, certainly would've seduced Crowley as well.  He loved the trickster motif that is a part of the Hermetic tradition.  So it would come as no surprise to me that the manuscript was even written over a longer period of time as things fermented in Crowley's psyche.  This would still not lead to a conclusion that there was no praeter-human contact.
What it may change is how we look at the idea of what a praeter-human being is.  And in such a case, it would even more validate the idea of the H.G.A. having a larger more Universal view of life and even there, not negate the idea of a council of disembodied Adepts, ergo: Secret Chiefs.
93/93
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Paul Joseph Rovelli wrote:

Hi Rob,
93
I think the fact that Crowley was on a boat with wife and Besant on the day he should've been receiving AL is the clincher.  Also, Crowley's in-depth knowledge of the ancient world, would've made it perfect to have received AL in April 1st.  I had not heard about the grids on the grid page being inserted later.  Where did you hear of this?  Also, I don't remember noticing a different pen in the photocopies of the manuscript.  But that would be easily dismissable as we've all had the experience of changing pens while writing.  The grid would be a different issue.

93
Seing the handwriting of Crowley tells me that he was a busy man that moment. The grid is a little tedious work one does afterwards.

The popularity of myth-making lies in the occult community in this era; something Besant and Blavatsky were also fond of, certainly would've seduced Crowley as well.  He loved the trickster motif that is a part of the Hermetic tradition.  So it would come as no surprise to me that the manuscript was even written over a longer period of time as things fermented in Crowley's psyche.
Or in Aiwass. The Book of the Law was fermented in that time, and in that year it all exploded. Einstein became surprisingly a genious. Music and Art rebelled and did unthinkable things which we still explores a century after. But looking at art history; All styles developing since is found in some seed form in the years 1904- 1918. The golden dawn was the golden dawn and the Beast 666 was the sunrise. The sun has gone done again or passing through very bad weather, but it will shine again. To have that focus upon things as Crowley had in those years is a state we cannot restore, we are getting things into more context. I understand more and more that Crowley succeeded because he was so taken by the force, that he passed the traps and counterforces without caring. He was addicted to sex, but as he was able to keep his intensions high, the addiction served the highest.

  This would still not lead to a conclusion that there was no praeter-human contact.
What it may change is how we look at the idea of what a praeter-human being is.  And in such a case, it would even more validate the idea of the H.G.A. having a larger more Universal view of life and even there, not negate the idea of a council of disembodied Adepts, ergo: Secret Chiefs.

Well, I have been thinking that it  is maybe time to renew the expression of the secret chiefs. This because Aiwass is not very secret anymore, but I have no other suitable term.

93 93
Runar

Hi Runar,
93
Yes, I even came across a NYTimes piece this morning, talking about some ideas that Roosevelt formented in 1904ev.  This year was truly a major milestone in human evolution.  Such synchronicity can't be ignored.  Whether or not we should move away from the term, Secret Chiefs (which does have a bit of a superstitious overtone) is of course, another question.  But unfortunately, moving away from the phrase could open up the door to legitimize the UFO/ET idea, which is even more ubsurd.  And Blavatsky's Hidden Mahatmas is no better.  Perhaps it would be better that we clearly identify the Secret Chiefs as disembodied beings who've moved beyond the mortal body to a higher evolutionary plane.
Really, though, we need to more scientifically show a real contact with them.  This is where AL is so important and also something that I found in the DOzmt.
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pj
93.
 

When I was in US OTO someone told me the grid in MS of AL was put in after with pencil (I think) - as said can't verify or remember whom.
 

Of course AC was writing quickly - this can be proven simply by trying to write the text oneself in the time given (if you accept the story!). But another valid point is it nowhere says to make such a grid - so evidently Crowley is holding something back here. As I believe is natural - there's obviously more to the story, as we are seeing as the years go by.
 

Re. "line drawn" & "circle squared" - again it seems obvious from the MS of AL that this also was put in after. As said, the thickness of the mark is evidently larger and the speed of dictation would prevent 'changing pens' mid-flow. All adding up to AC perhaps leaving these clues for someone to prove they were one of the prophesied individuals in AL. There are a number of such - & how else would they prove themselves unless they could elucidate these "mysteries"? I have seen no such signs that any such person has arrived in my view. Eg: all "English Qabalahs" have fallen flat. AL only mentions new symbols - the word Qabalah is not in the text.
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Rob.
Hi Rob,
93
Of course, by numerating letters and attributing symbols, a Qabalah is clearly implied.
Per later additions, even Rose edited the document, particularly with the letter Tzaddi.  For a document that is not to be altered in so much as the style of a letter, Crowley and Rose were quick at it.  Of course, that doesn't justify our doing so at this point in time and there's a validity for assuming they were correcting the record of what was heard as there were errors during the original transcription.
93/93
pj
93 All,
Well - possibly, but I think if there are contenders for an English Qabalh they have to "ring true" immediately. When I read Achad's Liber XXXI the first time it struck me as true there & then, due to the explanation of reversal (which as we know is a general key of Magick) but also of his ordeal - also his AL/LA Key was a result of initiation & not speculation. "Let him not seek after this: for thereby alone can he fall from it" (grid-page). Also II: 56 re. "mockers" has always struck me as a direct rebuke to those who would "reason" about it. But that's just my interpretation.
Incidentally in Achad's 31 we find he says, "...for suddenly the English language seemed to rush back to the beginning, and reversed as Hebrew which is written the other way, and this was a great mystery." Although open re. this, as Achad discovered the Key of AL and there hasn't been much since, I personally would pay more attention to any English Qabalah if based upon the above premise.
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Hi Rob,
93
You're exactly right.  We had a discussion a while back on the quality connected with the solution to various riddles in AL.  Crowley wrote that the solution(s) would be simple (as if to imply sublime) and beautiful.  This is not all that different from saying that such would "ring true."  For me personally, there was a mesmerizing joy when I encounterd certain elements that lead to my development of the EQ (See Liber 805 on A.'.A.'. page) and the solution to the letters and the numbers (See The Riddle Solved on the A.'.A.'. page).
We may also apply the idea that I discuss in Pretenders to Prophecy and state that even for these ideas to become valuable, they need acceptance by the community.  If in the end, no one comes to recognize what I've presented here, then these solutions will lose merit.  Yet, they must be given time.
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93 Paul,
 

My point is any "revelation" is most likely to be based upon one's own initiation. Period. (Also importantly it should as you say "connect" with you & the reader immediately. (As said, Achad's XXXI did with me.) Unfortunately this is almost impossible to describe objectively - apart from it should appear Profound & Beautiful at the same time: beautiful = simple.) I don't see how it can be otherwise. Otherwise you fall back on reason - which is a Lie. I have not seen this part of your site yet but will try to soon Paul. But most people thus far I've been unfortunate enough to meet re. this are - not surprisingly - the most inadequate. As you very rightly say! - if wrong their theories die a natural death ("Success is your proof"). Surprisingly again - those who put forward these theories are quite happy to see them die. It seems a natural part of some people's initiation - so not a problem if that's recognised by others.
 

btw - it is novel for me to be agreed by others re. this. But as you said recently I believe Paul, there does seem more intelligence on this list than others I've been asked to look at. (It's the first I've decided to be on at least.) So give yourselves a big Californian hug & absorb the moment - & then vomit! So I shall hang around the while - whether you want me to or not..!
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Hi Rob,
93
I'll give it another "lrl"...hang around as long as you like.  And thanks for the compliment.  And again (to your surprise) I agree with you.  In our development, we all come up with pet theories based on our limited understanding and inexperience.  On my personal page with the GCL section of the AMHR site, I post old articles going back to my Caliphate days, and with an apology, stating they're immature at best.  I thought it helpful if someone could go through these and compare with more recent writings to examine the nature of Magickal development and the sophistication that comes with that.
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93 Paul,
Perfectly valid - the equivalent of Crowley making his diary available to the students at the Abbey in Cefalu, as well as having access to theirs. I think anyone could give excerpts of their Diary over the years which would be of use to aspirants generally. Of course "Master of the Temple" Achad's diary is in the Equinox for these reasons.
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