Hi Lynn,

I have more questions if you (and everybody) don't mind. 

I found that meditating with cannabis is like putting STP in 

one's "meditation gas tank."  I'm referring to your 

article, "Cannabis: The Philosopher's Stone" 

http://www.alchemylab.com/AJ2-3.htm#Cannabis:  

I was awed by the potency of cannabis in aiding my ability to create 

forceful golden circuits.  It is a pity that smoking it is so bad for 

our lungs.  From my understanding of your other article, "Three Gems 

of Alchemical Initiation Part I," http://www.alchemylab.com/AJ2-

5.htm#Three Gems of Alchemical Initiation: Part 1 ,  tar that comes 

with smoking would inhibit our ability to assimilate chi in the short 

and long term...  is this why the body salve was used by the Templars?

Best WIshes,

Michael

PS.  This adds considerable explanation to the Rastafarian theology.

Hi Everyone,       Interesting topic! Although, I would research the technique a little further. One must ask themselves if they have developed the pertinate facilities such as one pointedness of mind, is one able to deal with the shadow aspect without freaking out etc.    This is not a criticism by any means but my feeling is that the pros and cons have to be weighed before one rushes out to purchase a "Skull Bong" to aid in their spiritual unfoldment.   The Assasins which was brought up are the Hassan Ah-Sabah (Assassins of Allah). The use of Hashish was used as an Initiation tool into that brothrhood. In short it was a fantastic brainwashing aid in which the receiver of the Initiation would see paradise and all of the Virgins one could handle. It is supposed Osama Bin Laden comes from this tradition.   Cannibis has many qualities that have helped people with Aids, Glucoma, Cancer etc. It's healing properties have been well documented. But I'm a little suspect if it is appropriate for Spiritual Advancement. Look at all of the pot heads that are around. Are they spiritually elevated because they smoke cannibis? This of course is my limited point of view on the topic.   Sorry if I offended anyone by my rigid point of view.   In L.V.X.   Jim.

Hi Jim,

>>>One must ask themselves if they have developed the pertinent 

facilities such as one pointedness of mind, is one able to deal with 

the shadow aspect without freaking out etc<<<

Well said, I must echo your words.  I myself found it easy to get 

carried away with it.  Don Juan remarks how one must not become a 

servant of the smoke but maintain mastery over it.  Nevertheless, 

it's potency in aiding mediation is from my experience, undeniable.  

I found that I had to keep rigid focus in order to keep the golden 

circuits from just spinning off, the centrifugal force is clearly 

evident.  At least it was for me.  I no longer work with it for 

various reasons, but mainly because I want to be able to create these 

forceful circuits with my own steam... not those of the drug.  That 

being said, we must remember that our bodies and minds are walking 

chemistry sets as well as trees and crucibles.   God is all things, 

including green.

As for the potheads..., many are such because they have never seen 

the light or understood it.  Today our universities outright dismiss 

and ridicule this light we of this forum strive towards.  The mystery 

schools of Socrates and Egypt have been reduced to footnotes.  

Truthfully, we are all in darkness until we clue in to the 'greater 

truth.'  I assert that a coffee addict, tobacco smoker and pothead 

are equal and the same, their difference lies in their drug of 

choice. Even the finest brandy is a drug...  I know many an 

aristocrat who would see a beggar starve than interrupt his journey 

to the 'legal' liquor store.

The priests of Amon still walk the earth.  Just as we give cats balls 

of tinfoil so they can be distracted in play, the modern preist of 

Amon sells TVs, cars, expensive liquors and cheap brandy, jewelry, 

etc., all designed to distract from the truth/light and keep their 

coffers full.  Then there is the pitch to upgrade your stuff, a 

bigger TV or just more tinfoil...?  Some still sell salvation, for a 

small fee of a tithe and your mind.

>>>"Are they spiritually elevated because they smoke cannabis?"<<<  

If they are kind and compassionate souls then, yes, to some degree 

they are spiritually elevated.  Kabbalah teaches that raising 

holy/holi/whole sparks is in itself the work of the divine and 

compassion is most certainly divine.  At the expense of the 

technology (and nuclear weapons) we have today, I would rather see 

people getting high and being a content pothead who loves his 

neighbour than buying guns and killing the 'competition.'   Look at 

how easily many non-potheads are incited into violence, their drug is 

a steady diet of TV violence.  

It is up those who are farther along the path to show potheads that 

cannabis belongs in an incense brazier, not a skull-bong.  I know 

many potheads who would make outstanding servants of light if they 

knew it existed.  If I may borrow from Plato's Cave analogy, there 

are many would block the light from those inside the cave (see my 

above remarks about priests of Amon).  How can these innocents in the 

darkness of the cave ever have a clue of the greater world outside 

and their birthright to serve the divine?  

I may be totally wrong, but in my heart I believe that all people 

develop vices in a misguided effort to become closer to the divine 

whether it be out of needing to fill an emptiness in their hearts or 

to numb a great sadness.  Do people consciously seek happiness or 

misery?  I suspect the former for most part.  People seek 

happiness; happiness is wholeness/holiness.  If they have spent their 

life believing it can be found in the material we must ask why.  I 

strongly suspect that it stems from a lifetime of brainwashing.

The systematic brainwashing of society that encourages it towards 

consumerism and the 'fast fix' is what leads people astray.  This has 

been the case for millennia and is still used today for the simple 

reason that it works - "hey, if it's not broken don't fix it, right?"

Jim, sometimes in order to love our neighbour, it helps to know and 

understand him.  This would solve many conflicts in the world today I 

am sure.  Could you imagine if the Palestinians and Israelis sat down 

and discussed their similarities. MY GOD, suddenly there would be 

peace in the middle east and the US would no longer dominate and 

exploit the entire region by maintaining instability there so it can 

keep it's puppet dictatorships/regimes in power in exchange for their 

obedience and prompt delivery of oil quotas...   Strange isn't it how 

we never hear about the United States wanting to liberate the women 

of Saudi Arabia who are beaten for showing forearms in sweltering 

heat, or the starving beggar who is to have his hand dismembered for 

stealing bread....

Don't believe all the evil propaganda by the establishment.  If you 

do consider experimenting with cannabis I suggest a very, very small 

amount in a pipe bowl if you do smoke it.  The stuff is stronger 

today than in the 60s, and too much can be bad for your heart.  Maybe 

just start off with a tiny pinch in a brazier and just inhale 

freestyle with your mouth over the bowl.  Wait a good half hour to 

know how it affects you if you consider adding more.  I find a gram 

is good for 20-30 sessions.  Like I said, you don't need much.

Btw, the point of my little rant was not to defend potheads but to 

promote compassion and empathy, to heal and heal freely.  And Jim, it 

wasn't directed at you but shared with everybody.  Peace brother.  I 

hope I didn't offend anybody, I truly meant well by these words.  

Best Wishes to All,

Michael 

Dear Jim,

I felt that I couldn't let this one by. At the eve of yet more turmoil in 

the Middle East it seemed inappropriate that implicatory misinformation 

should be posted on a forum such as ours. I do not intend by this reply to 

start a drawn out tangential debate but the following corrections and 

comments seem appropriate.

The assassins referred to are the hashishim, a name given to an early 

Ismaili sect founded by Hassan Sabbah. I am not sure how Hassan al-Sabah 

came to be translated as 'Assassins of Allah' except perhaps as a guess. It 

is likely that the tales of the 'hashishim' and their distinctive brand of 

'political discourse' have been somewhat exaggerated over the centuries. The 

following link contains much of pertinence and seems historically thorough; 

http://www.iis.ac.uk/learning/life_long_learning/assassin_legends/assassin_legends.htm

Osama Bin Laden is, as far as all evidence suggests, a fundamentalist Sunni 

Muslim, and as such is as far in the Islamic doctrinal and spiritual 

spectrum from the Ismaili Shia as possible. The 10th century Ikhwan al-Safa 

(Brethren of Purity) who formulated Platonic cosmology in Islamic terms (and 

have no recorded history of planning acts of mass destruction) are generally 

thought to have been Ismailis.

Some may find it interesting to note that the greatest alchemist of the 

Islamic world, Jabir Ibn Hayyan, was a disciple of the sixth Imam, Ja'far 

as-Sadiq, after whose death the Shi'a split into the Ismaili, and the twleve 

Imam branches as they exist today. The spiritual art and science of alchemy 

continues to be practiced by individuals of both these sects, handed down 

from master to aspirant in an unbroken line of transmission from Jabir.

As for the use of cannabis in spiritual method I have little to add, except 

that there is an important distinction between 'recreational' and 

contemplative use of any substance. The gulf between a quick Marlboro during 

recess and a solemnly smoked peace pipe is clear. When the Rastafarians 

gather for their nyabinghi some of the key elements are the nyabinghi drums, 

usually at least three played collectively with a distinctive rhythmic 

pattern (which can be heard for example on Rasta Man Chant by The Wailers on 

the album Burnin'), the hola herb ganja, and the repeated invocation of the 

Divine Name JAH.

In general it strikes me as inappropriate to cast aspersions about the 

efficacy or legitimacy of initiations and spiritual methods from outside, 

particularly those very far from one's own experience and traditions. 

Recalling that certain Shaman in their initiatory visions witness the 

stripping of the flesh from their bones in all its agony (Eliade, Forge and 

the Crucible) a vision of paradisiacal virgins would seem positively 

liberal, in more ways than one.

Best wishes,

Daud

Hi Daud,   Here is some information that may enlighten yourself and others on the list. This comes from highly qualified sources, but like everything else one should be skeptical even of mine and your email rants.   Here are some facts...   http://www.stud.tue.nl/~tow/theatreofwar/monologen/vladim1.html   http://www.adawson.clara.net/allah.html   http://www.toolband.com/index_frames.html   http://www.enterprisemission.com/tower2.htm   http://www.alamut.com/subj/ideologies/alamut/hitti_Ass.html   I have no axe to grind in this respect. So I will leave the research to stand on it's own, and leave the truth for each person on the list to find. Obviously your are of Muslim decent, so I apoligise for any inconsistencies that may not be to your liking. Let's leave the warring with "The Man" with their pursuit in Iraq rather than on this list which has the potential to liberate others. We all have different opinions and we should all tolerate tolerance.   In L.V.X.   Jim.

HI Michael,   Though the US government has tried to use science to prove a comparison between cannabis smoke tars and the harmful deadly effects of tobacco smoke tars. It has failed. So it uses lies and millions of dollars in advertising propaganda to promote the fraudulent political illusions of Prohibitionists. There are no recorded cases of lung cancer, emphysema, or heart disease being caused by cannabis smoke tars. The worst thing that happens is a reversible bronchial irritation that can develop into non-cancerous lesions in extremely heavy use from smoking cannabis.   If you are following the alchemical path of initiation it is best to use spagyric preparations of plants for the evolution of the subtle body which manifests through the inner circulation. Kundalini is the central channel activated. There is more to it also. Some prefer Kundalini imagery and practice. That is Indian alchemy. I follow the Taoist Alchemy for the inner work. Each must choose their own path.   I would not recommend using cannabis for alchemical initiation simply because the Prohibition police will rob you of your freedom if they catch you.     The ancient Taoist alchemists agree with you that cannabis incense helps initiate the opening of the inner circulation and more:    

What concerns us here is the possibility that the ancient Taoists generated hallucinogenic smokes in their incense burners. It has been suggested that the incense of Taoist liturgy was at least as much a technique of fumigation and purification as a sweet-smelling offering to the gods, or at least that it began shamanistically that way... If one wanted to drive away demons (as well as rats and insects) by "making a stink," the addition of sulphur, mustard, horn keratin and suchlike substances to the "incense"-burner would have been an obvious thing, showing once again the unsuspected relation between this furnace and that of the alchemist; and it might not have been long before the Taoists found they could use this as a psychological alchemy powerful indeed. So what started as a "smoking out" of undesirable things, changed now to a "smoking in" of heavenly things to oneself. The addition of hemp (ta ma, huo ma, Cannabis sativa = indica) to the contents of incense-burners is clearly stated in one Taoist collection, the Wu Shang Pi Yao (Essentials of the Matchless Books) which must place it before +570 [570CE]. That the psycho-pharmacological properties of the plant (commonly called hashish, marijuana, etc) were known in the Han or before is clear from the statement in the Shen Nung Pen Tshao Ching under ma fen (hemp seeds): <o:p></o:p> 

 <o:p></o:p> 

To take much makes people see demons and throw themselves about like maniacs. But if one takes it over a long period of time one can communicate with the spirits, and one's body becomes light a characteristic prelude to material immortality.<o:p></o:p> 

 <o:p></o:p> 

"For those who begin practicing the Tao it is not necessary to go into the mountains...Some with purifying incense and sprinkling and sweeping are also able to call down the Perfected Immortals. The followers of the Lady Wei (Hua-Tshun) and of Hsu (Mi) are of this kind." 

 <o:p></o:p> 

This comes from the Yuan-Shih Shang Chen Chung Hsien Chi (Record of the Assemblies of the Perfected Immortals). The two leaders mentioned were great figures in the Mao Shan school of Taoism. Something might also be gained by pursuing mythological connections with the Hemp Damsel, Ma Ku, goddess of the slopes of Thai Shan, where the plant was supposed to be gathered on the seventh day of the seventh month, a day of séance banquets in the Taoist communities. 

 <o:p></o:p> 

Thus all in all there is much reason for thinking that the ancient Taoists experimented systematically with hallucinogenic smokes, using techniques which arose directly out of liturgical observance. There may well have been a close connection here with the fungal hallucinogens already discussed and equally another with the anoxaemic and other abnormal states intentionally produced in some of the exercises of physiological alchemy. Even hypnotic and trance techniques are not to be excluded...At all events the incense-burner remained the center of changes and transformations associated with worship, sacrifice, ascending perfume of sweet savour, fire, combustion, disintegration, transformation, vision, communication with spiritual beings, and assurances of immortality. Wai tan and nei tan met around the incense-burner. Might one not indeed think of it as their point of origin?  

 <o:p></o:p> 

>From Science & Civilisation in China, vol:5, part II, Spagyrical Discovery and Invention: Magistries of Gold and Immortality, (33) Alchemy and Chemistry, by Joseph Needham. Cambridge University Press, 1974. 

All the Best, 

Lynn 

Hi Grmorell,

Let me 1st say that I am in no way inviting people to go out and get 

high!  

2nd, I only represent myself and my own modest experiences which, 

have left me most humbled, I can not over-emphasize this last 

point.    

3rd, the efficacy or legitimacy of initiations outside my own 

tradition and/or personal experience are from a view, as objective as 

possible.  Discussing theology is not the same as experiencing faith, 

in this spirit I explore only to learn and share and learn more.   

What Lynn said about the prohibition police are words to heed.  Keep 

in mind that there have been alchemists in Canada who have had their 

labs confiscated for creating tinctures that healed... more effective 

than the pharmaceutical drugs that only treated symptoms....  

You asked, 

>>> Could you explain this in more detail, please, is this from 

perspective shift, bio-chemistry or psycho-emotive alteration??<<<

In response to >>>I was awed by the potency of cannabis in aiding my 

ability to create forceful golden circuits<<<

Yes, yes, and yes.  Perspective shift accompanies the bio-chemistry 

and the psy-emotive alteration is the dampening of the inhibitory 

receptors that bond with chemicals produced by fear a.k.a. stress.

I have never, ever hallucinated after smoking Cannabis.  I can not 

even begin to fathom how much one must smoke to hallucinate on it.  I 

suspect those who do are probably adding something - see Lynn's post 

from today about the Taoist temples.  Cannabis is not, in my opinion, 

a hallucinogen - not even close.  

It lets me concentrate and focus my will in ways not always possible 

but I must strive to maintain focus because it's easy to just sit 

back and 'vegetate.'  That said, when meditating with cannabis, I 

find I am much more sensitive to 'vibes.'  My own as well as those of 

others.  

Though there are many types, I can simplistically explain 2 types of 

experiences, emotive vibes and will driven vibes.  You can literally 

feel emotions and unlike a breeze that blows over our bodies, emotive 

vibes, wash through you. I would describe it as feeling like a sieve.

Will driven vibes are simply that, currents of will that you drive 

along your body inside and out.  I like to start by being aware of my 

skin, this is easiest, then creating currents with patterns.  

Sometimes, by feeling on the inside or with a single cell in your toe 

or thumb... I like to shift my perspective and consciousness to my 

various systems, - imagine for example, you are just your skeleton, 

or your nervous system.  

What I meant by them being forceful with centrifugal force is better 

explained with an analogy of driving a car on a winding road.  When 

following the body's curves, it is easy to miss the turn and go over 

the edge.  

It is our will that is the driver and the speed or force is simply 

our own minds in a state of wakefulness or without the normal 

distractions that act as resistance - such as wind sheer on a car.  

Wakeful but not easily distracted by the 5 objective senses.  

I'm still at the start of the beginning of my journey so I'm not the 

best source in regards to it's alchemical or meditation 

applications.  I am probably just more willing to talk about it than 

most, I suspect I'm one of the younger members on this forum...  In 

my generation, pot is not a taboo and every youth is aware of the 

host of doctors who testify to its harmlessness, especially when 

compared to alcohol or tobacco. 

That said, I know plenty of doctors, lawyers, engineers and even a 

judge who smoke cannabis - and for recreational purposes, not the 

alchemical/spiritual ones we speak of here.  I strongly suspect the 

only reason it's still illegal is that it would create too much 

competition for alcohol and people wouldn't buy it, they'd grow it in 

their yard or front window.  Alcohol is a state-run monoply for the 

most part with an oligipoly of suppliers.  They don't want the 

competition.  

It thrives in every climate from the tundra to the tropics.  It truly 

is a weed of the world but a weed is just a name for a plant not 

endorsed by the establishment, i.e., dandelions.

I hope this helps.

Best Wishes, 

Michael

PS.  I think turnips soaked in beat juice may have some interesting 

properties.  Whenever I eat this, the circle of my crown and the 

middle of my forehead tingles.

Greetings Michael,

>I may be totally wrong, but in my heart I believe that all people 

>develop vices in a misguided effort to become closer to the divine 

>whether it be out of needing to fill an emptiness in their hearts or 

>to numb a great sadness.     Prisons are built with stones of Law, Brothels with bricks of Religion.

The pride of the peacock is the glory of God.

The lust of the goat is the bounty of God.

The wrath of the lion is the wisdom of God.

The nakedness of woman is the work of God.

Excess of sorrow laughs. Excess of joy weeps.

The roaring of lions, the howling of wolves, the raging of the stormy sea, and the destructive sword, are portions of eternity too great for the eye of man.

The fox condemns the trap, not himself.

Joys impregnate. Sorrows bring forth.

Let man wear the fell of the lion. woman the fleece of the sheep.

The bird a nest, the spider a web, man friendship.

The selfish smiling fool, & the sullen frowning fool shall be both thought wise, that they may be a rod.

What is now proved was once only imagin'd.

The rat, the mouse, the fox, the rabbet; watch the roots; the lion, the tyger, the horse, the elephant, watch the fruits.

The cistern contains: the fountain overflows.

One thought fills immensity.

Always be ready to speak your mind, and a base man will avoid you.

Every thing possible to be believ'd is an image of truth.

The eagle never lost so much time, as when he submitted to learn of the crow.   From the Mariage of Heaven and Hell by William Blake http://www.levity.com/alchemy/blake_ma.html   Regards Steve

a cigarette does worse for the lungs than cannabis, which also helps people with ADHD. funny thing is, nearly everyone in my Sociology class (including the teacher) wants marijuana to be legal.   93 Cammy

93

In response to the notion that Cannabis promotes or enhances 

spiritual development I say this, does consuming caffeine, Tylenol, cocaine, 

alcohol, protein, etc., ad nauseum, promote spiritual development? IMO, anything 

that one consumes can either help or hinder any kind of development. Cannabis 

has certain effects that, if used in a ritual context, Could produce interesting 

effects and possibly lead to some type of realization. But of course the pot 

heads I know only use it to enhance their enjoyment of mundane practices; video 

games, television, daydreaming, etc. But, in my own experience, cannabis seems 

to limit the area that the consciousness can elevate.

93.93

pauldavidthomas

93

I find personally that stimulants, as opposed to depressants, 

enhance the meditative powers of the mind. Visions are clearer and more easily 

controlled and assimilated. Dharana meditation is also more enhanced, but one 

must guard against the visions fleeting even more randomly that without and 

additional intoxication, aside from carbon monoxide and other general pollutants 

that we are consuming all but unknowingly with each breath. 

93/93

pauldavidthomas

Hi Paul,

93

I find clarity of mind is most effective in meditation and visualization...no drugs of any sort.  But reefer enhances 'normal' consciousness to a point of exaltation if one is pre-disposed to accept its affects in that way.  Some though, can't or won't do this and I've noticed that those people find reefer producing psychotic and paranoic affects upon the mind.  Again we're back to the person and how the person approaches the substance:  Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

93/93

pj

Hi Paul,

93

Anything can be liberating or restricting...it but depends upon the individual and how it is approached.  That is why the only moral can be 'Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.'

93/93

pj

93

I completely agree, obviously, as Our only rule is "Do what 

thou wilt." But if one does what he/she wills in err, it must assuredly be a 

learning experience none the less. I've had a few experiments with THC and 

mediation, and in that experience, it is not in my best interest to utilize that 

chemical in my current tasks. But, I do see the benefit of such if one is so 

inclined to make it work in one's favor.

93/93

pauldavidthomas

Hi Paul,

93

If what one does proves to be error, then it is not what one "wills" but what one desires...incorrectly.

93/93

pj

93

And I have experienced both of these acceptances of the reef, 

and both are productive in their own rights if used to that end. There have been 

times, outside of any magical or mystical work, that the reef has created, or 

allowed to be created, things which would, under 'normal' circumstances, not 

have been created at that particular time. Elemental influences are more 

perceptible under that influence, in my experience. But, when trying to limit 

the thoughts, or concentrate them upon one point, it is more difficult, due to 

the 'floodgates' being open as a result of the reef.

93.93

pauldavidthomas

Hi Paul,

93

Again, as per the reefer, I am only interested in the exaltation of consiousness...though I have no attachment to its imbibing.  As much as a joint would be so wonderful to smoke right now, it's been months since I've had one...and yet my exaltation is still there.  And even with the reefer, so can the occaissional 'blues'.  And even thank the gods for that, or I'd really suck as a blues pianist...lol.

93/93

pj

Hi Cammy,

93

The problem with "pot" that the government does not

like is that it is easy to grow and use. They would

not be able to regulate it and make money on it.

People would potentially stop buying alcoholic

beverages and there would be lost revenue to the

government. Alost 1/2 of the cost of booze is

government taxes and that is a large source of income

that might either dissapear all together or most

definately reduce. Therefore they demonize pot. In my

opinion, both booze and cigarettes are worse for you

than pot, yet the alcohol and cigarettes are legal.

The government will preach "for the children" but they

still sell those products and tax the hell out of

them. In a sense they are making money on the same

thing that they demonize. Give a person some seeds to

grow pot and they can grow it in the privacy of their

home and have no need to by alcohol and the government

does not like that in the least.

93/93

John

Hi John,

93

That is an excellent point. I have always thought that if pot 

were legalized, the government would regulate it in the same way as alcohol or 

tobacco, obviously I overlooked the ease in which it is grown. On the other 

hand, vegetables and fruits, etc are very easy to grow also, but the majority of 

people still buy these from the local supermarket. In essence, cannibus would 

still be a good cash crop for the people, and for the government, but, since 

there is so much political opposition, and Christist "moral" opposition, the 

pro-ponents are encountering much resistance. In time, I do feel, 'reefer' will 

be legal, but of course overwhelmingly regulated, even more so that alcohol or 

tobacco.

93.93

pauldavidthomas

Hi John,

  93

  That is an excellent point. I have always thought that if 

  pot were legalized, the government would regulate it in the same way as 

  alcohol or tobacco, obviously I overlooked the ease in which it is grown. On 

  the other hand, vegetables and fruits, etc are very easy to grow also, but the 
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  cannibus would still be a good cash crop for the people, and for the 
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  even more so that alcohol or tobacco.
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  pauldavidthomas

In a message dated 03/23/2003 19:41:14PM, beepsie@gbronline.com writes:

<< 

a cigarette does worse for the lungs than cannabis, which also helps people 

with ADHD. funny thing is, nearly everyone in my Sociology class (including 

the teacher) wants marijuana to be legal.   93 Cammy

 >>

 Well, I would also but for other reasons..we have created a Subclass of 

crimes which should not be. Felonies possible that can put you in prison for 

violating it.

Attorneys (And a former Governor candidate in Tennessee says its insane and 

wrong to place non Violent crimes on the same Scale as Murder and Assaults 

and Rape etc. etc.

Making Laws increasingly complex and for the rich (Or well off) able to avoid 

the

Laws and go into a small treatment of some sort and be expunged while the 

poor sob on the neighbor hood ends up in Jail or prison for the same crimes.

 I would agree that the Laws are inequitable

  That in an effort to control Drugs they have created a new Class of criminal

Many Non violent And manythat do not belong in Jail to begin with.

Regards johnmoon3717@aol.com

Hi John & JohnMoon,

93

First, I don't believe the government is concerned about taxing homegrown marijuana, and I see the obvious inequity in felony laws as JohnMoon points out.  The real problem though, is the Far Christian Right.  It's become politically expedient in that it's easy to win elections by being for the prosecution of the "war on drugs".  This has become as important as kissing babies.  And we simply haven't learned the lessons of the Prohibition.  This all goes back to the basic stupidity of the blind and sleeping average American.

93/93

pj

i'd like to know what it was like before reefer was illegalized. of course things are different now so i am more inclined to support opinions as to what would happen now, including criminal laws such as the "drug kingpin" (entailing a life sentence and even the death penalty) which are utterly ridiculous. but like the Prohibition period, try to ban it and it will probably be legalized eventually. i think though, there would be people who would want to mass-produce or dilute it, which wouldn't work. despite regulations on alcohol and tobacco (which are deserved) it would suck if the same were applied to pot.   93 Cammy

Well, prior to it becoming totally illegal the Govermetn regulated it 

through Pharmacies

 There was a Marijuana Stamp (Licensee actually) That included That and Coca

products and Heroin and etc. etc.

 Then The 1970 Drug enforcement Laws were enacted That right was taken away 

form the Pharmacy to sell and distribute on Prescription (Or by recorded sale 

in A Class B Poison and Drug Book) which allowed thesale of Fairly small 

portions In a 72 hour period if it didn't exceed a certain amount>

 This created the Drug enforcement administration

DEA

Regards johnmoon3717@aol.com

no wonder people liked Coca-Cola so much :) suprised the PC crowd didn't urge for the name to be changed though.   93 Cammy

