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Thanks to South of Strange




Blame guns. Blame the media. Blame video games. Blame Marilyn Manson. Blame angst. Blame abortion. Blame the president. Blame Koreans. Blame global warming. Blame the victims. Blame the university. 

Whatever you do, don't blame the killer. it's not PC.

People always want to look for some easy answer to these tragedies: If only we'd done X, Y, or Z, they wail, maybe this wouldn't have happened.

Folks, the word "maybe" is the hole in that kind of thinking. Take all the guns, ban all the music, turn off all the TV sets, and there's still no guarantee against the next incident of school violence. 

I suppose there's a natural tendency for us to react by putting these killers in a kind of opinion-laboratory and dissecting them.

And so it was that we watched the videos, saw the pictures, and read the manifesto, over and over and over again. The 24-hour news cycle has completely digested Cho's ravings for us, like food that's mashed into paste for the toothless to eat. 

We all know he was mentally ill, and had been since childhood. We all know he was a problem student. We all know that at least one teacher was terrified of him. But the system failed to protect us from him, and we want to know why. 

So we take every possible suspect and eliminate them, one at a time, in search of the "real" culprit...

But it all comes down to a matter of opinion, which means that no one will ever agree on what the "real" culprit is. 

Personally, I blame zero-tolerance policies in school -- yeah, that's right. I blame non-violence.

I blame the stupid, vapid, long-haired, non-meat-eating, Star Trek Voyager -watching streak within American society that thinks violence is never acceptable.

Because every school shooter in the last fifteen years has shared two distinct characteristics: they are male, and they have been victims of bullying. 

My God, have you seen the "conflict resolution" nonsense they teach kids these days? We are supposed to stop bullies with our loving attention instead of a pop to the fucking mouth.

True story. 

Many years ago, a friend of mine got beat up by an older kid in the neighborhood.

When he went to his dad, crying and looking for sympathy, his father got him a great big stick from the backyard.

"You go right now, and you hit that bully over the head, or I'm gonna WHOOP your ASS," He said. "Never, ever let a bully get away scot-free!" 

My friend ran up to the bully, cried "I'M SORRY!", and knocked him out cold.

The bully never, ever messed with my friend again.

Matter of fact... He stopped bullying almost anyone.

Imagine that story happening today.

I can hear the gasps out there, right now.

Left-coasties are all sucking in a collective breath: "How DARE that man teach his son to use violence as a solution!" 

Today, my friend's dad would probably be arrested.

We teach kids to NOT hit back, to come running to the overstressed/underpaid teachers instead, to internalize their fear or avoid conflict altogether instead of meeting it head-on. 

It was thought this would make us a less-violent species, but in fact it has only made us sick from fighting our desperate desire to smash a bully's face with our elbows.

We don't teach our kids to fight; in fact, we won't even let them learn. 

And then we are shocked -- SHOCKED! -- when, bereft of the average fighting knowledge a caveman would have, they look for the means to exact a final, furious vengeance.

And so it is that I say: when we took the fists out of school, that is when the guns came IN. 

"IF ONLY" Seung-Hui Cho had been encouraged to act out as a child -- to meet his tormentors with a good nut-kick, instead of internalizing his rage -- then "MAYBE" he wouldn't have shot and killed 33 people later. 

But really... As much as we blame the influences on Cho (internal or external, probable or possible), ultimately he was a culpable adult.

He knew exactly what he was doing. He planned and organized the shootings. He made us a video in which he blames everyone but himself. And he killed in cold blood, over and over again; he could have stopped at any time, but CHOSE not to stop. And then he chose the coward's way out, killing himself, because he was such a little pussy that he didn't want to face the music afterwards. 
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This was enjoyable, thanks for sending it.  Here's another reason why Liber AL truly remains not only on the cutting edge of human thought, but quite controversial.  It ultimately teaches us that we are each personally responsible for our own lives.  This is not something that the other religions teach.  The others have god doing things for them; Jesus will take away your sins, God will give his grace, there's a reward in heaven and punishment in hell et al.  This part of the superstitious mindset is a way to get around responsibility.
"As brothers fight ye."  In Crowley's commentary, he talks about two guys in a fist fight, ultimately developing a certain respect for each other.  And he talks about the stupidity of 'giving the other cheek' ... a Christist "virtue."  There's no virtue in allowing yourself to be humiliated and mutilated.  Recognize that we are all brothers and sisters on this planet; then, if someone strikes you...punch him back!  And in the adult world, prosecute him and make him pay as much as possible for being such a neanderthal.
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As an aside, I did not write the blog, but enjoyed it and agreed with the author so I linked to it on my blog. 

 

I am now hearing debate on the role violent video games may have played in these murders! We will look to place guilt on everything and anything to avoid blaming the guy that actually shot 32 of his schoolmates. Some are saying that if VT allowed guns on their campus- which apparently is legal according to the State- Cho wouldn’t have gotten as far as he did. Whether or not that would have prevented anything, it is interesting to consider having to carry a gun to school, just in case something like this was to happen. What an interesting way to live! I am all for it. But if people are living in that much fear, they would be likely to shoot from the hip, someone who may just be asking for spare change. And if we weren’t all trained to passivity, maybe a handful of students could have subdued Cho before he finished his rampage. Now that he is dead, he will (or has already) become another ‘martyr.”
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These kind of shootings are really new to our society.  I see them as a warning sign that alienation in our technological culture is increasing.  As we all continue more and more, to be dehumanized in our environment, dramatic 'freak' events keep occurring.  The 'will to power' entrenches itself into our collective psyche and whether its manifestation is to pick on certain children at the grade school level, or to deny opportunity to some on the adult level, the backlash can be devastating.
This is as much the nature of Ra-Hoor-Khuit being reflected into the human sphere.  Vengeance was a part of the motive, war looms through the character of the attack.  We as a society must begin ourselves and to teach our children to recognize the divinity inherent in all people.  And we must extend an "inalienable" right of human dignity to all people.
In order to do this, the slave mentality that stands at the base of all institutionalized religions must be eschewed.
This shooting has been another reminder that this is so.
And so now, the Wiccans have been accepted into the midst of the slave-mind herd.
Things just seem to be moving more and more into a dangerous direction.
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There is in the worst of fortune the best of chances for a happy change.

-Euripides
regards
johnmoon3717@aol.com
You should all see the video of his confession. He was really nuts! He probably could have been subdued by some perceptive people, whether by students or psychiatrists...seeing as there were people who were afraid of him, and for good reason. I wondered if he made threats in the past; one can report them without violence, though I'm not sure of the course of action. As a ticking time bomb, he should have been a real cause for concern. Look at the Columbine kids, who had stopped taking their medication. But parents like to say,"You can't tell me how to raise my kids!" Whackjobs with a history aren't obligated to undergo clinical observation, therapy or anger management, unless something major happens! sometimes with loss of life. 

And yes, pressing assault charges on the aggressor is really empowering :) I'm just glad it was done at that time and not later, though it should have been done sooner. 
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