Sun, 14 Jul 2002 22:37:32 -0000

Subject: [Gnosticism] Controlled Folly

"...A man of knowledge chooses a path with heart and follows it; and 

then he looks and rejoices and laughs; and then he sees and knows.

     He knows that his life will be over altogether too soon; he 

knows that he, as well as everybody else, is not going anywhere; he 

knows, because he sees, that nothing is more important than anything 

else.

     In other words a man of knowledge has no honour, no dignity, no 

family, no name, no country but only life to be lived, and under 

these circumstances his only tie to his fellow man is his controlled 

folly.

     Thus a man of knowledge endeavours, and sweat and puffs, and if 

one looks at him he is just like any ordinary man, except that the 

folly of his life is under control.

     Nothing being more important than anything else, a man of 

knowledge chooses any act, and acts it out as if it matters to him.

     His controlled folly makes him say that what he does matters and 

makes him act as if it did,

and yet he knows that it doesn't; so when he fulfills his acts he 

retreats in peace, and whether his acts were good or bad, or worked 

or didn't, is in no way part of his concern."

             (Carlos Castaneda, A Separate Reality--

               Further Conversations with Don Juan)

Pro2012

You'll like this Cammy...synchronicity for your post...  
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 proclus2012 <PROCLUS12@HOTMAIL.COM>wrote:  To: gnostic_ascension@yahoogroups.com

From: "proclus2012" <PROCLUS12@HOTMAIL.COM>

Date: Mon, 15 Jul 2002 06:08:33 -0000

Subject: [gnostic_ascension] Re: Controlled Folly

Hi alex,

I came across this Castaneda quote while surfin the web... and it 

made lots of sense that if we start believing who we say we are we 

will not get to know our true inner selves.

But we are still part of this thing they call "society" and must 

contribute without giving up our inner journeys.

It is best to pretend this "physical" world matters, to keep up with 

society, but knowing all the while you have other more important 

things to do like..... the advancement of your soul.

Pro2012

The problem with Castaneda is that he committed academic 

fraud. His doctoral dissertation in anthropology which was the 

basis of his first book is a complete fiction presented as an 

anthropolocical study (thus no claim for metaphor can be made 

in defense of Castaneda - by accepting a Ph.D. for this work he 

claims this to be a true and actual study as a shaman's 

apprentice).

So much of Castaneda's material is reworded Gurdjieff that a 

parallel textual analysis will show that he places Gurdjieff's 

ideas in the mouth of the Don Juan Matus - a completely fictional 

character whom we are expected to believe was real.

Castaneda's treatment of nagualism is also imaginary and does 

not reflect what is understood as nagual among the nahuatl, and 

uto-nahuatl speaking peoples of Mexico and the United States 

southwest. Likewise his treatment of the tonal is not valid; 

Castaneda did not do any real fieldwork nor does he present a 

verifiable ethnography in any of his books.

Castaneda's ethnobotanical material is likewise imaginary and 

this was in fact pointed out as fraudulent by none other than 

Gordon Wasson who was THE ethnobotanist responsible for the 

modern rediscovery of the use of mushrooms, morning glory, 

and other herbs in the remote Sierra Mazateca of Mexico.  

Castaneda's descriptions of the plants and their usage bear no 

resemblance to their actual usages among the Mexican 

indigenous.

Finally, Castaneda is anything but traditional gnosticism, sorry to 

say, perhaps some list like "Sustained Action" would be better.

Morph

Hi Proclus,  
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Whether a Casteneda, a Crowley or a Gurdjieff; a Blavatsky, a Fakir or an Alchemist, most great masters were also 'Tricksters'...Mercury being the traditional sacred planet that rules over them and is the 'Messenger of God' (or the gods).  And the Trickster brings the holy message...though as per one of Crowley's holy books, the master tells the truth and the people find a lie...the master tells a lie and the people find the truth.  

93/93  
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I am afraid of Castaneda.

My sense is that Controlled Folly as described in the passage quoted 

is not Gnostic.

Equally, Castaneda's 'Man of Knowledge' is not a 'Man of Gnosis', 

although the description seems to be that of the pneumatic who has 

moved beyond worldly attachments.

Castaneda's proposal is a counsel of despair.  In his cosmogony, the 

possibility of the Stauros and the Pleroma beyond it is denied. He 

suggests we cease to seek for meaning, and resign ourselves to the 

round of psychic and hylic worldly existence.  Although we should 

strive to be free of Attachments and indulgences, we should not seek 

for meaning even within the material, let alone beyond it.   

What is entirely absent from Castaneda is any soteriological element.

The pneumatic is persuaded to become resigned to a condition of 

existentialistic meaninglessness.  Worse still, in Castaneda it is 

Existentialism with the somewhat gnostic element of rebellion 

replaced by the resignation and complacency of controlled folly.  Far 

from serving the aims of gnosticism, Castaneda is erecting a final 

snare and deception to turn the individual away from gnosis.

Castaneda's philosophy is a way of being not *of* the world, of being 

able to sustain an awakened state, and yet it enforces a separation 

from the pleroma and continued imprisonment in the world via the 

pernicious means of the Veil of existential meaninglessness he 

interposes.

In 'The Eagle's Gift', Castaneda teaches that the apprentice should 

achieve a condition of awareness which at least borders on gnosis, 

and then completely eliminates the soteriological significance of 

this and reinterprets it as a state which would only be of value from 

a standpoint of mundane egoic indulgence.  There is the 

countergnostic view  that there is nothing beyond the Great 

Eagle/Demiurgos, and  the best the pneumatic can do is to retain an 

egoic consciousness which will evade consumption by the eagle after 

death.  Such extended existence is then conducted in the same spirit 

of controlled folly that renders it no more than extended indulgence.

Castaneda's 'new' sorcerers moreover seek merely to buy themselves a 

little extra meaningless time, for fear of the Anne Rice type horrors 

which befell their predecessors in quest for immortality.  This is a 

further countergnostic assertion, since the Soteros is not subject to 

death.

Having evaded the belly of the Eagle,  the individual does not move 

forward to the pleroma (not admitted in Castaneda's system), but 

remains imprisoned in  a bardo "Nagual/Tonal" realm until he or she 

eventually loses energy (a thing they can vampirise from the living 

to a limited degree) and fades out. 

What Castaneda never realises (or admits) is that the Great Eagle 

Demiurgos is also the Dweller on the Threshold aka Choronzon.  

Moreover he fails to understand (confirming his thinking is not 

gnostic) that the only part of the individual this Eagle would be 

able to eat is the nafs/ego/persona. And the pneumatic, as touched 

upon in Morph's recent post, actually *needs* to get rid of this 

ballast anyway (at death of the body, the Christed being would offer 

precious little nourishment to the Eagle).  The entire purpose of the 

human ego is to be Eagle kibble, and it is worth considering that 

this is what the insane Demiurgos (as P.K.Dick has it) created and 

farmed humankind for.  

What matters, as the Valentinians knew, is whether the indigestible 

seed of Light remaining has awoken into Gnosis, or whether it remains 

inert and dormant (or had been put back to sleep by a philosophy such 

as Castaneda's) and is still subject to recycling on the Wheel.  

Those 'naguals' who manage to escape the Eagle with nafs intact to 

return to the meaningless playground of controlled folly, will be 

enacting a process also advocated by the Temple of Set, and become 

what some traditions refer to as Black Brothers.

It seems that although illumination or gnosis is a part of the 

pneumatic state, it is still possible for the pneumatic to be 

deflected from a fully soteriorlogical awakening and understanding. 

The pneumatic who is unawakened to an understanding of this aspect is 

easy prey for the seemingly enobling stoicism of the controlled folly 

philosophy, in which  the individual is again brought under the 

control of the Law and persuaded into the folly of accepting that 

there is nothing to strive for beyond it.

Castaneda is teaching his readers that gnosis and the salvific are 

impossible, and that consciousness itself is fundamentally material 

in that he denies the existence of a divine spark and posits an ego 

which if not eaten, still has a very brief shelf life after death. 

The exercise of controlled folly instructs readers precisely  that 

they should set aside any gnostic perceptions as being indulgent and 

unrealisitc, and instead to re-embrace matter.  In place of the 

wisdom of serpents, Castaneda's followers strive to become Controlled 

Fools.

Thus I find Castaneda's continued popularity frightening.

Felis

Hi all, 

That much of what Castaneda wrote is bullshit is not particularly surprising. But he attracted a huge following, and there's a reason for that. 

Simply, regardless of the bullshit, there is a great deal of good, accessible material in his books. 

And Truth is Truth - no matter where one finds it. 

"Sorting the wheat from the chaff" is what we all do anyway - why should it be any different with Castaneda's books? 

Either way, I am not prepared to discount EVERYTHING Castaneda wrote because it was written under false pretenses. 

It's still some inspired fiction, and I've read and derived great benefit from plenty of inspired fiction. 

-Holli 

I find the author of this response to have missed the point infront of his nose.

Castaneda speaks from a level as he says of "knowledge" to which experience of this level is invaribly accurate of what he states. 

Also as I currently understand "though not weel read in his material" is that he fore warns of the level of power and is reluctant of some, of his own material being common. Perse, this may be due to the importance of what is stated in this exampled writing of the level of knowledge being so necessary. This "I" can say atleast, from my own knowledge acquired and what it has revealed at what real power is and its means of attainment that are best done in the context of the greater good for humanity and nature which are not an easy balance, since nature takes precedence over humanity and this is the edge that one of power must balance on while still in a human body and seeing the purpose behind both levels of existance.

Chris

Hi Chris, 93 I like your assessment of my old friend Sekmet (the frigid bitch).  She was a host of problems and a chaste woman extraodinaire.  She started out quite enamored by Casteneda, but became more enamored by another old friend and changed her philosophies to suit his paranoias as they seemed more developed than her own (both his philosophies and his paranoias, both of which she took on). In the particular essay that you reviewed, she uses her emotional preconceptions to affect her intellection...to obfuscate and blur what's right "in front of [her] nose."  Notice her message starts with the sentence:  "I am afraid of Casteneda."  Well...fear is the mind-killer.  She has nothing of value to say from that point forward. 93/93 pj

Hi Chris,
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A wonderful response...yes, my attainment if it is to be virtuous, must be a benefit to humanity.  So I must succeed out of my love for others...for Not-I or as we say in Thelema, for Nuit.  And my attainment will raise the bar for the human race, it will bring us all up...as does your attainment and everyone's attainment.  It is with this in mind that I root for my students and I cheer them on.  It is a pure joy to see them succeed.  As Nuit says:

AL I.13:  "I am above you and in you.  My ecstasy is in yours.  My joy is to  see your joy." 
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