93 PJ,
 

Crowley mentioned the "irresponsible" behaviour of much of humanity, even during his time. Of course this has escalated during our time through the Passage of the Child. He mentioned this in the Equinox from memory - in his Comment to Blavatsky's "Voice of the Silence". (I could fish out the ref. should you need.)

 

The difference between "Childish" behaviour, and elemental behaviour, is I think best described re. sex - it being, as Leary said, "the first mask of the Will". Essentially a child sees nothing wrong with anything - which is why the idea of protection is of course necessary. But an Elemental has a double-nature re. sexual contact - due to it being virginal to human contact and ways. In essence, as AC put it so succintly, an Elemental will in sexual matters veer between on the one hand sheer lasciviousness and almost vulgarity, to on the other an almost hysterical prudishness, feigning shock or horror etc. 'Feigning' because they don't know what to think or act, not being used to our ways.

 

I am not ashamed or prude enough to admit I talk from first-hand experience - you would be a fool to say such a thing unless true. Remember also Eliphas Levi realised the importance of the matter by famously warning; "The insensate love of such beings may destroy the Magus" - here we may substitute 'magician' for 'Magus' as the latter is an A.'. A.'. degree.

 

I would go further and say the "woman sent to destroy" the Neophyte of A.'. A.'. is often such an elemental in female form (as they can often be) as these are easier "directed" by the Secret Chiefs of A.'. A.'.. One can only talk from experience...another curious element to Elementals is they can mimic your speech - to the point you almost become convinced yourself.

 

93 93/93.

 

R.

 

P.S. Who is "Mother" - to me it's a Peter Cook sketch.

Hi Rob,
93

It is interesting that you mention the Ordeal of the Nephesch and the vampiric woman that attacks the Neophyte.  I of course, have seen this born out time and again in the male Aspirant.  But curiously enough, so far, of the women I've seen, it seems they actually work on destroying themselves...with one exception (so far), a student of mine who worked so hard during her Neophyte period that she actually completed her Task in the minimum time allotted.  She didn't give herself the time to do herself in and remains an exceptional Initiate to this very moment.

Consistently though, I've seen the others in one way or another, do themselves in because of something to do with their sexuality, coupled with of course, their shadow nature.  So I have to imagine the male, also victimized by his shadow nature, unconsciously projects this first onto a woman or women.
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93 PJ, 
 

Interesting observation. I've never had a female Probationer under my charge (probably the gods telling me something) but I suppose as a woman draws things into herself, the Neophyte lady may manifest that scorpionic element within, and do the job herself. A male does of course project, but these vampires are sent to do their job, and if the magician understands the process, these harridans flee, and often are the worst for the experience. Emmisaries nonetheless. Initiation works two ways after all.

 

93 93/93.

 

R.

The Elementals of which you speak exist symbolically in the Tarot, as the Princesses(as Crowley points out in the Book of Thoth, wherein he uses the aforementioned quote from Levi), and possess as much merit as woe, if the ordeal is properly carried out through every sphere. And so far as the Male projects upon the female: if the female be not truly elemental, so to speak, but a role-player, she may also come out better and stronger for the experience. "fear not to undergo the curses." And in the case of the pure elemental, she may be integrated if she plays her cards right.
 

There are also those that have degraded themselves to that position. They have been broken down to their elements. These are exceedingly powerful, and arrogant in their power. But they have lost Understanding, and muddled Knowledge. There are actually quite a few hucksters and peddlers in the current capitalist movement known as "New Age" that are these very ones. I have met more than I would like to admit. 

 

I have often played a game which might be called "spurn the elemental". It is a dangerous game. Constant Vigilance and Valour(Discretion, being the better part thereof), have been the only things to salvage me from absolute disaster. And, of course, the Will fo GOD. So to speak. :)

 

Of course, I cannot speak of formal initiations,  as I have experienced no such things. I can only speak of those things which have befallen my own person. But the pattern is most certainly there. I have had four "involved" relationships. Respectively, each was: Earth of: Earth, Fire, Water, and Air. Fire burns Earth, which boils Water, from which dissipates Air. This is also the nature of my processes of thought.  The interplay of these Women in my Life at their respective Times and Places is far too synchronistic for me to ignore, or dismiss. But a lot of that may be internalized, I suppose. Nonetheless, I am grateful to the Almighty Divine for the experience. 

 

I felt this might add something valuable to the conversation.

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE

Rommial

Hi Charles and Rob
93

 

This discussion on the elementals is exceedingly interesting.  Charles your depiction of those 'powerful people reduced to their elements, and lacking understanding' (paraprs.) matches some of my experiences.  these people almost always get what they want, but they are a blind force, they cannot listen, or make strategies.  But they can hypnotize many people into losing themselves in service of the elementals agenda.  Lately I have been encountering many people like this, and since I am still alive, I have developed my magic sword, and wand.  That is I am more immune now to those unconscious magickal attacks that people claiming to be good friends will send out.  This is usually some emotional conditioning that attempts to pull one from the great work.  

 

But women...ouch... Women for me are like moonshine for an Irish man!  I'm an Irish English hybrid, however. Of course, the real problem women or new agers, is not the people themselves, but I think our need to develope the strength to over come our own lower egos.  Since It is the lower ego, I think that does the buying and selling.
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Ryan

Hi Rob,
93

I forgot to mention in my last post on this thread...Mother was the counterpart of Sri Aurobindo.  She is credited with having developed his science of the cells.  I wholeheartedly recommend you read up on her.  Start with Satprem's 'Mother or the Divine Materialism' and then his 'Life of the Cells.'  It will double your understanding of the Formula of ON!

Of course, it is also important to read Patrizia Norelli Bachelet's 'Gnostic Circle' (the correspondences w/Thelema are incredible!...too bad in my private dialogue with her, she turned out to be such an asshole) and 'The New Way."  They were both devotees of Mother in Auroville; outside Pondicherry, India.

I just started reading Satprem's 10 volume set of Mother's lectures, called 'Mother's Agenda.'  Fascinating!
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Hi Charles,
93
You touch on something very important.  There are plenty that see one thing or another without comprehending the whole.  And then they indulge that part to such disproportion that they destroy the integrity of their soul.  This is of course, not confined to just the NewAgers...but to many in the various Magickal communities, from Thelema to G.D. ... and even now as I am learning, this F.R.A. associate, Samael Aun Weor.
All prophets may be "true" in that they understand a little.  But that doesn't make them accomplished Initiates.  They've developed a husk, but there's no ear (pun) of corn inside.  So while they develop some inordinate power along some line or other, they are as Magickal 'Idiot Savants;' having overdeveloped the tendencies of their character armor, rather than breaking down the character armor to achieve transformation.
Any strong Qabalist recognizes the need for balance.  The ability to calculate gematrias or invent Notariqon-based formulae doesn't make one a Qabalist.  Self-assessment is the beginning of the work.  And as it is said in the ancient axiom: Know Thyself.
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Hi Ryan,
93
I think the New Age movement may have started out well-enough.  What is essentially the problem is its roots in Christism.  By latching onto this dead egregore, it can find nothing wholesome and vital...and must ultimately become corrupted.
In this same way, with all the splintering, Thelema suffers for now...still stung by the cowering 80s.  In other words, we remain products of our conditioning and the time in which we live.  The key is to build the new paradigm: "Build it and they will come."
But I really like your key point...these imbalanced forces have the ability to hypnotize; to vampirize.  The allure of overdeveloping a strong tendency in one's energetic character matrix has its own seduction; one that Crowley warns against.  We need to develop the weakest parts of ourselves in order to attain that Qabalistic balance.  When all the forces in us are found to be in a more harmonious relation, then and only then do we become complete microcosms...true humans.
Until then, we are all elementals; struggling to find the Wake World.
93/93
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PJ:
I concur with your assessments about the Qabalistic Balance, but harbor two rebuttals. Firstly, that due to the contingencies of past Karma, one may actually be incapable of certain Works, yet still inwardly comprehend their Nature and Significance. And, consequently, one may spend not one lifetime, but many, developing this Balance - and this may indeed be the very intention of One who has already achieved such a balance during the course of a single lifetime, to expand or broaden the Tree throughout many. Crowley somewhat touches on this when he speaks of the Magical Memory, but not quite. 

 

Think of it like levels of difficulty on a video game; or someone purposely taking a handicap while engaging in some sporting event, like spotting the other party (or parties) points. 

 

Also, what can we mean when we speak of Balance, really? There's this concentric circle, chain type of concept that comes to mind - that Equilibrium may be not a matter of symmetry, per se, but of Adjustment according to the relation of any given subject to its environment, and the needs it may manifest as according to the experiences which its Core may seek. It may be that this or that one needs be the Vampire, or the Shell, or any other such thing. 

 

Yet I should think it would take an individual of exceptionally keen insight to confidently assert such a role for themselves. Otherwise this would simply be intellectual laziness. Or the vanity of which you spoke in another thread, having something to do with hostile forces as a catalyst of Attainment. 

 

Nonetheless, it is "food for thought".

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE

Rommial 

93
Hi Charles,

 

I am intrigued by your depiction of balance as adjustment to environmental circumstances.  In one sense it is both an end and a means, in one sense I suppose no one really attains balance per se; rather they attain the habit of adjustment.  Here balance becomes dynamic, it is the habit of adjustment, which requires another habit: to be awake, aware in each moment, much like a walking a tight rope.  But this also implies the maxim stability is change.  That is balance requires constant adaptation.  

 

Would this not tie in with the maxim 'do what thou wilt'  It is the mode of attainment, but it also requires constant doing on one level, and eventually annihilation of the ego on another, hence bliss.  Or as I think PJ put it in one of his articles "Nirvana in action".
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Ryan

Hi Charles,
93
I've never been certain of this idea called reincarnation; at least not for the common lot of people.  I can see someone congealing a soul to survive the 'second death.'  And they don't necessarily have to be mystics, per se.  For example, what makes the child prodigy in music?  And we know of cases where children without lessons, that have played music exquisitely.  I am more than inclined to think that the ardor of mastering a musical instrument (virtuosity!....that undefineable concept, per Plato) somehow engages this process.  This harkens back to a previous conversation on this list, where I spoke of 'moving the soul.'
In terms of the spiritual path, should someone have engaged this process through the ardor of spiritual discipline, I am more inclined to imagine they've completed enough of their task to have come to terms with balancing a certain part of their nature.  So in my view, understanding without capacity doesn't seem to admit the probability of working out karma; though of course, it may be possible.
And I don't see karma in a Western sense at all...it's not about sin, reward and punishment.  That's the Christist model for the slave mentality.  Karma literally means 'to do'...it's about action.  So I can see someone getting caught up in a karmic situation and needing to play the game to its end.  But I don't see the Universe keeping a book of all the good and bad things we do.  It just doesn't make sense that one would purposely reincarnate as a shell to pay a bad debt.  Shells are damned to dimensia.
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Hi Ryan,
93
Yes, constant adaption...evolution.
You're either doing this or not.
The armchair intellectual may understand the process; but if he or she is blind to their own inaction, what good does this knowledge do them.
They have fallen into the pit called Because...and they perish with their reason.  The only way to find that factor, infinite and unknown, is to experience its effects (the unexpected that comes into our planned actions; for better [good luck] or for worse [bad luck]); experience being the key word.  And experience takes action; will is action...that's what I said in my opening page to the GCL site.
93/93
pj
===
ps: if it weren't for bad luck, I'd have no luck at all....lol.
Hi Ryan,
93
I'd also like to respond to this idea of annihilation of the ego.  No one's ever done this and lived (poor pun...sorry).  All the great masters are nothing but great egos; constantly teaching; standing up to the world and saying "look at me."  The abyss experience seems more appropriately and experience of transcending the ego...temporarily.  After all, the Master of the Temple, while casting a star in the heavens, also reflects back down into the Ruach and the realm of personality...ego.
This is why I constantly rail against the 'ego-losers' ... loser being the key word.  Is there really any difference between losing your ego and cutting off your head?  If so, somebody get me a horse (headless horseman...lol); my kingdom for a horse!  (good pun...Shakespeare).
:-)
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Hey PJ
93

Great point and I agree, I guess I should have clarified.  What I meant by annihilation was the transcendence.  I guess annihilation is too miss leading.  No I do not wish to annihilate my ego in a literal sense as you pointed out.  

 

I'm glad you made this point because I am so sick of Buddhist New agers critiqueing the involvement of the ego in the Thelemic system.  Here I am refering mostly to collegues at university.  All of these individuals go on buddhist meditation retreats, and come back thinking they are enlightened, when in reality they are just doped by self induced relaxation, and then let all go to hell in their lives.  Many of these 'egoless' people are just underdeveloped lower egos who have managed to annihilate what I percieve to be some of the more useful parts of the ego.  I.e, the intellect faculties and elements of the Ruach.  They usually hand in assignments late due to their drug habits and make over essentialized romantic claims about the eastern traditions they study.  They grow senile and think they are enlightened!

 

Of course there is usually an equal embrace of the solopsistic side of postmodernism, projected onto their oriental pipe dreams.  I personally prefer to go straight to town with bj's and opium, rather than veiling my vices in buddhist words.  lol.
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
Very funny...pass the bj and opium...it's my turn.  :-)
My experience with Ray Eales was just this...they called him the Oriental Thelemite.  Living in his community in Tampa, I was in a contant barrage of being told I had not lost my ego as he attempted to make me feel inferior because of this.  And this is what separates him from the other Thelemics (they're not Thelemites in any sense of the word).
Yes, so many are meditation junkies.  Buddhism is for people who got beat up in high school.  It aggrandizes their petty egos and gives them the pretense to say they've rejected the world; when the world rejected them first...one big psychological protection mechanism.
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Hey PJ
93

Its un-nerving to consider all darker motifs lurking within the self proclaimed 'light workers'.  In one poem I wrote several years ago where I encountered this 'bog of utter darkness' I described the christist world as '...a bog, painted over with but the thinnest layer of paint.'  of course the darkness is made darker, by such superficial illusions fed to us as children.  Embrace the darkness (our shadow) until our pojections whither and the darkness becomes simply a higher frequency of light.  But there is nothing so evil as the 'evil' created by the christist sense of the 'good'.  It was quite an experience, where the pretty mask of that world was torn off, and the maggots were exposed.  This occurred ironically in 1999 when I first began serious experiments with magick.  
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
The core problem in Christism, including most of the world's established religions, is the connection to the Manichaen Heresy.  This includes the idea that there are such absolutes as good and evil.  It has of course also infected the Western Mystery Tradition as well.  So many groups, from the Golden Dawn to the F.R.A., New Agers and Pagans still cling to this false notion.  Under its vampiric spell, one becomes convinced that he or she must be good and that they must fight against evil.  It wastes the soul in a sour soup of self-righteousness.
And don't think, though Crowley has taken great care to write to the contrary, that Thelema has avoided this curse.  It has not.  So many Thelemites, especially (but not limited to) Caliphate drones even aspire to a pleasant nod from priests and rabbis.  All this external relating has distracted them from where the work is to be done; within oneself.  This is the nature of the vampire, to draw one's energy out and away from oneself.  The Manichaen Heresy does this quite nicely.
But it cannot be fought against or we will fall into the same trap; making this heresy the evil and evoking our own illusionary self-righteousness.  We can't waste our energy evangelizing against it.  We know that someone trying to convince another of one's point of view is actually at work at his or her own conversion.
The 'light workers' espouse a false ideal and deny their own shadow.  So rather than sublimating it as you so eloquently describe in your post, it becomes suppressed and blurts forth in a manner that the 'light worker' can't see; he or she can't see the ugly things they do.  And they hold up their narcissistic mirror and say to themselves: "Oh what a good boy am I."  They are befuddled that others can't see the importance of being good.
I like to give this practice to people: wake up, look in the mirror and say to the image; "you're an asshole."  Keep track of those things that make you an asshole.  Then say to the image; "you're a good guy."  Keep track of those things that make you a good guy.  Learn to live with the fact that in our relation to life, we have sometimes to choose to be an asshole and sometimes to choose to be a good guy.  Good and evil are relative and not absolute terms.
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This dogma can't be avoided and is true below the abyss, so as long one is aware of how opposites must be transcended because true reality lies beyond them, they are the illusions of "maya" and "samsara." It is a dogma that helps instead of hinders the illuminated, while dooming the profane to heaven or hell both which are equally unbalanced  leading to suffering. All is as it should be.
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PJ:
In reply to your idea of my espousing Karma as debt: I didn't mean to insinuate any such thing. Rather, that there is a Core inviolable which does "reincarnate"(I will concur with you that this word is rather shaky in its meanings, and that I do not ascribe to any one specifically or generally, but rather cannot find a better expression), and that such a core is in no danger from suffering dimentia. The danger is that it may lose its Magical Memory, or it may become fragmented in such a manner as to prolong the dimentia longer than desired.... and "desire" here too fails me. This Core would not have a desire, but an Inertia to Infinite Experience. Your tangent below about Good and Evil as relative terms plays nicely into this. Eventually, all that would be left, on this particular plane of manifestation, would be dimentia, insofar as its Inertia to Infinite Experience, before it could move onto another plane, transcend itself. 

 

But good luck with all this jargon. It can ever only be "half-formed faces". 

 

Still, I enjoy the show. 

 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE 

Rommial  

Hi Granville,
93
This dogma can't be avoided as we will never eliminate human ignorance; at least amongst some.  There will always be a group of less sophisticated and more sophisticed soul-constructs produced by nature and the Universal Mind.
But Maya and Samsara have little to do with why people would find such absolutes.  Superstition based on ignorance is the reason.  Intellectual clarity shows effortlessly, that good and evil are relative terms.  It's the superstitious mind that loses all chance of clarity.
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Maya and Samsara create the illusion of evil absolutes are not found where duality exits there is only relativity and transcendence (the very nature of consciousness) is the only escape through the teachings of an esoteric i.e. gnosis knowledge of the universal mind beyond the abyss and duality. This ignorance you speak of is forgetfulness of the true nature of self the divinity within therefore they "feel little" as The Book of the Law says.
 

FR. Loci Genius Sorath
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93 PJ,
 

Karma should be conceived as more than "good points from grandfather", and is more immediate than most think. But certainly it can carry over each time to be dealt with. There is, I think, a choice how much you deal with each time. A.C. said he agreed to have 3 or 4 wretched lives in a row to "burn off" his "bad karma" in order to be unhampered in his Work. Indeed he said the Work of bringing in the Aeon would have been practically impossible on his part had he not done so.

 

93 93/93.

 

R.

Hi Rob,
93

Yes, Karma is more immediate than most people think.  That's a great point.  If one was to do something 'bad', such as stealing money from a friend, one has immediately alienated oneself from the world; at least to some small degree.  Constant repetition of such acts would ultimately destroy any integrity the soul might have as all our souls and the Earth and Heaven are integrally related.  And one would have cut themselves off from that connection.

And I do realize what Crowley said about his past lives.  And I don't feel this contradicts my earlier assertions.  Crowley, having a soul, the quality of an Ipsissimus, probably held his soul together to survive the second death and choose the nature of his next incarnations for some span of lifetimes in order to unwind from the web he wove for himself.  And I'm certain there are many others capable of doing this.  But all of them together would probably not span one percent of humanity at this point.

Most people are little more than walking undead.  The idea of this life surviving karmically into the next life doesn't really seem possible for them.  They will suffer the dispersion of Choronzon, which in itself is a blessing of grace from divine providence, as they'll find release from the "horror" of time (per Liber Trigrammaton).

Crowley by his indication, probably had a few alienating snares that needed to be undone in order to bring himself into a greater harmonious relation with the Earth and Heaven.  But he still managed to keep his feet below the Hell...scoundrel that he was :-) .
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Hi Granville,
93
Yes, what could the walking undead possibly feel?
93/93
pj
The Scorpionic aspect fits perfectly, Pluto dealing with power (Mars its subruler, with energy, the libido, and anger), in some type of vampiric relationship if not directly with an actual Scorpio.

An elemental can be any emotionally unbalanced man or woman, and I've met my own share as well. And until the Neophyte completes the Task, wouldn't s/he be an elemental as well? 

93

Cammy

Hi Cammy,

93

Very insightful in several cases.  Yes, there is something transformative happening, which requires the breakdown of the old egoic structure.  The psycho/physical process is in motion with the Neophyte being vested with a certain new power; making a more complete connection with the 93 Current.

Though that which is vampiric is an ordeal for the Probationer, who has to gain the inertia necessary to get started.  The ego will not easily go along with this and will try to maintain the psychosomatic structure that has prevailed to that point.  And so the current protects its purity by burning with a hidden fire; allowing the vampire to test the integrity of the Aspirant.  That is why the Aspirant is said to be on Probation.

All Aspirants are yet indeed, elementals; though some are more complete microcosms than others.  This depends on how far one has travelled in his or her initiation; e.g. A Philosophus would be more complete than a Zelator or a Neophyte.  But none are whole until the Dominus Liminis; none are ready for the true beginning of the Great Work, the quest for the H.G.A.

A mistake that a lot of Aspirants have made, from what I can see of the more active Aspirants in the various communities that I've had contact with, is that from lower grade and elemental positions, they strive too soon for the K&C.  They end up becoming adept at whatever off-balance elemental energy is foremost in their character armor.  And they think they've succeeded in Tiphareth; yet, they are really abortions...destined for failure in the Abyss.
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