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Been percieving lately,  it seems that magickal initiation involves opening a black hole, a crack so to speak, a weakness, an irratating source of pain.  This is the source of chaos and creativity; genius and insanity.  The crux involves devloping an equal amount of inner strenght and integrity to deal with this creative life energy creatively.  It seems that many musicians some artists, and poets who go bonkers, have simply opened up to some of this astral influence without the preliminary preparation of their ego, and microcosm.  

 

This explains why the little tedius rituals and tasks of magick are so necessary; arbitrary or not, they are necessary to develope an ego that can handle the stress of real creative power.  The real danger is in much new age thought that scoffs at the rigorous discipline of ritual magick or yoga, saying that just by believing or improvising they can get some results.  This is true, however most of the time (from my observations and past experience) they become flaky, un-balanced and sometimes their life literally gets flushed down the toilet.  

 

Some of the 'ego-losers' I know are simply trying to escape the pain of their finite psyche, 'the human condition' our general insanity.  Yet they are trying to destroy that part of themselves that has the potential to use this pain productively. Pain cannot be avoided; but our relation with it can be modified.
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
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Yes, most that come to the spiritual path are simply trying to escape from psychic trauma.  Should they find alleviation to this pain, they stick around (sometimes); especially in cases like the Caliphate where so many are inducted into a drug experience that really medicates away the pain; effectively alienating them from their own psyche...the pretense at ego loss.  Other such indulgences, whether that be joining in with the cult/dysfunctional family paradigm create parallel experiences.
And some, despite their involvement in these situations, find a resolution to their psychic trauma and again become adjusted or re-adjusted to society and can now cope with their day-to-day lives.  They then abandon the spiritual community and re-join their churches and social institutions.  They have been lulled back to sleep; having shut off the alarm clock.
For some artists, yes, they've seen too much without the proper fortification (AL III.4:  "Choose ye an island!"  AL III.5:  "Fortify it!" AL III.6:  "Dung it about with enginery of war!") and they've gone mad in one way or another (Jim Morrison...Beethoven's deafness).
93/93
pj
I think that by magickal initiation we simply become aware of our own insanity that was already present...and the work one has to do in order to get balanced, while at the same time observing the neuroses of others, those who are (more) asleep. It's of course dangerous, and very intimidating, like wandering in a dark cave and trying to find the way out. The problem isn't necessarily getting initiated, because once that's done one has to be persistent and consistent in some degree in order for the results to be concrete. And if one  isn't initiated, it's all talk anyway.
Usually I am aware of pain within myself (psychic trauma), the purpose of which is to motivate me...and if more psychic trauma occurs, it deepens and interferes with day-to-day living, draining me of energy...like opening up an old wound. I drink alcohol on occasion - socially or by myself - and know other people who have family histories of alcoholism, and one lady has never drank alcohol...very angry all the time and therefore, feeling very guilty. I'm not angry all the time, and don't want to be as miserable as her or any other common man (with the same dream of getting a house with a picket fence, being married with 2.5 kids, a dog and cat) but all the same, I can relate to her pain. Such is the paradox of being "against the people," though we are still brothers and live among them.
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Cammy

Likewise it should be remarked: that so long as one strives on such a path merely from the desire to get results, there will never be aught but pain to accompany the cumbersome weight of manifested force which upon themselves they place. As a supremely ironic antithesis to Neitsche's "Will to Power", the likes of which he posed as a solution to what he percieved as what had become(through Christian dogma - re: The Anitchrist) a cowardly tendency toward nihilism, failure to revert to nought is the very cause of this Sorrow, this swirling dust-demon: the ego. Again we are met with the need for Equilibrium - hence we find in certain Tarot decks the attribution of ATU I  to "The Juggler"; a fitting medieval blind for The Magus. 
 

AUMGN, AMEN & AGAPE

Rommial :)
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Yes, the seeking of a goal...lust of result.
Why does a painter paint?
Why does the musician play?
Why does the lover love?
Not for some goal; but for the sheer sake of doing it.
It is one of the reasons why the A.'.A.'. is so ruthless and one of the reasons why the ego-loser mentality is so dangerous.  It keeps people yearning for what they can never have.  And the dust-devils hold their sway; freezing one into a nihilistic trance.
These ego-loser preachers are soul destroyers.
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