	Hello,

I want to start a discussion on the Thoth Tarot card the 5 of swords so i can get some really good info that i will be able to finally understand from a Astrological  perspective.  
Kevin...


Hi Kevin,

My astrological perspective is that Venus can tend to be lazy and do anything just to keep the peace, even if that means giving up. It looks good on the surface but inside is corrupting. 

Venus in Aquarius means that there is a universal ideal in regards to romance, which perhaps can never be attained or is very hard to. A friendly, socially intellectual but detached person who needs to feel more. Ideals do motivate us though, because we have something to aspire to. Unpredictable, eccentric with sudden changes in relationships. 

With Venus naturally ruling the sign Libra, an air sign, and in this case ruling Aquarius, another air sign, I take it to mean that it has not evolved or moved on to another element. 

 I don't know why Venus in Aquarius is considered bad here. I guess it is when our dreams have been shattered to pieces. Look at it more in terms of the 5 swords, below.

 

From the Book of Thoth:

FIVE OF SWORDS
Geburah, as always, produces disruption; but as Venus here rules Aquarius, weakness rather than excess of strength seems the cause of disaster. The intellect has been enfeebled by sentiment. The defeat is due to pacifism. Treachery also may be implied.
The hilts of the swords form the inverted pentagram, always a symbol of somewhat sinister tendency. Here matters are even worse; none of the hilts resembles any of the others, and their blades are crooked or broken. They give the impression of drooping; only the lowest of the swords points upwards, and this is the least effective of the weapons. The rose of the previous card has been altogether disintegrated.
The historian is happy to observe two perfect illustrations of the mode of this card and the last in the birth of the Aeon of (1) Osiris, (2) Horus. He will note the decay of such Virtue as char acterized Sparta and Rome, ending in the establishment of the Pax Romana. As Virtue declined, corruption disintegrated the Empire from within. Epicene cults, such as those of Dionysus (in its degraded form), of Attis, of Adonis, of Cybele, the false Demeter and the prostituted Isis, replaced the sterner rites of the true Solar- Phallic gods; until finally (the masters having lost the respect, and so the control, of the plebs, native and alien) the lowest of all the slave-cults, dressed up in the fables of the vilest of the parasitic races, swept over the known world, and drenched it in foul darkness for five hundred years. He will delight to draw close parallels with the cognate phenomena displayed before the present generation.
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Hi Cammy & Kevin,
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Venus is also Isis and Initiation; the key to the mysteries, revealed in the Chemical Wedding of Christian Rosencreutz.  Aquarius is the upcoming aeon, yet in Astrology, is the field of the individual (it's motto: Don't trust authority).  Geburah is of the Black Pillar and has much to do with the shadow, which is outside the normal appearance of one of the lesser benefics in this sign.  A key here is the planet Neptune, the higher arc of Venus; Neptune's gases can be quite mirky.  And Uranus, the ruler of Aquarius, breaks up patterns, adding to the harsh shattering affection of Geburah.
Divinatorily, Swords is the field of the intellect; of comprehension, valuing (evaluating) and forging an order or logic out of chaos.  Geburah is where the Major Adept perfects his or her Magick Art, which is the making of this order; a very cerebral science.  Crowley has strongly stated in MITP that it's all about the mind.
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So we can say that there are limits even to the mind and reason...eventually:

 

Liber AL chII 

28. Now a curse upon Because and his kin! 

29. May Because be accursed for ever! 

30. If Will stops and cries Why, invoking Because, then Will stops & does nought. 

31. If Power asks why, then is Power weakness. 

32. Also reason is a lie; for there is a factor infinite & unknown; & all their words are skew-wise. 

Also here are my interpretations of each of the zodiac signs, their purposes if you will:

Aries wants to begin and lead, and battle

Taurus wants to stabilize or plow throw

Gemini wants to communicate

Cancer wants to create, feel, hold on, remember

Leo wants to rule and be at the center of all

Virgo wants to help or serve

Libra seeks relationships, balance, peace and beauty

Scorpio wants power and transformation

Sagittarius wants truth, fortune and expansion

Capricorn wants wisdom and to be on the mountaintop

Aquarius seeks universal friendship

Pisces wants to listen and have empathy, to escape and dissolve boundaries
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Greetings Camille,
Sorry to bug you again but i just wanted to see if you knew what the symbols meant on the handles of the 5/swords so i could be sure that my meanings were correct.
1. Snake - Element Earth.
2. Fish - Element Water.
3. Crown - Element Spirit.
4. Red Handle - Element Fire.
5. Curved shaped Handle - Symbol of 6/Tiphareth of Air.
 

I don't know what order you belong to if any but i was curious did your meaning for the 5/swords come from any documents or grade papers that you received? You sound like you are a higher initiate into the wonderful mysteries.
 

Before you kill me or hex me i do have another card i just wanted to run by you & see if you agree with my meaning.
9/wands - Moon in Sagittarius, This card means emotionally driven(Moon) towards a goal or something you desire ( Sag.)
 

L.V.X.

Kevin
Those are great, I didn't look at the symbols myself. I got my meaning from that excerpt from The Book of Thoth and the astrology stuff is from my own study. I don't study the tarot as much, but studying one form of divination helps in others. And divination is a way to achieve clairvoyance, or clear sight. I study human nature, that of myself as well as others. 

Moon in Sagittarius can also mean the body is aspiring towards the divine truth. The Moon can also be considered the body, especially considering that repressed emotions can cause psychosomatic illnesses. And the symbol for Sagittarius is the arrow (or bow and arrow, or rainbow). It penetrates to the heart of something. That is why Sagittarius is said to be too blunt because the truth hurts; the archer has a target to hit. There is little regard for others' feelings because the aspirant will go on no matter what. Liber AL ch1 43. Do that, and no other shall say nay. 

 

However, like a real archer the aspirant will sometimes hit-and-miss. It takes practice to perfect the art of discerning the truth.

Here is some more info I found on google:  http://www.tarotforum.net/showthread.php?t=77807
(by the way, PJ, your website was referred to in that forum).

 

So feel free to share your thoughts with the list...and don't be afraid to admit that your own ideas and interpretations are good! There are a lot of ways to think about one symbol, different perspectives. It's not a question of whether or not they are correct. It is a matter of trial and error and finding out for yourself.

 

Oh yeah! I do not find hexing or killing people appealing...although I think the people that do enjoy that, are just fooling themselves into believing they can actually wish harm upon others (bunch of cowards).
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