3 thoughts about the ordeal concerning romantic or relationship interests:
- the danger of identification with the Nephesch. AL II 27
- christist/old aeonic egregore...you can't get around their religion, though they may be unhappy with theirs as they are 'sinful.' AL II 17
- physical restrictions in movement such as driving, or certain freedoms such as dating and having premarital sex (they may have incestuous families, i.e. live together or are too close for personal privacy). AL I 41
 

it's hard to even be friends with someone who's more asleep than you are (i.e. narcissistic, naive, self-absorbed and oblivious), however much you may want to or how attractive they appear to be, because more than likely they are looking to marry.
 

93
Camille
Hi Cammy,
93
You start on an interesting thread here.  Considering the fact that Thelema has so very few adherents (and 90% of them are nuts!) and considering the fact that those few of us in our circle may not be suited or attracted romantically, et al, to each other.  A major issue comes to the fore.  More than likely, most of us in this time, will marry/mate with those referred to by some as the 'profane'.  (I disagree with the frequent use and abuse of this dehumanizing phrase as a general term for referring to non-Thelemites...it feeds the petty egoity of the 'Thelemics')
It would be either to select a partner who will probably never share an interest in this work...or to remain without a partner.  So issues in how to handle this situation, especially in light of Liber AL's injunction against converting others becomes an important discussion.  So far, this discussion doesn't really seem prevalent in our community in general.  So I'd enjoy thoughts on it here.  i know both you, Paul and even myself have faced these issues...and I assume, others as well.
93/93
pj
93 all,

PJ, interesting in deed.  Over a month ago, I handed the book of the Law to Hubby and asked that he read it so at least he would have an idea of where my head is... he left it on the coffee table for 3 weeks, we had company one weekend and it got stuffed in a drawer, cause: Gee you dont want (them( seeing it...and has resided there ever since.  He still insists he will read it at an opportune moment. Promises, promises...  Anyway, you can lead a horse to water, you just cant make it drink.  

The way I perceive difficulties in this fashion: In order to overcome obstacles, one must work on it.

Love,

Michelle

Hi Michelle,

93

It's more than leading a horse to water.  I feel even that we shouldn't do.  One who is attracted to the spiritual life will come of one's own accord.  The law of attraction always stands and goes beyond the attraction of lovers...but the attraction that gives us direction in life; the nature of our orbit, our individuality.

Now that is not to say that we shouldn't burn brightly as a lamp unto the darkness.  But note also that that attracts a lot of flies, moths and mosquitoes.  Still, then one who is driven by that passion, which is the attraction to the spiritual life, this one will also find the light.  From there, the system of the A.'.A.'. itself has a wonderful way of separating all the bugs from the sincere Aspirant.

93/93

pj

93 PJ and ALL,
 

I have found in my own experience, that the more a partner has been involved in her religion, be it Orthodox Christian or Mormon, or Atheist, the more they consider Thelema to be 'profane', or any religion that is not in accordance with their own. On occasions where they do not outwardly portray negative thoughts about other religions, they simply disregard them as meaningless and arbitrary. I have also observed that while two people can have different religions and systems of religion, they still can be compatible as partners, however, start thinking or talking about children and the whole compatibility breaks down. Now, note that I am by no means an authority on the subject, but from personal experience, it seems that those raised in specific, old-aeonic religions have a very difficult time grasping what it is Thelema teaches, most likely because it goes against almost everything they have been 'taught', thereby inputting a shock into their personality. The personality then either rejects the idea altogether by sometimes violent means, or simply ignores it, so as to preserve its own so-called equilibrium. I am quite disgruntled with my success and finding a partner who is compatible with my Work, that I have given up looking... if I meet someone who I think I can work with, then fine, otherwise.... I have more important things to do than baby-sit my girlfriend.
 

93/93
Paulthomas
In a message dated 10/22/2003 05:12:29 AM, rovelli@optonline.net writes:

Hi Michelle,
93
It's more than leading a horse to water.  I feel even that we shouldn't do.
One who is attracted to the spiritual life will come of one's own accord.
The law of attraction always stands and goes beyond the attraction of
lovers...but the attraction that gives us direction in life; the nature of
our orbit, our individuality.



You know I would (I hesitantly mention this as a non expert) But doing that Forcing someone to read the text may cause more problems than solutions.
  Each person comes to truth in their own way and eventually the may seek that particular truth but its
the leading part that might cause rejection of any truth that they might find)

   Id cite common words which may be appropriate to a situation (Occasionally
That might peak the interest, like hearing a Nice poem and wanting to hear more?

  But read Liber AL? With no Gnostic or Historical Background Non scientifically
? I dint know Might be really bad a reverse reaction
regards ohnmoon3717@aol.com
PDT~~93, I would have to agree, Johnmoon. Someone with an unstable mind might have adverse reactions to reading anything, though. Certainly the Bible is a book to be careful with, wouldn't want just anyone reading that. :-) I let a friend once read Liber AL, and now, it seems she uses it merely as a connection to me... not applying herself at all to interpret the Book, or to make any kind of sense of it... she just read it and now quotes It in every email I get from her.  93/93 Paulthomas
Hi Johnmoon,
93
Again, I enjoy your eloquence. Through the Ordeals, the Aspirant learns to speak his or her own Word. 93/93 Paulthomas
Hi JohnMoon,
93
You make a good point here.  Yes, one would more than likely end up with the opposite of what they hoped to achieve in the other.  And especially without the 'scientific' background necessary to decipher much that's in the text.  To one not familiar with certain technical ideas and also steeped in the superstition of the exoteric religions, Liber AL can look pretty ugly.  Finding common words as you say, is really an exercise of the Fourth Power of the Sphinx (Silence)...learning to listen.  Preaching is such a noisey thing to do.
93/93
pj
Hi Paul,
93
You bring up two things here...first, the fact that this girl has these quotes resonating in her head...well...one never knows...in time, they may be seeds that sprout.  And isn't it interesting that before the Reformation, the Roman church did not allow anyone to read the Bible.  RC liturgy is not really based on it.  And even when they were basically compelled to allow their congregation to read the Bible, the Pope put out a 'vulgate' version with his commentary.
93/93
pj
Hi JohnMoon,
93
In writing one's own paradigm as you say, would that be equivalent to the traditional Gnostic practice known as the 'Dialogue with the Savior'?
93/93
pj
In a message dated 10/22/2003 06:10:37 PM, rovelli@optonline.net writes:
In writing one's own paradigm as you say, would that be equivalent to the traditional Gnostic practice known as the 'Dialogue with the Savior'?

In a message dated 10/22/2003 06:10:37 PM, rovelli@optonline.net writes:

In writing one's own paradigm as you say, would that be equivalent to the traditional Gnostic practice known as the 'Dialogue with the Savior'?

Well, I refer to the changing paradigm of Knowledge. Lets go back before you ever heard of say Gnostics or Liber al or crowley. Your Life Paradigm was different then than it is now.
You hold different things to be true,
  Myself I hold some of the same things true and/, but not all. Thus I have written a different Life paradigm
than you have. If tomorrow I read a New article say in Paleo news(which I just got by e mail)
It may say change the time I believe Humanity started Its treck towards this knowledge by thousands of Years
It would then change when say I believed The Beginning was, when it says in the B egining and when  I believed The division between God. Man / Sophia etcet c began and then re write the dates on all the d ocuments that I have possibly read/

  Thus one bit of New Knowledge could foreseeably change the entirety of The Paradigm by which I live 
and believe in truth actually exists.
   Is its a dialog with the Savior (I know that's not what you meant) But in a Way
    Perhaps it is a dialogue with your internal salvation and truth.
     Regards johnmoon3717@aol.com
93 Paul & All,

Oh, I like you. hmmmm finding someone; interesting concept, is that like the student finding the teacher when the time is right?

You know, finding the right person with whom to share your life is a difficult thing, one that I appreciate.  Moreover, what I think you might be describing is finding a soul mate.  Someone with whom you can share the very depths of your soul.

Thing is, we currently live in a disposable society and most relationships are under tremendous pressure and fall apart at the seams because they are based on fluff.  Buiding any relationship, be it a friendship or a lifetime partnership needs to begin with a solid

foundation. (rolls her eyes as she repeats words from dear hubby)  You will also find hints in Liber Al on this.  First off, be honest with yourself and your partner as to what your expectations are, your goals

etc.  It is so easy to just say what you know the other person wants to hear sometimes.  Be true to yourself.  Try reading Liber Al in this light.  It is truly interesting.

Theorem 28. (Every man has a right to fulfill his own Will without being affraid that it may interfere with that of others; for if he is in his proper place, it is the fault of others if they interfere with him.(

Should this mean that you cannot continue a relationship if you disagree on one point?  I remember also reading an interpretation of (Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law( that just because 2

wills were not quite syncronized this should not be cause for alarm.  You can agree to disagree... just dont let it fester.  

Albeit difficult to overcome, differing religions and spiritual beliefs can be a point of interest when held with an open mind.  There is much beauty in other mindsets.  Not all that is different is bad.  Although

I agree once the children arrive, certain compromises and agreements must be made for the sake of the child, preferably discussed prior to getting married, then reiterated once conception becomes an option.  I was married in an Anglican church, my very Catholic father gave me the speach of a lifetime (yeah, like right dad, I had the baby first, like 5 years earlier, I seriously care what the Pope thinks...NOT).  Hubby

agreed way before we got married that the kids would be brought up Catholic if that is what I wanted... and you know, by the time we got there... I didnt want to set foot in a church.

Things change, people evolve.  The toughest thing about any long term relationship? It needs works like any other labor of love... and yeah, sometimes frustrations mount and you fall out of sync, but if the relationship matters you get to the root of the problem and you find solutions.  I^m just talking from experience of trying to divorce the bugger 3 times and ending up right back in a similar place.  But each

time, things are different as much as they are similar.  Things improve.  The hardest thing is looking in the mirror and accepting that yeah, I screwed up too.

Alright, AL:41; The word of Sin is Restriction.  O man! refuse not thy wife, if she will!   O lover, if thou wilt, depart!  There is no bond that can unite the divided but love: all else is a curse...(

Hubby is right on another point he doesnt know about... he always said; together we can do anything.  And he is right, 2 forces joined and working as one, now that is synergy.  One perfect + one perfect makes

one perfect not two. 

So... I wonder what happens when he wakes up? (oh Hell)

At any rate, its the journey that makes life interesting.  Through all our difficulties, and there have been many, I have become stronger, I have become better, I simply continue to become.  He, concious of

it or not, has made me the person I am, and I have much to be grateful for, no matter how unpleasant at times.  Yeah, he can be a real bastard at times... but truth sometimes hurts too, even when it is truth said

in love, not necessarily the way I want to hear it.

He is darkness, I am light... He loves the way my world looks as mine is a nice place, while his is one of strategy and evil at every turn.  Together we reside in the warmth and safety of each other^s protection.  I am the good cop, he is the bad.  I am Venus, He is the Barbarian.  Those who like me, despise him.  

Weird, but true.

Love to all,

Michelle

Hi JohnMoon,
93
At issue here then, would be 'belief'.  Such a personal paradigm as truth, based on external evidence seems to me to have no real root at all.  So now we consider humanity to have possibly been on the Earth long before the Biblical account.  And science clashes yet, with religion.  But a personal paradigm built on a concept of what the ancient Gnostics termed 'Salvation' seems to have nothing to do with any supposedly fixed truth that is also built on a changeable platform...but rather a process of discovery and awakening.
For Thelemites of course, there is Liber LXV to explicate this process.  And indeed, the personal paradigm of the 'scribe' or the 'cobbler' changes as the awareness of the other facets of self increases.  But it moves to something more universal and unaffected by external changes 

pertaining to historical issues.  Interestingly enough, then even possibly the nature of the physical body (cobbler) and lower mind (scribe) change, shall we say Alchemically, in light of this new awareness.
Cf. the work of Rick and Iona Miller for more on this.
93/93
pj
93 John,

Sorry for the delay, I am just catching up now.

*grins* not forcing.  We were having a discussion on semantics.  Moreover, he failed to understand many, many things about my beliefs, so I simply posed a challenge for him.  He promised me he would read the book of the Law as a source of enlightenment, and actually continues to make this promise.  I do not expect that he will get it, I simply hope that it will cause him to better understand me, better understand the beauty I see in this.

I have not nagged in any way, I have reminded him twice in 6 weeks and once was to find out what he had done with my book, although I knew exactly where it was without having been told.  Cute thing is, when you

are with someone for so long, many things need not be said, while much needs nurturing and affirmation.

Love,

Michelle

Hi Michelle,

93

Michelle:

Oh, I like you. hmmmm finding someone; interesting

concept, is that like the student finding the teacher

when the time is right?

pj:  This seems to come down to the 'law of attraction'.  If we consider this as a natural law, such as the law of gravity, then we find a destiny and/or a Dharma incorporated into our personal orbits as stars.  This inevitably leads people to each other, whether a spiritual teacher, a lover or one's murderer...depending on the course one takes and how they affect the trajectory of their orbits.

Michelle:

You know, finding the right person with whom to share

your life is a difficult thing, one that I appreciate.

 Moreover, what I think you might be describing is

finding a soul mate.  Someone with whom you can share

the very depths of your soul.

pj:  This has a certain allusion back to my reply to JohnMoon.  Until we find that depth of character in ourselves...our Holy Guardian Angel as depicted in the Dialogue with the Savior and Liber LXV, we have not even ourselves for a soulmate, much less the hope of finding this in another.  And so we either suffer that illusion that we have or have not come upon our Soul Mate or we have found someone that we can begin the process of a 'dialogue with another.'  A Student of mine recently sent me a wonderful Adoration of Nuit in which some attention to that dialogue is presented.  Nuit of course, is 'Not-I' and is a symbol of that 'other' in a relationship.  And so here, the first step outside ourselves is really a step within...Hadit (inmost self) of course, being next in line for being contacted.

Michelle:

Thing is, we currently live in a disposable society

and most relationships are under tremendous presure

and fall apart at the seams because they are based on

fluff.  Buiding any relationship, be it a friendship

or a lifetime partnership needs to begin with a solid

foundation. (rolls her eyes as she repeats words from

dear hubby)  You will also find hints in Liber Al on

this.  First off, be honest with yourself and your

partner as to what your expectations are, your goals

etc.  It is so easy to just say what you know the

other person wants to hear sometimes.  Be true to

yourself.  Try reading Liber Al in this light.  It is

truly interesting.

pj: Relationships, if they hold to what they should be doing...relating...should always be under pressure.  This is the dialogue that leads to the heroism of union.  The fact that today, most relationships are built on as you say, fluff or false foundations comes as no surprise.  The idea of love and marriage is really a relatively new enterprise for humanity.  In recorded history, there has up until now, been little time for such considerations as marriages were really more about propagating the species and socio-political alignments.  In our 'modern' era, we have for the first time, really the luxory of considering something else.  And it should come as no surprise that we really don't know how to handle this yet.

And so we come again to this Fourth Power of the Sphinx.  And here, learning to listen to the inner voice...getting past the hormones that has most people marry in their youth...or the convenience of wealth, protection, social status and other trappings...to one's true heart where Harpocrates resides.  It's just not as easy as it sounds...and perhaps we all still fail at this with maybe one or two exceptions here and there (out of 8 billion people on the planet).

Michelle:

Theorem 28. (Every man has a right to fulfill his own

Will without being affraid that it may interfere with

that of others; for if he is in his proper place, it

is the fault of others if they interfere with him.(

Should this mean that you cannot continue a

relationship if you disagree on one point?  I remember

also reading an interpretation of (Do what thou wilt

shall be the whole of the law( that just because 2

wills were not quite syncronized this should not be

cause for alarm.  You can agree to disagree... just

dont let it fester.  

pj:  This touches on one of my biggest pet pieves within the ignorant posturing of the so-called Thelemic community.  These many have confused desire with will.  They say:  "It is my will to do such and such."  So therefore, a disagreement amongst lovers is a clashing of 'will'.  When that is not the case at all.  The will is found possibly, in their attraction for each other.  The rest is desire and rationalization...the petty material of the scribe and the cobbler.  The clashing is based on desire and egoity that needs constant adjusting as a couple may amend their social contract in order to better support their attraction for each other.

If they can't work this out, then the relationship may terminate or it may fester into a dysfunctional compromise.  But the will remains seemingly to be found in the attraction that holds the two together.  I've seen major dynamics in dysfunctionality, whether one puts oneself in the yin-yang of constantly leaving and returning to the other or whether one finds a lover or lovers 'on the side'.  But the essential truth beyond the rationalizations is that the connection is maintained.  Remember, the feet don't lie.

So until the issue of attraction is first realized, which often is not the case (and we're back to the Fourth Power of the Sphinx), there can be no wholesome and conscious response to the conditions of the relationship.  And we as Thelemites should say that then, one needs to deepen one's level of Initiation before one can really affectively respond to this attraction/love force that is so new to us.

Michelle:

Albeit difficult to overcome, differing religions and

spiritual beliefs can be a point of interest when held

with an open mind.  There is much beauty in other

mindsets.  Not all that is different is bad.  Although

I agree once the children arrive, certain compromises

and agreements must be made for the sake of the child,

preferably discussed prior to getting married, then

reiterated once conception becomes an option.  I was

married in an Anglican church, my very Catholic father

gave me the speach of a lifetime (yeah, like right

dad, I had the baby first, like 5 years earlier, I

seriously care what the Pope thinks...NOT).  Hubby

agreed way before we got married that the kids would

be brought up Catholic if that is what I wanted... and

you know, by the time we got there... I didnt want to

set foot in a church.

pj:  See here the changing desires, again, not the function of the Will at all.

Michelle:

Things change, people evolve.  The toughest thing

about any long term relationship? It needs works like

any other labor of love... and yeah, sometimes

frustrations mount and you fall out of sync, but if

the relationship matters you get to the root of the

problem and you find solutions.  I^m just talking from

experience of trying to divorce the bugger 3 times and

ending up right back in a similar place.  But each

time, things are different as much as they are

similar.  Things improve.  The hardest thing is

looking in the mirror and accepting that yeah, I

screwed up too.

pj:  Yes, it takes two to Tango.  And the dance of a relationship often requires the arduous work of allowing one's own egoity to see itself honestly.  It's the beginning of learning to listen.  But in our sleeping ignorance, we can divert the trajectory of our orbits.  We then find ourselves in situations not conducive to our real orbit, our real Dharma.  And when we find that real inner voice, which symbolically we can see happening in the New Testament (with the Apostles findig Jesus) it may require that we walk away from the trap we originally put ourselves in.  Note that Jesus told some of these Apostles to leave their families, not even to briefly return to bury one's father in one case.  Casteneda even talks of how children rob the Warrior of energy and that the parent has to learn how to take that energy back.

Michelle:

Alright, AL:41; The word of Sin is Restriction.  O

man! refuse not thy wife, if she will!   O lover, if

thou wilt, depart!  There is no bond that can unite

the divided but love: all else is a curse...(

pj:  And again, AL is not saying, if one feels like it or has the desire to leave a relationship.  Rather, a function of will...a function found in the nature of attraction.  This can be made more conscious by reviewing one's personal history and watching through shall we say, a third eye, where one's feet has taken one.  And settle with one's egoity, see the rationalizations for what they are.  Then learn to determine one's course with ruthless intent...as Casteneda would say.  This has no compromise, but is the clear expression of Will.

Michelle:

Hubby is right on another point he doesnt know

about... he always said; together we can do anything. 

And he is right, 2 forces joined and working as one,

now that is synergy.  One perfect + one perfect makes

one perfect not two.

pj:  AL I.45:  "The Perfect and the Perfect are one Perfect and not two; nay, are none!"

But of course, these two lovers must first become 'Asar un Nefer' (myself made perfect)...the prelude to contact with one's Angel.

93/93

pj

i bought a book once for my brother called Absent Fathers, Lost Sons which i thought he should read. he seemed grateful and promised he would read it but never got around to it; i would ask once in a while if he had or how far he'd gotten. at least he read to ch3 (so he said as far as i know) and decided to start over later, but the fact remains that it was more important to me than it was to him. he wasn't really interested - not that it matters a whole lot anyway though, i don't regret giving the book to him since it was a gift, not a contract (Love under will vs. desire...feeling vs. weak joys). it's not uncommon for 

people to be unappreciative of your sincerity and/or do the opposite of your intent...but that doesn't mean one shouldn't keep trying and persisting in being sincere. *end corny rant*

on another note, i've grown to dislike promises; if someone is true to their word and trustworthy there shouldn't be a need for any (and actions speak louder than words - i.e., the feet don't lie). people making promises are trying to predict/force their future actions. a promise seems like an exaggeration, ignoring the importance of the here and now

93

Camille

Hi Cammy,

93

More than just trying to force future behavior, promises set up the idea of a contract.  And they provide a measure of personal integrity.  After all, one who can't keep his or her word is not that potent a soul.

Then of course, there is the Magickal Oath...that which binds us to the force of Will and enables us of the power of Intent.

93/93

pj

Hi PJ & Cammy & All,

Well said. And I have to admit...(begrudgingly) PJ, you did have a point in your last email.  When I can think out a decent argument, youll be the first to know. ;)  Im arguing in circles with myself right now.

I promise myself not to make promises unless I fully intend to keep them...  :)  Okay, so I said that quite a while ago.

Makes me think however, wouldnt we all be better off if there was less talk in this world?  I mean, there is just so much noise.  So many useless words uncorroborated by thought or intent.  Or simply noisy

thoughts.

I wonder... If we are evolving as a species, and as such, telepathic abilities are developping, then what a nightmare to hear the incessant noise all the time.  You dont necessarily want to block it out all the time either.  Keep meditating, is the way to go as far as I can tell right now.  It will get worse before it gets

better.

Love,

Michelle

Hi Michelle,

93

Yes, I think meditation teaches us about the noise of the mind.  And we can hear so much better, that higher part of our being when we turn the noise level down.  Then there is that noise outside our window that is not keeping us from hearing the Earth and seeing the stars.  And I wonder that we haven't always had this telephatic or psychic connection to the Earth, the stars and to each other...but that we became too enamored of other things and started making all of this noise.

93/93

pj

