Hi All,
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Patti Smith's got some rather poignant songs that deal with the Middle East.  As I type this I'm listening to a quote from a song about Lebanon that she wrote around 1990ev:
 

"Forgive them father,
for they know not what they do,
from the vast portals of their consciousness,
they're calling to you."
 

In a 1978ev recording, she says:
 

"Even when my hair was cropped I craved covering." (also referring to her recovery from breaking her neck)
"I'm a Muslim, I'm an artist, an American artist and I have no guilt."
(the Muslims of course, boast of courage and bravado)
 

Other songs of course, can be brought up.  But it's this last one, Babelogue; a preamble to her song: Rock and Roll Nigger (not what it may seem to the PC crowd; it's about the true heroes remaining outside society).
 

The covering or Muslim Burka is equated in her mind with her long hair...the long hippie hair even; but that's a bit of a leap.  Still, a long woman's hair is an equivalence that she makes.  It brings up this from Liber AL (and we all know that Crowley respected certain Islamic attitudes; he was really a man's man):
 

AL II.24:  "Behold!  these be grave mysteries; for there are also of my friends who be hermits.  Now think not to find them in the forest or on the mountain; but in beds of purple, caressed by magnificent beasts of women with large limbs, and fire and light in their eyes, and masses of flaming hair about them; there shall ye find them.  Ye shall see them at rule, at victorious armies, at all the joy; and there shall be in them a joy a million times greater than this.  Beware lest any force another, King against King!  Love one another with burning hearts; on the low men trample in the fierce lust of your pride, in the day of your wrath."

 

The symbols here for the women are of the same courage and bravado; spiritual warriors.  The battlefield is the inner human landscape where heaven and earth are joined...a middle earth sotospeak.  Of course, in practice and without the myth, the Burka is a torture device.  This sort of horror of course, comes through all the world's esoteric religions as they've lost touch with the inner spiritual landscape; the realm of myth.
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Earlier today I was wondering about the nemyss in regards to the robe. "Isn't a nemyss only for men?" A little like the idea of them wearing turbans. 

Also I had brought up to you the allure to me of the veil and we discussed its relation to the concept of the "veiled Isis" (cf Dion Fortune's The Sea Priestess), even though I will never go back to Islam. It doesn't suprise me as much as it used to, but it evokes some sort of power like an archetype. 

Today I saw a hijabi and a niqabi together, and the niqabi was this scared meek little thing/spectre creeping around the store, an older woman. Quite pathetic and ignorant really - didn't know how to use her EBT (foodstamps) card. Totally different attitude. Covering the face prevents honest and fair transactions, and the expression of personality and identity. 
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My hair is getting to be very long now. I like it a lot, and think it's very sexy. However, the hijab (hair veil) in my opinion isn't as attractive or sexy - but is feminine as well in its own way, being used only for or expressed by women (an adornment and part of the Eastern concept of 'beauty,' sotospeak). If used right - much like the hood or nemyss of the robe - it can convey mystery, power and respect. 
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