It's been celebrated as a muse and banned as a poison. Now an obsessed microbiologist has cracked the code for absinthe - and distilled his own. 

 

 By Brian Ashcraft 

 At first, Ted Breaux dismissed the urgent warnings on TV and radio. He even ignored the sirens that started blaring Saturday afternoon. "The last two times they evacuated the city, I stayed," says Breaux, 39, a chemist and environmental microbiologist. But when he woke up on Sunday, August 28, the hurricane had become a Category 5 and was still bearing down on New Orleans. He decided it was time to get out of his house on the floodplain just south of Lake Pontchartrain. He packed his Mitsubishi Lancer Evolution with all the essentials: clothes, toiletries, a laptop, some World War II rifles, ammo, and $15,000 worth of absinthe. 

It took Breaux six hours to go 20 miles, and a full day to reach refuge in Huntsville, Alabama. He spent the next week watching Fox News, looking at aerial photos of New Orleans on his laptop, wondering if his friends had made it out, and cursing himself for not remembering to grab his original 1908 copy of Aux Pays d'Absinthe.

Raised in New Orleans, a city once dubbed the Absinthe Capital of the World, Breaux has long been fascinated with the drink. Absinthe is a 140-proof green liqueur made from herbs like fennel, anise, and the exceptionally bitter leaves of Artemisia absinthium. That last ingredient, also known as wormwood, gives the drink its name - and its sinister reputation. For a century, absinthe has been demonized and outlawed, based on the belief that it leads to absinthism - far worse than mere alcoholism. Drinking it supposedly causes epilepsy and "criminal dementia."

Breaux has made understanding the drink his life's work. He has pored over hundred-year-old texts, few of them in English. He has corresponded with other amateur liquor historians. The more he's learned, the more he's felt compelled to use his knowledge of chemistry to crack the absinthe code, figure out exactly what's in it, puncture the myths surrounding it - and maybe even drink a glass or two.

Dressed in a black muscle T-shirt, blue jeans, and a Dolce & Gabbana belt, Breaux looks as if he'd be more at home on Bourbon Street than in a research lab. It's a humid summer morning in July, about a month before Hurricane Katrina will strike, and he's showing me around Environmental Analytical Solutions Inc., a chemical testing facility among the warehouses and body shops near Louis Armstrong New Orleans International Airport. 

On the outside, EASI is classic New Orleans: red brick, white pillars. But inside it's more like a set from War Games: dot matrix printers, ancient PCs, and nine Hewlett-Packard gas chromatography-mass spectrometer machines attached to large blue tanks of helium and hydrogen. This is where Breaux does his lab work, testing water samples for pollution and pesticides. In his downtime, he studies absinthe here. 

Using the GCMS apparatus, he's able to break the liqueur down into its component molecules. "It's like forensics," Breaux says, gesturing toward the machines. "Give me one microliter of absinthe and I know exactly what it's going to taste like."

Breaux explains how the testing works. He takes a bottle of the liqueur, inserts a syringe through the cork (absinthe oxidizes like wine once the bottle is open), and extracts a few milliliters. He transfers the sample into a vial, which is lifted by a robotic arm into the gas chromatography tower. There it is separated into its components. Then the mass spectrometer identifies them and measures their relative quantities. 

One of the ingredients is thujone, a compound in wormwood that is toxic if it's ingested, capable of causing violent seizures and kidney failure. Breaux hands me a bottle of pure liquid thujone. "Take a whiff," he says with an evil grin. I recoil at the odor - it's like menthol laced with napalm. This is the noxious chemical compound responsible for absinthe's bad reputation. The question that's been debated for years is, Just how much thujone is there in absinthe? 

Absinthe was first distilled in 1792 in Switzerland, where it was marketed as a medicinal elixir, a cure for stomach ailments. High concentrations of chlorophyll gave it a rich olive color. In the 19th century, people began turning to the minty drink less for pains of the stomach than for pains of the soul. Absinthe came to be associated with artists and Moulin Rouge bohemians. Baudelaire, Rimbaud, Van Gogh, and Picasso were devotees. Toulouse-Lautrec carried some in a hollowed-out cane. Oscar Wilde wrote, "What difference is there between a glass of absinthe and a sunset?" Soon absinthe was the social lubricant of choice for a broad swath of Europeans - artists and otherwise. In 1874, the French sipped 700,000 liters of the stuff; by the turn of the century, consumption had shot up to 36 million liters, driven in part by a phylloxera infestation that had devastated the wine-grape harvest. 

By the early 20th century, absinthe was becoming popular in America. It found a natural reception in New Orleans, where the bon temps were already rolling. Breaux's own great-grandparents were known to enjoy an occasional glass. But the drink was drawing fire for its thujone content. "It is truly madness in a bottle, and no habitual drinker can claim that he will not become a criminal," declared one politician. The anti-absinthe fervor climaxed in 1905, when Swiss farmer Jean Lanfray shot his pregnant wife and two daughters after downing two glasses. (Overlooked was what else Lanfray consumed that day: crème de menthe, cognac, seven glasses of wine, coffee with brandy, and another liter of wine.) By the end of World War I, the "green menace" was made illegal everywhere in western Europe except Spain. No reputable distillery still made it.

The son of a NASA engineer, Breaux was always interested in how things work. At 13, he snuck out at night and rode his bike to the University of Louisiana campus to hack into its mainframe. "I'd snoop in people's records and steal the source code for videogames," he says. When he was 14, he figured out how to hot-wire bulldozers left overnight at construction sites; he and his friends would stage races. Later, while majoring in microbiology in Lafayette, Breaux tended bar and developed an interest in the chemistry of liquor. "Why is this tequila better than that one? Because it's aged a certain length of time or made with a higher concentration of a certain plant," he says. "I could see the science in it."

Breaux became a connoisseur at a young age. He was shelling out a hundred bucks for cognac and mystifying his college buddies by bringing Martell Cordon Bleu to parties. So it's no wonder that, a decade later, immersed in the history and makeup of absinthe, he was eager to taste the stuff. But it was nearly impossible to find. He had to content himself with its paraphernalia. While walking through the French Quarter one Saturday morning a decade ago, he spotted an absinthe spoon in the window of an antique shop. The slotted, sieve-like device was an essential part of the ritual of preparing the drink: You placed a sugar cube on the spoon and slowly poured cold water through it to dilute the strong liqueur. Breaux started stockpiling absinthe accessories, but this proved to be a frustrating tease. "It was like having a pipe but nothing to smoke."

 

So Breaux decided to make some himself. He found a French-language history book with "pre-ban protocols," a vague description of how absinthe was made back before it was outlawed. Armed with the protocols, he prepared a batch in the lab. The result? "Not very good," he concedes. "I couldn't imagine that being the most popular liqueur in France." 

He got his chance to taste the real thing in 1996, when a friend spotted a bottle marked "old French liquor" at an estate sale. They were asking $300, and Breaux, seeing it was a vintage Spanish Pernod Tarragona absinthe, immediately wrote a check. When he got it to his lab, he plunged a syringe through the cork, extracted one precious sip, and downed it. "It had a honeyed texture, distinct herbal and floral notes, and a gentle roundness uncharacteristic of such a strong liquor," he says. "Those protocols were crap."

Breaux wasn't the only one rediscovering the long-banned beverage. In Europe, food regulations adopted by the EU in 1988 had neglected to mention absinthe, and when they superseded national laws, the drink was effectively re-legalized. New distilleries were popping up all over Europe, selling what Breaux dismisses as "mouthwash and vodka in a bottle, with some aromatherapy oil." Absinthe had disappeared so completely for so long that no one knew how to make it anymore. Including Breaux, who continued trying to reverse engineer it in his lab.

The new absinthes became popular among hipsters, just as the drink had been 125 years before. But now the presence of thujone was a selling point. Marilyn Manson boasted of recording an album while "on" absinthe. Johnny Depp compared its effects to marijuana. "Drink too much," he said, "and you suddenly realize why Van Gogh cut off his ear."

This wasn't just idle celebrity conjecture. In a 1989 Scientific American article, an American biochemist named Wilfred Arnold hypothesized that Van Gogh's insanity (acute intermittent porphyria, he speculated) was caused by the thujone in absinthe. Based on the description of raw materials used to make the liqueur, Arnold calculated that the thujone content was a dangerous 250 parts per million. "I would advise not drinking it," he says.

Breaux rejects Arnold's methodology. "He didn't take the effects of the distillation process into account," Breaux says. "He made a WAG - a wild-assed guess." Breaux wanted to settle the thujone question once and for all. And he was uniquely positioned to do so. "Back when the original was around, they didn't have any decent analytical chemistry. And when Arnold performed his research, he didn't have any samples of the original liqueur. I have both," he says. 

At the EASI lab, Breaux ran tests on the pre-ban absinthe samples, as well as on samples spiked with thujone (from the very bottle I had sniffed). This allowed him to isolate the toxic compound. He spent his free time studying the test results, and late one night in June 2000 he had his answer. "I was stunned. Everything that I had been told was complete nonsense." In the antique absinthes he had collected, the thujone content was an order of magnitude smaller than Arnold's predictions. In many instances, it was a homeopathically minuscule 5 parts per million. 

Breaux went public with his findings, but not in a peer-reviewed scholarly journal. "Here I am with just a bachelor's in microbiology. I knew I could be tarred and feathered." Instead, he posted his test results in the discussion threads at La Fee Verte, an online gathering place for absinthe geeks. Flame wars erupted, and Breaux cited his research to buttress his point about thujone concentrations. The site's moderator eventually dubbed him "elite absinthe enforcer."

Breaux's conclusions were vindicated in early 2005, when a food-safety group working for the German government tested pre-ban absinthe. Dirk Lachenmeier, who ran the study (called "Thujone - Cause of Absinthism?") concluded that absinthe is not any more harmful than other spirit drinks. But the biggest vindication came at the Absinth des Jahres contest in 2004, for which expert judges sampled newly distilled absinthes from all over the world. A little-known candidate, Nouvelle-Orléans, garnered perfect scores and won a gold medal. "Without doubt, the release of Nouvelle-Orléans was a milestone in the history of modern absinthe," says Arthur Frayn, one of the judges. The distiller? Ted Breaux.

"You can read a paragraph or two on how to make wine, but that doesn't mean you're going to make Chateau Latour," says Breaux. "What I've done is, I've made a Chateau Latour." In the process of proving that absinthe wasn't insanity-inducing poison, he had cracked its code. He'd sourced the concentrations of all the herbs it contained and even traced them to their original regions of cultivation. He knew precisely which classes of wine spirits those herbs were combined with. Making and marketing his own brand was the next logical step. "Nouvelle-Orléans is part vintage absinthe, part Ted Breaux, and part New Orleans flair," he says. 

Nouvelle-Orléans is just one absinthe formulation Breaux has mastered. He also makes re-creations of pre-ban bottles. He shows me one that he just distilled, based on an Edouard Pernod absinthe, and I'm dying to taste it. Breaux begins to prepare it in the traditional French manner, a process as intricate as a tea ceremony. First he decants a couple of ounces into two widemouthed glasses specially made for the drink. A strong licorice aroma wafts across the table. Then he adds 5 or 6 ounces of ice-cold water, letting it trickle through a silver dripper into the glass. "Pour it slowly," he says. "That's the secret to making it taste good. If the water's too warm, it will taste like donkey piss."

The drink turns milky, and a condensate floats to the top. This is called the louche, a word that's come to mean "disreputable." Breaux hands it to me and tells me there's no need to stir away the louche or add sugar to an absinthe this fine. I take a sip. The flavor is subtle, dry, complex. It makes my tongue feel a little numb. 

"It's like an herbal speedball," he says. "Some of the compounds are excitatory, some are sedative. That's the real reason artists liked it. Drink two or three glasses and you can feel the effects of the alcohol, but your mind stays clear - you can still work."

Breaux is on his second glass, and I'm still finishing my first as he brings me up to speed on the latest developments in his ongoing absinthe detective story - if most of the thujone isn't present in the drink, where has it gone? "My initial estimation was that it's left behind in the distillation process. But now, I think it probably evaporates out of the Artemisia absinthium when it dries," he says.

I take a few swallows from my second glass of the 140-proof liquor with increasingly unsteady hands. "Americans drink to get drunk," observes Breaux. "Whereas in France, getting drunk is just a consequence of sampling too much wine you really like." I'm starting to feel very, very French. 

In between hurricanes Katrina and Rita, Ted Breaux went back to New Orleans. He snuck past two police checkpoints and into the Gentilly Terrace neighborhood to survey the damage to his home. Its contents were destroyed, and it reeked of sewage and rot. The house will need to be bulldozed. Breaux says he won't rebuild on that spot, which is 8 feet below sea level. But neither will he flee the city where his family has lived for 200 years. "I just don't know what's going to happen next."

One thing Breaux knows is that his work with absinthe will go on. Nouvelle-Orléans is distilled in France and sold only in Europe. Absinthe is still illegal in the US under FDA regulations. ("But American connoisseurs are able to find it," he says cryptically.) Breaux supervises its production in the small Loire Valley town of Saumur, at a beautiful old distillery with ironwork by Gustave Eiffel and 125-year-old absinthe-making equipment. He struck a deal with the Combier family, which owns the factory. "I said, let me distill here, and I'll help you create new liqueurs," Breaux says.

Later this year, the partners will release their latest innovation - a liqueur made from tobacco. Specifically, a strong, spicy strain of tobacco called Perique, which Breaux claims is the world's rarest commercial crop. "It's grown on one 15-acre plot in south Louisiana, near Convent." Tobacco beverages are tricky to prepare - and even more scarce than absinthe. After all, as Breaux explains, "nicotine is toxic if it's ingested."

93 All,

 

Wilde's description of absinthe: "After the first glass, you see things as you wish they were. After the second, you see things as they are not. Finally you see things as they really are, and that is the most horrible thing in the world". Which pretty much sums up a recent experience with another "elixir"...
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Rob.

Hi Rob,

93

Shouldn't 'seeing things as they really are' be both "the most horrible" and the most wonderful thing in the world?

:-)
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93 PJ,

 

Well it's a bit like seeing a demon for the first time - a shock until you laugh it off. I don't mind advertising my less than perfect vision
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Rob.

93

The article didnt actually say what was the mysterious activant in absinth, it merely sorted out that one of the assumed ones, wasnt as supposed.
And btw, the last night in London was finalled with me mixing tequila and absinth. I had the "pleasure" of watching myself launching trivialities in the mode usually made for manifestos. Cathrine and Patrik looked slightly surprised. I think I rather keep these drinks apart. But Tequila is underrated. Also starting the night with it, and not just ending the night as people usually do. 

Also absinth is easy to make at home. Buy the herbs and the alcohol and mix it. Theres been some very great absinth parties during my life, particularly in the art academy days. Maybe feinschmeckers would say that we didnt do it right, but judging the effect on the parties, I would say we did it right.
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Hi Runar,
93
Yes, I know the tequila ride... :-)
I've got a batch of absinthe on my counter now...and a new recipe to try when I'm through with the present one.  :-) :-)
===
For those in the U.S.  ... Happy Thanksgiving (Eucharistos)
My very Irish Hard Sauce and very Irish Egg Nog have been prepared for the big feast at the temple this afternoon. :-) :-) :-)
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93 Runar et al,

 

Tha active ingredient is Wormwood isn't it? - as it states in article also - unless I'm missing something. From what I remember this is missing from "absinthe" sold in shops here - so no more than a liquer. Just like alcohol-free lager, caffeine-free tea, and soon pork-free pigs for Jews.

 

I at least talk to you on the day England has changed a 50 year old Law (wartime restrictions - boy we move fast) so we are now allowed by grandfather to drink past 11pm - ooh, we're partying now! So expect to hear even more stories of vomit and violence before the English Spirit settles down to the fact of being allowed to do what it wants. We needed this brutish element in the past to defend the Isle- now they take it out on each other at the taxi-rank. Another war might not be a bad thing after all - depending on the subject matter. God knows we need a "clear-out" here.

 

They tried to ban smoking in pubs here too but haven't managed it yet - we are not about to lie down and roll over for the Euro dollar (given the choice of course!) as Ireland have done (to their eternal shame - the deal might not be so sweet should their economy bubble burst) and so many other eager countries like them. Reminds me of how all the ex-Nazi collaborator countries now ban any discussion upon the facts of the so-called Holocaust (as if the other 50 million didn't matter) - and will lock you up for even bringing up uncomfortable scientific facts. Go with the flow eh boys? So any bets on who would be the first country to accept AL as their Book..? my money's on us or the Ruskies - Russia is fertile ground and has flexible ideas about "God". The English would probably find the sex-magick embarrassing. The Scarlet Woman is only accepted here in the kind of dungeon you visit. But you never do know.
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Its wormwood, but whats the active alkaloid in wormwood?

The taboo subjects:
Just saw Michal Jackson being repported a jew-hater. But does it really matter?, he is already a pedophiliac. The matter of course is that the pedophiliac rumours makes him a easy prey today.
Here recently some books have been highly promoted by the press on the history of the jews and the many vile accusations which they suffered during the ages. The pc mind of our press is probably more extreme leftist than in US and England. I just think about time that all jews are offered diplomatic status.

A great theme which occured in our converstion in Great Ormund street was the taboo list. What have society banned from public conversation, what themes are liable to be sanctioned by the many by simply interference lacking in argument. 

Of course the jews are oldest subject on the list. David Irving and the counting of holocaust victims is very great part of it. It is almost impossible to lauch the point on counting before becoming victimized as racist, holocaust denier and so on.

Today i think the most active on the taboo list at home is immigration. We have not discussed the recent french riots, but my french friend says it s far worse than the media was willing to report. It seemed to be a plan to not report on it, as to hope it didnt spread that much. 
But the french riots serves well as warning to rest of europe. Europe is slow on assimilating immigrants, far slower than US, which still has a history  as a solely immigrant nation and thereby have a history of solving such problems.
To launch debates on problems with immigration here is almost impossible, as everyone starts shouting racist. Yes fine, that blocking of a needed discussion will actually delay the assimilation and bring about french conditions as nothing gets done to ease anyones conditions.

Media taboos:

International drug traficking and the works of the international bankiers.
As the great news agencies are actually owned by the the money masters it is of course not covered at all. Its just recently that the stories on international drug trafick have occured online, and it seems that there are still too few who have read the best documents to that the debates have really started at all. 
We can hope that there are newcomers into the bigmoney business who are hostile to the existing regime and therfore starts new news agencies, or will start to support the independent news. We can easily see that as in the case of Nathan Rothschild who used private newsagents, that to even win small victories against the money masters, private news agents are needed.


pedophilia
This is a new sore point, as the recent laws on minor ages are new. As the laws doesnt use the age of sexual maturity but some standardisation which should cover even the extremely late growing, we have as result a mismatch, which will continue to create fuss.
On the one hand we get children which can go on long before they will have to make up their mind regarding sex, otoh we get children developing a sexual cultural language (kids cloning sexy dressing of popstars and other) which are protected from getting natural response.
England is of course plunging deep into evil by setting the minor age for homosexual acts to 18. 
I was active by age 10 and thought that the 16 age was unjust already then, as it surely restricted me from exploring the world. Abuse is anyway illegal.

And lastly another subject which is taken off the taboo list: Russia
Since the end of the cold war, the cia havent ceased their hatred, but they keep it to themselves, as to not expose what they are up to. 
But Russia is off the hate list and its possible t bring a view on russia which isnt of the old red vs blue. Russia is sure interesting, but the language barrier is still very effective. I have no functionate image on how the religious perspective would be to a modern russian, but I see that the soror I have been in contact with in Moscow is very Babalon inspired, and her work is intellectually good. They are busy with catching up with us and getting together what has happened in the occult circles outside. From russian websites I spot a solar phallic current which is quite similar to the american, but its of course different. From their gross consume of vodka they are effectively getting in touch with nature, the human nature that also implies the beast. An east european saying goes that negotiations have to be done without vodka and with vodka. In Patriks family they do 3 shots of vodka before breakfast. Cathrine had to decline the offer. She doesnt enjoy drinking on empty stomach.

Who would be the first Thelemic nation? I dont think this will happen soon. Right now we will get the fall of the red vs blue sectors. In US we see that the right is completely missing. The conservative right is nothing but the corporate wrong, so the true right is probably found at the left sector.
When the old sectors have become blurred out we will again see how the libertarian parties reformulate.
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Hi Rob,

93

My hope is that no country will ever accept it as "it's book".  This would be just as ruinous for Thelemites as it was for Christians...and the world for that matter.  And a fundamentalist interpretation of AL would bring us to barbarism.  The next spiritual advancement for humanity will be to transcend any book...to see government as the protector of civilization and the promoter of human enlightenment.
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pj

Hi Runar,
The difficulty with immigration is cultural.  People immigrate without the sense that their culture is geographically determined, especially by such things as the environment.  The desert can create one culture as a jungle can create another.  To move one's culture to a new geographic region simply doesn't work and creates unnecessary clashes.
We see it in the worst way in the U.S. as many come here and never even bother to learn to speak English.  How could these people ever assimilate?  Even in this country, geographic regions create different cultural impetus; the accents diverge as a key to this.  The first and most obvious division here, is the north vs. the south.  This pits Roman Catholicism vs. Protestantism on the one hand.  And in the north, Roman Catholicism has to contend with Unitarianism while the south deals with the many fractionalizations of Protestantism.
"When in Rome, do as the Romans."
Judaism has merely been tolerated in our culture, but not truly given reign to express itself politically.  Islamicism and Hinduism (and for that matter, with the emerging Chinese population, Shintoism and Buddhism) remain on the fringe.  Littered through the entire country is Paganism and we shouldn't forget the large body of Atheists and Humanists.
The world is crying for its first enlightenment...beyond the realm of superstition that all these religions bring to us.  This would be our first Gnosis.
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Hi PJ,
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I am very busy, but I am so much in harmony with your statement that I must add something.  Your statement about making AL a national book represents my own view in that I think the only way to get the rest of the world vibrating in unison with the new law is not through a standardized, formal national religion, or else there would be the same old fanatacism.  NO the average morons cannot deal with this.  It is better that thelemnites get the rest of the populus in tune with the new Aeon without their concious knowledge of the mystical, religious aspects per se.  We must influence the mass mind by the way we interact with it, we must spread a Thelemic attitude, perspective, way of thinking and way of action, that appears secular, as opposed to relitious.  That Is why I feel that me must start a philosophical tradition that attempts to translate thelemic ideas into terms and propositions, that can be understood and inculcated by the dominant intellectual political classes, and then translated into the everyday language of the average lay folk.  This way it is a philosophy of life that will be comprehensible to all, with no direct religious sentiments that will lead to fanaticism or radical foundationalism.  It will have to be presented as a more becoming and enlightened way of living, thinking, and being, whose details can subject to a critical dialectic within the social framework.  The esoteric, and overtly religious aspects should be kept to the elite that demonstrate certain capacities to explore the metaphysical implications of this current at a deeper level, as per the A.'. A.'. and those healthy branches of the O.t.o.  It is the responsibility of these innitiates to lead this mass enlightment in a subtle and concealed manner.  Thelema cannot be a state religion, if it is to be productive on a global level, it must disguise itself as a philosophy and made to penetrate the whole of social life, where the average person has to earn the right to go deeper.  This is the only way that I think Thelema can operate globally without being transformed into a slave of the black lodge.
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Hi Ryan,
93
Excellent points!  And we can add that some of this is already creeping into the mass-consciousness...very little perhaps...but then, Horus is still a child.
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Hey PJ,
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Yes the current is definately creeping, certain thelemic paridigms have been surfacing as seen in the media, since Crowley's time, the discoveries of quantum physics, and relativity theory confirm liber AL, also most people at least theoretically are trying to adopt more libertine attitudes toward ethics, the femminist movement is another phenomenon, and along with the increasing social acceptance of drugs, meditation, and experiments in conciousness.  The only real problem that I see is the lingering current operating through peoples unconscious thoughts and actions, this includes myself as well.  It seems that on the surface, or the consciouslevel, people generally accept the principles of liber AL, yet when it comes to action, which is a-rational, the old current steps in. What I mean here is the Automatic responses in people need to catch up to the gnosis that is already beginning to permeate there rational minds.  Until this happens we will simply have people doing the atheistic secular talk, while unknowingly doing the chritist theocracy walk.  We need reprogramming, that is why our ritual and mediational work is so important.  Since Hatha Yoga is popular, maybe some thelemic yoga teachers could teach meditation techniques using thelemic symbols to the lay students.  This would help program the lay folk of society to the current of the new Aeon without them fully knowing it.  This could be controversial, but it might be a useful start.  

 

But... this can also be done through art, and it is being done through art, the myth of Lord of the Rings is a good attempt, Star Wars is inspirational; but it needs to clarify the weakness of the Jedi's equal failing to that of the dark side for its ruluctance to embrace the whole force.  In this sense star wars is still maintaining a christist preference for one over the other; where in Thelema we are instructed to '...achive both weddings.' (paraphrase Liber Tzadi, I think)

 

I know when I explain the main premises Liber AL an ordinary rational person, there is a general sympathy with its tenets at least on a consciuos level. On the unconscious level I suspect great fear and resistance.  

 

O!
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Hi Ryan,
93
What you're saying here is true enough.  Most people haven't put their feelings in line with their thinking.  Motta said that though many can adopt the Thelemic view, they may never lose their Christist leanings...or at least it may take years.  I see this split often enough as I watch people say one thing and do another.  Sometimes, they even say two different things and don't see the contradiction.  This is one of the symptoms of a superstitious mind (as I've called it).  And if you call them on it...they see it as a personal attack.  I keep reminding myself that a sane man is in grave danger if acts rationally in a nuthouse.
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Hi all.

Unless Thelemites are able to embrace the beast in ourselves and deal with our barbarian and natural impulses, and sort out ways which are untainted by christianity and the cult of the dying god, an unconscious stupid and very fundamentalist thelemite movement will once emerge, and its work will be to remove that lying veil of tolerance and high culture of the thelemites which have succeeded in hiding the beast again.

The defence against fundamentalism in Thelema is basically the commentary. It is written for the superstitious, and it works. But the majority of people on earth is barbarian superstitious people, and they will only learn thelema the hard way. I have no expectations that "everything is going to be allright" on a general level.
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The reason of emigration are usually not adventourousness, but rather as kind of refugees, looking for better economic opportunities. Most people have the attitude of doing as romans when in Rome, but thats for holidays. When emigrating completely,few people are willing to let their culture go.
I just saw the movie Gangs of New York, and found it very challenging. The theme of the native americans against the irish seems very foolish today. I would be glad if the irish or the scots emigrated to Norway right now and outnumbered the muslims. However 30 years ago Oslo fought immigrants from other parts of the country. I guess the situation will not be settled before we get immigrants from outer space, when green lizardmen wants to go on our wellfare system, make funny kids, and create new drugs.

What are you doing on st Patricks day? This year I discovered that they also keep it here in town. I think I next year will go look up redheads.
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Hey PJ,
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I suppose this would explain the importance of a

critical and self refelxive dialectic within any group

that attempts to make any 'progress'.  I remember you

emphasizing the importance of the  dialectic late

winter of 2005 on this list.  Again this would apply

to your quote saying that homogeneous group thinking

is not really thinking.  I think this dialectic

critique would  be the way of maintaining that

balanced tension in any kind of group dialoque.  

Believe or not it seems that professional academics

are the worst for this type of behaviour, homogeneous

thinking.  They are also subjected to unquestion fads,

adopting paradigms in a knee jerk emotional way.  I am

thinking of how it was hip for baby booming

Anthropology professors to always denounce capitalism,

and brandishiing John lenin posters.  They are

speaking emotionally not intellectually, because they

refuse to acknowledge the counterinstances and

outright failures of these general ideologies, ie.

china, russia, etc.  I believe if one has a good idea,

one should at least honestly confront its weaknesses,

all ideas have weaknesses.  

I was quite disappointed at this thinking that when I

went to university that I would enter a world that was

beyond the fadism of highschool, but children and

adults are really the same, the only difference is

adults are more sophisticated and deceptive in their

less than ideal behaviours.  What I like about thelema

is it encourages wholeness and self congruence which

means scaring the hell out of those hypocrites who who

are un aware of their own hidden skeletons. 

But there was one interesting professor, Dr.

Persinger, the parapsychologist we discussed before. 

On one exam question he describes a planet of xxyy

christist males who are war like etc. He asks how do

we fix the problem, out of all the answers, ie.

shaping, etc. the correct answer was "Nuke the

bastards they'll kill anyway" I was so impressed with

his anti-politically correct campaign that I saved

this exam.   Lol.
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Hi Ryan,
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It's a funny synchronicity here...but I was just saying something to this affect on the political e-list that I run...I'll quote from it:

"War in Iraq?  Yes!!!  Then let's attack the south and re-start the Civil War...and wherever else there's a culture based on a desert religion...let's bomb them next.  It's about the only chance we have of a wake-up call.  Political cartoons and slogans are the drug of the masses...to paraphrase Marx."

My point was, that Americans have lost the moral right to their democracy...that's why it is so corrupt today.  All these assholes that believe they're thinking when they hate one candidate for another or decide to choose between the lesser of two evils...it's idiocy...and they fool themselves in their personal smugness as they think themselves to be so clever.

They're just pretty peasants and their lives aren't worth a plug nickel.
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pj

Hi Ryan,

93

Homogenous thinking is today, referred to as consensus...but is really a herd mentality.  In this light, any real thinking must be seen as politically incorrect.  The ideal of a dialectic as I understand it, posits every individual in direct relation to his or her community and environment.  Alienating factors are those things that come between these two with the herd mentality being the worst of these factors.'

I think George Washington saw this when he warned Americans against forming political parties.  Today in the U.S., Republicans and Democrats actually think they're different from each other.  If there's a difference, it's just in the form of alienation that uphold...simply, two different types of herd mentalities.

The Ubermensch knows to stand apart from both pigpens.
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Hey Pj, 
93 

Heres a song that I feel expresses the shallowness of un-balanced intellectualism, I feel that the philosopher described here is akin to the 10 of swords, reason divorced from reality.  This is what I think of as psuedo intellectualism, and it unfortunately is what caused insane political policies.  
Ofcourse this insanity can take the guise of a critical dialectic, but it is not it is mentla masturbation at best.  In acedemia, some pride themselves on their critical abilities, yet remain un-aware and un-critical of their own nature and motivations.  I would say this is what is driving emotional attatchments to politically correct discourse, which bases its critique upon un-critiqued premises. 
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10. THE PHILOSOPHER 
Do you feel what I feel
see what I see, hear what I
hear, there is a line you must
draw between your dream
world and reality.
Do you live my life or share
the breath I breathe.
Lies feed your judgement of
others.
Behold how the blind lead
each other.
The philosopher.
You know so much about
nothing at all.

Ideas that fall under shadows
of theories that stand tall.
Thoughts that grow narrow
upon being verbally released.
Your mind is not your own,
what sounds more mentally
stimulating is how you make
your choice.
So you preach about how I'm
supposed to be, yet you don't
know your own sexuality.
Lies feed your judgement of
others.
Behold how the blind lead
each other.
The philosopher.
You know so much about
nothing at all.
 

 

Heres one more song that you may find interesting, just for indulgence sake.  I feel that this songe writer expresses a degree of gnosis.  

 

7. INDIVIDUAL THOUGHT PATTERNS 
So quick to judge, so easily
we forget, what it's like to be
dissected.
Where feelings are tossed
aside.
Like a drug it feeds the
imagination of minds that go
unanalyzed.
Followers to the leaders of
mass hypnotic corruption that
live their lives only to criticize.
Where is the invisible line that
we must draw to create
individual thought patterns.

Prisoners of mental deception
be free within singular
judgement.
Twisting words to control the
masses.
To cover up one's self
insecurities.
Like a drug it feeds the
imagination of minds that go
unanalyzed.
Followers to the leaders of
mass hypnotic corruption that
live their lives only to criticize
Hey PJ,
93

This letter made my day, I actually almost pissed myself laughing.  But now might be a bad time for a Civil War, now that Iraq, Iran, Korea, and eventually China will need ever increasing attention.  Better to just do mandatory sterililization, under the guise of some new life enhancing medical procedure.  Then maybe kill some beetles in the name of certain political parties.  That way we can unify the will of the US. by making corruption extinct. Literally.  

 

In Russia according to a friend of mine, they make an effort to extinguish bad business, litterally.  He told that there is an honor ethic, that if you get ripped off you are in a way socially obliged to sell your car and hire a hitman to get rid of the problem.  Very interesting culture in Russia, at least from the accounts I have heard.  I think they could balance out our fluffy approach to things, maybe we could balance out some of what I percieve to be their excessive love for cruelty.  Either way I find Russian cruelty a bit refreshing.  Its amazing how much smarter and proberly behaved people can be when they are subject to real consequences, ie. Liber OZ.  

93/93

Ryan

