Hi All,
93
The article I sent on alcohol abuse reminds me of one of my theories on why people get involved in spirituality.  It seems that most people are trying to deal with emotional issues, which is why alcohol and drug abuse are so rampant in this community.  There are other prurient issues as well; the seeking of petty power, the ease of getting sex, et al.  And I've often told people that if you meet someone who is into some form of spirituality, be careful, there's usually narcissistic and neurotic qualities that you'll have to contend with in this person.
I think the nature of the Trickster is that it can lure us into spirituality for prurient reasons and then show us something quite wholesome as we find our way onto a more authentic path.  A maturity then can follow for the more intelligent and able individual.  Others of course, continue on with a certain ignomy that merely exacerbates their already morbid tendencies.  This can make poorly organized occult lodges very dangerous places.  The issue for someone running a lodge is not to give in to the desire for a large organization, but to carefully select and train your members.
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Your theory is interesting, and probably not far off the mark in most cases. I found a book of my writing from high school last night... I was astounded to find in it so many veiled references to things in which I am now engaged. It caused me to develop today a similar theory, which is that abberations of outward behavior(and I say this as it applies to each individual and their relation to themselves, not as it applies to any social standard) are caused by the oppression or inhibition of certain forms of expression by societal standard of ettiquette, and law. In reference to drugs we could easily instance prohibition as being as much of a cause of people's inability to do them wisely as an effect- of course, once engaged in such a vicious cycle, it makes it somewhat difficult to scientifically, objectively weigh the matter at all, doesn't it? Which plays right into the hands of its supporters. But the open promulgation of Christianity and the general ill-view of paganism held in the public eye, I believe, also causes abberations in behavior, for those who have some innate magnetic pull to pagan religious practices. I can instance my own start in the path, when I was 16... I only got so far as the lesser banishing rituals, before I abandoned it, because I felt at the time that the symbolism was too judeo-christian. I could not go on, literally, because of my hatred for the symbolism, with which I had been riggidly programmed through an entire childhood of Catholic schooling. It took many years of Debauch and Self-destruction for me to come full circle into the realization that I had allowed them to take from me a Spiritual experience to which I was innately drawn. Indeed, I might even say that my inmost Light guided, pushed me to the brink of death, to weaken the resolve of my ego, that I might behold that effulgence, in my weakest moment, when I could not possibly resist its onslaught. 

 So I would say that it may go back a step further, in some cases. The seeking to adress emotional issues via spiritualism may be a result of suppressing those channels of emotional release, which is a staple of the teachings of the slave-god religions.

 

AMEN.

ROMMIAL

Hi Charles,
93
There is another thread to this issue.  Initially, the drugs introduced into society in the 60s ev, freed one from the machine (or the matrix) that was the source of emotional repression.  Their abuse created a machine that simply replaced the former machine and led to what is today, the moronic hippie.  This has come full circle and re-invigorated the original machine, giving us now two machines that we call 'the left' and 'the right.'  It's as if the machine is a cancerous cell undergoing mitosis and then mutating further still.
The Trickster is clever and the path to spirituality is subtle and easily missed for distractions and traps along the way.  Both the left and the right feel they're on some spiritual journey, when in actuality, their towing the party line (and not the Masonic cable-tow...lol).  So today, in Thelema, there's more political intrigue than there is any real spiritual egregore.  Whether it's Christism that takes spirituality away from the individual, as per your experience, or it's the corrupted sub-culture that has become a parody of itself, there's nothing but falsity and alienation.  Both create herds that eschew and shun the individual.
The herd is the machine.  It creates cults run by non-initiates that do nothing but create constitutions, bogus spiritual programs and ill-founded holy books.  That machine is now growing into a large cottage industry that we call the Newage.  Authenticity is all but dead and the slave-gods still pull many strings.  As Star Wars says, search your feelings, deal with your emotional issues, because without a knowledge of these, spiritual advancement is not possible.
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I would say that the mitosis of which you speak is a direct result of the enforced prohibition of those very substances, which created a standard of hypocrisy, on one hand dealing with the authorities which presume to preside over the free will of the individual and then on the other having an inward effect on the individual. Why, for instance, should the rituals that a drug user has to do to evade law enforcement from incarcerating him/her and siezing his/her's stash have any less of a psychological transformative effect than say the Pentagram and Hexagram rituals? The specific effect differs, but the concept is the same. So with all aspects of life, insofar as what we have to do on a day-to-day basis to survive, or what we think we have to do, or what we've been programmed to do. Race-consciousness and Social-consciousness are the bane of the individual until he/she maps them out and becomes aware of every nuance of their programming--- 

 

AMEN.

ROMMIAL

~~~ 93, 

An interesting dialogue with my Psychology professor. What I particularly enjoy about this are the Thelemic and Alchemic implications. I truly think that psychology is the science that can potentially bridge science and religion, and in my opinion holds a very important place in Scientific Illuminism. 
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I see. The same methods are used for both aversion therapy and classical conditioning, but in a different manner. “As above so below” 

 

I watched A Clockwork Orange when I was younger, but now that I watch it again I see very clearly the irony. I have attached notes taken while watching the film, and based on this it is quite clear that the film is a statement directed towards behavior modification and the particular stance of society in England at the time. I assume psychology was gaining popularity in the late 70’s and the British counter-culture took it with a grain of salt. What is interesting is that the government-role in the film was concerned solely with controlling the individual – suppressing sex and violence- while the religious figure’s role was – albeit very briefly- to advocate freedom of choice. Freedom of choice is something, in my opinion, advocated neither by government nor by religion in today’s society. Perhaps it is the duty of psychology today to bridge the gap between religion and science in our society and place responsibility back into the hands of the individual. This, I think, is what Jung had in mind- personal transformation and the evolution of the psyche of the human organism.

 

Paul David Thomas

Hi Charles,
93
There is something to say of the ritual for obtaining illegal drugs.  The attentiveness and stealth required provides training for a warrior, should one have the capacity.  There is also a certain courage required when one wanders into dangerous areas.  We actually enter a Darwinian domain.
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Hi Paul,
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As an Interdisciplinarian, I see all things inter-related...no one particular discipline exists in isolation.  For me, the gap that bridges science and religion is art.  And the practice of psychology certainly has its artistic component.  But it will also take a certain disposition in the disciplines of science and religion as well.  I discuss a good bit of this in my Starry Gnosis articles as well as my articles on Physics.
93/93
pj
Hi PJ,

 

I am not implying that psychology exists isolated from the other disciplines. Psychology itself draws from and relies on many other disciplines; genetics, biology, mathematics, neuro-physics, etc. What I am noticing however is that psychology cannot be avoided. And certainly, psychology has its artistic qualities- and art has its psychological qualities. 
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Paul David Thomas

Hi Paul,
93
Yes, as Crowley says, it's all about the mind.  Yet, we know today, the body influences the mind and vice-versa.
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Indeed. The evolutionary survivors are those who carry on the far-reaching tradition of using mind and body altering substances to better acquaint themselves with the inner light, without falling prey to the physiological and socio-psychological consequences that plague the common man.

 

AMEN.

ROMMIAL

This offshoot of this thread recalls to me a discussion I once had with someone about Descartes' infamous assertion: "I think therefore I am." I must assess that there is something beyond mind(and the body), something that comes in that unfathomably black  moment, which the mind seeks afterward to analyze and interpret in its infinite varieties and possibilities. The problem with scientifically proving the validity of having an experience of utter and complete non-existance is... referance to standard? How can one possibly describe it? Have any of you ever closed your eyes and opened them again only to find that a minute has passed.... and yet you feel as if you've slept for a full eight hours, refreshed? I have had experiences of this nature intermittently, unbidden, but have yet to discover the key to willing them.

 

AMEN. 

ROMMIAL

Hi Charles,
93
Yes, even the physical arts, such as the Martial Arts of the Chinese alter the body and its interaction with nature.  Our technology is showing us that even our genetic natures can be manipulated.  Specifically, this genetic alteration seems capable of being altered by the mind, which I feel is the next step in Thelemic Science.  Cf. the Breviary of the GCL.
http://www.amhr.org/members/gcl/mass.html
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Hi Charles,
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Yes, well put...you describe the NOT that is the key to Liber AL and its teachings.  Note that PAN sits at the NOT-apex (Da'ath) of the Supernal Triad.  And PAN is the source of ALL forms...the N.O.X. or "unfathomably black moment."
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