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 bishop <BISHOP@KINDREDX.NET>wrote:   

I find this to be an incredible statement that is just full of holes. I am not out to start any kind of flame war, so just let this be my note on the record and we can leave it be if necessary. 

pj:  No flame war...just dianoesis...point out the errors in mine and everyone's reason and to every post on this list.  It's the central theme of this list.  So you are actually doing me a kindness.  :-) 

bishop:

There is only one O.T.O. and many OTOs. Those of the latter class we see in-fighting amongst themselves on various elists and attacking the O.T.O. for all they are worth -- which is very little in the first place. 

pj:  In order to help me to understand your statement, you first have to tell me, who you are asserting is the 'real' O.T.O. and who are the "many OTOs". 

bishop:

O.T.O., on the other hand, does not practice any kind of "guy-at-the-top-hand-me-down-power" initiatory rites. Such Light is centralized within a certain sphere of influence and mirrors that of the Mass. When you think Minerval, think Mass. Same band, different venue. ;) 

pj: "think Mass"?   "Same band"? 
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pj

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

pj: In order to help me to understand your statement, you first have to

tell me, who you are asserting is the 'real' O.T.O. and who are the "many

OTOs".

We could digress into something that would not be productive to this list in

asserting opinions of lineage. As you have pointed out already in a

different thread, lineage isn't everything -- though having a direct

connection and a legal backing to boot doesn't really hurt one's standing.

Aside from that, the Work is really what is important, is it not?

bishop:

O.T.O., on the other hand, does not practice any kind of

"guy-at-the-top-hand-me-down-power" initiatory rites. Such Light is

centralized within a certain sphere of influence and mirrors that of the

Mass. When you think Minerval, think Mass. Same band, different venue. ;)

pj: "think Mass"? "Same band"?

My bad. I should have clarified by being more concrete. "Minerval initiation rite" "Gnostic Mass/Liber XV" I do hope that will clarify some of the intent.

Love is the law, love under will.

bishop
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I retain my opinion about lineage and validity as compared or contrasted with the work.  However, that does not mean that a discussion of lineage is off-topic; especially because I have said this.  So I'm eager to hear your opinions on this.  How else can I have an opportunity to learn?  How else can we all?  The only rule is again, that all posts are subject to dianoesis and disciplined by The Logical Fallacies Index.  

The main point in my address is that any lack of proof of lineage does not negate one's spiritual work, which is paramount.  Lineage therefore, serves merely as identity.  And perhaps it can denote a few other things as well.  The general sophistry in the Thelemic community is that lineage has become more important than the work...and it's assertion and the obsession with that assertion has come to replace the work...and stifle creativity.  

Those who adopt Liber AL and its teachings should be called Thelemites, no matter what 'group' they belong to...or if they belong to one at all.  The only legitimacy is in the work and the only proof is in the quality of one's Initiation.  

It is also interesting that you compare the Minerval Initiation with the Gnostic Mass...care to elaborate?  
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pj 

Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

I have had an offlist discussion where I was asked my opinion of O.T.O. and my experience therein. I am not one for politics, so I will sidestep this as carefully as possible, but I feel that O.T.O. has not only shown Its worth in general (logical fallicy #1), but I feel that it has shown Its worth by continuing the Work started under Crowley and in fact gone further in the last 20 years than he ever did in his lifetime. If we agree that success is our proof, then O.T.O. has certainly shown that of Itself through even merely Its publishing efforts. While I would agree that more could be done, O.T.O. isn't exactly a wealthy organization. So some manner of understanding, I think, should be given for that.  

Inofar as the Minveral initiation and the Gnostic Mass, I could probably go on all night about Liber XV and my passion for exploration of that enactment. I can expound more on this if you would like under a different thread (and later, say tomorrow, lol), but if you understand that the Minerval is merely a (not so?) simplistic recreation of the IXº and you realize that Liber XV is an enactment of the IXº rite itself, then the two corrolate very well. They are from two different camera lens, I might add. 

Love is the law, love under will.

bishop

www.kindredx.net  

Hi bishop,  

93  

I would agree with you as per both the publishing aspect and the apparent success of the Caliphate.  As well, they have created a solid base and outstanding social network.  Further, Motta and Germer would've had the OTO die and while I do believe Grant and Metzger both had a lot more legitimacy than McMurtry (and that McMurtry was shall we say, less than noble), McMurtry and gang essentially proved themselves best fit for the job.  

That doesn't mean that I condone what I suspect their behavior to be towards Sasha Germer (her mugging and the subsequent theft of Karl's archives).  Nor does it mean I tolerate the many other crimes I believe the hierarchy to have committed (they committed two against me alone).  And I believe two whole sets of their enemies to be absolutely moronic (the SOTOs/HOOR and UR-OTO).  

But through and through, I also believe the Caliphate to have failed in initiating their order; having gone for quantity over quality.  Bill Breeze said he's wasted a generation in order to produce their publishing.  And the focus has been way too intense on that with the OTO trying to be the sole arbiter of even Liber AL...basically, they're attempting to own the 'copyrights' and control them even regarding public domain works such as the Holy Books of Thelema.  

So my essential and important disagreement (outside of my personal disagreement regarding their crimes against me) is that they have failed to initiate their people (and themselves; the hierarchy) and that they've betrayed the A.'.A.'. by both publishing private documents, especially Motta's private letters and a "Volume IV" of the Equinox.  And I stand by my "Wish List" and its addenda.  

That's not to say that there aren't fine people in the Caliphate and even potentially fine people in the various other pretenders to the OTO throne.  Overall, there's some real creativity in the Thelemic community.  However, these voices are generally silenced one way or another.  And this is the essential danger facing the Thelemic community right now.  For that, political lines have to be erased overall...and people have to begin to stand up within these various orders and say, "Cut the shit!"  We have too many enemies without to be acting like such idiots within.  

I'm going to leave this thought to this thread and start another on the Minerval degree by answering this same message twice.  
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Do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the Law.

I knew I took a chance in posting my original thoughts. I am aware of the issues surrounding your problems with O.T.O. and, believe me, I am sympathetic to those who feel they have been on the blunt end of a stick with the Order. I will not suggest that O.T.O. has acted in the best possible manner in every situation where it found itself party to some legal action. However, to be fair, I am also not in a position to make those kinds of decisions. I mentioned that I had a offlist conversation about my experience and then I got sidetracked on a different thought. My point was that when asked, my statement was (in essence) that even I could "tell stories" of my tenure with O.T.O. But if I got caught up in each individual gripe that I have with someone or something, I would not be dedicated to the principles of the Order which I feel supercede individual personalities. Principle over personality is a very major issue facing Occulture today -- O.T.O. is no exception to that.  

Insofar as the initiatory experience, I have to disagree. But I can only do so from personal experience and the observation of those with whom I have close contact. I know that the ordeals associated with the experience of each initiation have kicked my ass on more than one occasion and my current decision not to take my IVº relates to even further understanding and comprehending lessons that my life is still in desperate need to learn. The Light is there, my friend, but I will absolutely agree that not everyone sees it -- even within the Order itself.  

Oh, and (with only minor irrelevant differences) I stand by your wish list too. ;)

Love is the law, love under will.

bishop
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This is sort of off track on your thread as my dealings with the specific camp I was involved in were negative enough that I did not stick around too long.  Of course that is not the intent of my comment so I will get more to the matter. While I would never wish any brother or sister to go through any ass kicking aspect concerning the various ordeals, seeing another mention that they have undergone various ordeals makes one not feel so alone in the wilderness as they experience their own ordeals.

Thanks,
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John

In a message dated 07/29/2002 17:43:23PM, redbadger2@yahoo.com writes:

<< Of course that is not the intent of my comment so I will get more to the matter. While I would never wish any brother or sister to go through any ass kicking aspect concerning the various ordeals, seeing another mention that they have undergone various ordeals makes one not feel so alone in the wilderness as they experience their own ordeals.>>

OK Ill tell you about a "real Ordeal." Try cleaning out the litter Pans of about 10 to 12 Cats and Kittens. I mean his is an ordeal . I should get brownie points at the very

least Someone left some extra kittens in the Park (I can tell because they are 

already Tame) And A little young for Hard food (I had to get them some soft) 

either that or there are Two/Three separate mothers. Hope they make it

regards johnmoon3717@aol.com
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Yes, I agree with you, principle over personality is a major problem and it is inherent in all the major magickal orders today...the OTO is not alone with this problem.  My argument here would be this:  Because these orders have this problem, we can readily deduce that they are not being run by Adepts as I feel that with Adepts in control, this would not be the case.  And without Adepts, the transmission of any current simply does not exist and any assertion of authority is erroneous at best.  

This is why all these orders make their appeal to legitimacy in lineage.  And the Caliphate adds to its authoritative legitimacy, the opinion of a circuit court judge.  That is not to say that one day, the Caliphate and all of these orders won't eventually manage to develop and position Adepts in their hierarchies.   But given the overwhelming egregore that exists, working against it, I really doubt it.  Part of this problem has to do with the fact that so far in Thelema at least, all of these orders are based on old-aeonic formulae.  

So I look to individuals.  Usually, those individuals, whether or not they choose to remain within the 'fold' of these orders, tend to have some quality that is heterodox as per the general egregore of the order.  And these individuals either intuitively or consciously also seek out like qualities in their association with others whether or not they are within the pale of these orders.  Ultimately, one way or another, these individual Stars tend to outshine the order and meet with some ignoble fate in their relation with their particular order.  This has proven to be relatively consistent.  

And so though I stand by my wish list, I also assert that all these orders are cults and seek a mass consciousness that thwarts individual evolution in the work of their membership.  You are an individual...and like me...you're actually getting something out of your initiations in the order.  I did also.  And I got a lot out of my initiations with HOOR as well.  But I would suggest that it is what you and I brought to those initiations that made the differences.  

The essential failure is that these orders really don't properly prepare their candidates, generally.  And that usually, the initiators are themselves not initiated having never been properly prepared and presently seduced by the idea that they are initiates.  The rampant and bombast pomposity in their behavior is almost always a certain sign of this.  
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pj 

