> --- In GnosticThought@y..., "dttministries" <dttministries@y...>  

> > If we are to extrapolate ourselves from the acceptance of or 

> > necessity for myth, however, from what or where are we to 

> derive our 

> > ultimate idea of true pnuematic liberation?  Or briefly: CAN 

> GNOSTIC 

> > PHILOSOPHY EXIST INDEPENDENTLY OF GNOSTIC 

> MYTHOLOGY, and if so, of 

> > what would it consist?

> 

> Platonic idealism may come close to the type of philosophy you 

> seem to suggest; yet, Plato often used myth in his dialogs...see 

> the Republic.

> 

> Myth in itself is a valuable toll for thought, one which has 

become 

> discarded since the European Enlightenment and the 

> Philosophical Positivism of our own age. However, Myth is best 

> used to convey things which are intuited in the attempt to display 

> their universality.

> 

> The conflicts arise between myths when they are taken literally or 

> historically, like the virgin birth of Jesus; a Virging becomes 

> fecundated by the Holy Spirit and gives birth to a male chil in a 

> manger under a star, while this is biologically impossible (where 

> did Jesus Y-chromosome come from?) there must be some 

> other meaning to this tale, one which communicates a Truth 

> which can be apprehended within one's self and the Cosmos.

> 

Myth, when told as a fact, by ancient peoples who were the masters 

of their reality, may indeed have been reality and truth in their 

day and age. Just because we today don't have their faiths and 

freedom of thought don't make our self imposed realities the only 

one possible, or the only one that ever was. This is today's age of 

societies and peoples blindness and ignorance about the real truths 

of reality and the real truths governing reality, which is our own 

minds, faiths, wills, and beliefs. Dare to free society of today 

from the spiritual and intellectual chains that have been ignorantly 

imposed over them from childhood and we all may one day see such 

miraculous events and more, more often in the future. Of course, 

learning to discipline and refine one's mind, self, and reality does 

lead to remarkable eras of invention and accomplishements such as 

what we have experienced in the last few centuries, but a time has 

come where it is best if we relaxed our grip on what will be 

possible and what will not be allowed to be possible in this corner 

of reality and it is time for us to start embrassing the idea and 

knowledge that anything and everything is truely possible and that 

there are infinite answers to everything, not just a limited and 

comfortable few.

Tarnished Silverwolf

In a message dated 7/7/2002 12:44:44 AM Eastern Daylight Time, 

AJRoberti@aol.com writes:

> 

> 

> << Or briefly: CAN GNOSTIC PHILOSOPHY EXIST INDEPENDENTLY OF GNOSTIC 

> MYTHOLOGY, >>

> 

   I see philosophy to be the language of the intellect and myth to be the 

language of the spirit or as some call it the anima. To make the inner like 

the outer a balance of the mind and soul, the head and the heart needs to 

take place.   steve 

Hi Tony;

Your points are well spoken and I agree that in many instances 

gnosticism is not communicable other than in myth.

While Apuleius' The Golden Ass is not a gnostic myth per se, 

there are elements in the tale of Cupid and Psyche which share 

in the symbolism of the Gnostic mythology.

For example - Psyche is so beautiful she obtains the jealous 

wrath of Venus - Aphrodite who sends her son Cupid - Eros to 

sting her with an arrow to cause her to fall in love with a 

miserable person beneath her station.

Here we have Psyche - which is also Greek for butterfly - 

begetting the rage of an Archon; and the gods were archons, and 

Venus let us not forget is one of the Chief 7 ruling planetary 

Archons.

Eros - of course is Love, but Love in English is not an apt word; 

the Greeks had so many terms for what we call love, and I would 

say Eros is not the same in meaning as our now debased term - 

erotic, which begets all associations of triple - X and inflatable 

dolls.

;-)

Of course Eros is himself smitten,  fails in his mission and 

instead Psyche is stung by two arrows, and as a result, while her 

beauty is renowed, she is unable to inspire anyone to love her 

and wed her.

An oracle is consulted and Psyche repairs in search of the 

horrible monster she is fated to wed. In ends up this monster is 

Eros himself who repairs to be bedside nighly and loves her.

Under the condition that she not gaze upon him.

Under the temptation to gaze on her lover she violates the 

conditions of the marriage and Cupid flies away.

Psyche undergoes many trials in seeking to redeem herself, but 

in one task Venus gives her a task to obtain beauty from 

Proserpine in Hades and to bring it to her.

Psyche on the return trip from Hades opens the box containing 

beauty, but instead releases a Sleep of Death and falls dead.

Cupid takes pity on her and takes her to Jupiter and beseeches 

her restoration to life; whereupon she is made immortal and the 

bride of Cupid.

MYTH

As we can see, the myth of Cupid and Psyche contains the same 

essential elements as the myth of the fall of Sophia.

Sophia wants to look  upon the Father - Psyche wants to behold 

Cupid

Psyche is banished, Sophia is banished

Separation from the Pleroma; separation from Cupid

under the wrath of the Demiurge; under the wrath of the Archon 

Venus

redemption by Logos ; redemption by Eros. 

But underneath all the metaphor lies the struggle of the human 

Soul to rejoin that which is its partner, the Logos - which in 

Apuleius is likewise Eros.

The mythic value is to restore the separated aspects of the 

personal back to the fullness of the universal.

Put another way, to make our immanent Self restored to the Self 

which is utterly transcendant of the Cosmos.

To wed Anthropos to Ekklesia.

Restore Psyche to Cupid.

Morph

--- In GnosticThought@y..., Frater Scorpius <scorpiusaa@y...> 

wrote:

> 93

> 

> --- GeorgeHarvey2621@c... wrote:

> 

> > This is a condemnation of the literalists of 

> > Judaism, Christianity and Islam. Not just blaming

> > the Jews.

> 

> I understand that. But it still seems a bit unfair. It

> seems a bit odd to blame the excesses of Christianity

> and Islam on their Hebrew origin when Judaism itself

> does not seem to posses these negative qualities

> nearly as much, at least in my experience.

> 

> 93 93/93

> 

> Scorpius

> 

Read the passage carefully, Scorpius;

Hoeller is critiquing the concept of covenants; this concept of 

course is the basis of the Torah and the Quran, and literalist 

Christianity.

However, I would differ with Hoeller on the point that the covenant 

- the Bris - is what Paul inveighs against in Galatians - otherwise 

known as the Circumcision. So in reality, covenants with "God" 

are not a part of the original Christan impulse - this was only a 

part of Christianity after the incorporation of the Septuagint as 

part of the Christian canon and the adoption of the '10 

Commandments' despite the admonitions of St. Paul - are these 

people truly Christian?

Now however we want to look at it, the concept of covenants 

does have its origins in Judaism beginning with Abraham and 

the Bris at least and this is carried on in the Quran; along with 

the legal codes that go with them.

These are the covenants of the Demiurge; at least the Demiurge 

as defined as the Creator of the Cosmos and the Giver of Laws, 

the definition of the Valentinian school anyway.

One must understand that the larger historical and classical 

focus of Gnosticism has been with regard to the criticism of 

literalist religion and the State, and since many ancient Gnostic 

schools were filled with Jewish converts, this criticism is often 

directed towards the idea of the Bris, and otherwise towards the 

governance of the Romans, and the compromises made 

between the Jerusalem Cohens (Annas and Caiaphas) and the 

Roman State (Pontius Pilate). Of Course Caiaphas and Pontius 

are metaphors for the larger problem of religious coaptation by 

the State to its own ends - again state contracts on divine 

covenants.

Read Ptolemy's Letter to Flora for a better understanding of 

where the criticism of covenant based religion and compromise 

arises from in Gnosticism - and the problematic situations that 

arise from the belief in divine covenants.

To wit; the situation in Israel today where religious extremists 

believe their god has given them that land by Covenant; the 

other side believing that their Prophet ascended to Heaven from 

the very site where the Temple of the first party once stood.

Clearly there is a problem which arises from scriptural literalism, 

that cannot be denied; and it cannot be denied that Jewish 

extremists are just as prone to fanaticism as anyone else in this 

situation - that much is demonstrated their disregard for the life 

and property of non-jews on land they believe was given them by 

their deity through the covenant of the Torah. I suggest a visit the 

website 

http://btselem.org/

to get a clearer picture of the horrors going on and perpetrated by 

the Israelis in the name of their religious faith.  

(Given political power, any literalist religion eventually turns on its 

competitors using the State as its means - THAT is the actual 

message in the broader context of the book by Stephan Hoeller)

Conflict in Palestine is THE major divisive conflict in the world 

today and upon which rests every other conflict in the region. 

Furthermore, this conflict is fed by the Christian apocalypticism 

that holds that Jesus will return to redeem the saved once the 

Jews fulfill prophecy and restore the Temple - unfortunately there 

is a Mosque in the way - hmmm, what to do? The Muslims on 

the other hand consider both Jews and Christians to be 

disbelievers, and that Mosque - Masjid al Sharif -  is their sacred 

place where Muhammad rose to heaven to converse with Allah 

in the Miraj.

So nobody is blaming the Jews in the passage taken and used 

out of context from Hoeller's book, the blame is on Scriptural 

literalism and religious extremism. I think it is time we move 

away from the lachrymose concept of poor persecuted religious 

minorities and look at what is really the case -

any literalist religion which obtains unfettered political power  - 

as we see in the Jewish and Muslim states of the Middle East - 

will use the State as its means to suppress the rights, livelihood 

and property of members of other religions. This is true for 

Israel, Saudi Arabia, Iran and elsewhere. 

No religious group is immune to the corrupting influence of 

political power and will always use political power to achieve its 

ends at any cost to those outside the religion; this is justified by 

the concept of divine covenant.

The caveat is that the very same thing will happen in the United 

States if we are not vigilant against the apocalyptist literalist  

Christians who are gaining power at local, state and federal 

levels. That is also one of the messages in Hoeller's book.

Morph

I understand your point about myths and hidden meanings only 

decipherable by those who have been initiated in the mysteries. And 

likely some myths were told and composed with the mysteries in mind. 

But I still wouldn't discount the value or neccessity of biological 

anomalies, or miracles, or even supernatural abilities, nor their 

reality. Our very existence and the existence of matter as we know 

it is a miracle, a biological anomaly, and likely made possible and 

probable because of the existence of a supernatural force. Perhaps 

these events and beings described in myths are just a reminder of 

how far we have fallen, or where we are born into but don't 

neccessarily have to remain, and what we should strive to reachieve 

and be. Many myths also were told and were remembered because of the 

lessons they taught and to show by example how much more we could be 

than just petty, survival orientated beasts with no higher purpose 

in life than to just survive and dominate the world and each other. 

They remind us that we have the ability to overcome our crude 

survival orientated animal natures and to ascend to a higher and 

more poetic state of being and plane of existence.

Tarnished Silverwolf

