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ON THE POWERS OF THE SPHINX

 


 there has been little wrote about a obscure magickal formula known as "the powers of the sphinx."  it was 1st publicly published by the french magickal adept eliphas levi,though he either did not fully understand the formula or purposely kept it secret to try protect the formula.  a well known english magus who sometimes wrote under his magickal motto TO MEGA THERION, but is know to the world as aleister crowley, wrote much more upon the subject than levi did before him.  crowley spent his whole life practicing and writing about magick and was not afraid to give to the world the magickal formulas and rituals that had been hidden in the past.  he was well known and well hated in some magickal circles for publishing the golden dawns initation rituals, though he felt he had the authority through a magickal book he received call liber AL. within this holy book it said he is the prophet of the new aeon of horus, and it gave instructions n how he should publish the useful rituals of the past.  within this essay i will use the information that crowley had published on the powers of the sphinx and also other material he wrote that corresponds the new aeon principles to the powers of the sphinx.   
 it is generally seen that there are 4 different powers of the sphinx, which are: "to will", "to know",  "to dare" and "to be slient", though  crowley also did write but much less than the other 4 powers of the sphinx, of a 5th power, which is "to go." it seems as if once the 4 powers of the sphinx were mastered they would become this 5th power, or there would be some other form of  a transmutation from the 4 powers into only 1 power.  it is stressed that the only way to develop 4 powers of the sphinx was though balence, when working on the 4 powers of the sphinx the magician must be very carefully to devlop these powers equally,  to keep balence and to not  build up one power much higher than the others 3. the 4 powers of the sphinx build a pyrimad, and if the magician focuses on 1 side of his pyrimad more than the other 3 powers that 1 wall will be tall and unbalanced, but without the support of the other 3 walls around it that 1 tall wall will just fall to the ground and crash.  that is why with the 4 powers of the sphinx, the walls must be perfectly balenced in there development with the rest of the walls of the pyramid, or if not the walls will not be able to hold each other up to be able to form a strong pyrimid. you can only build you highest wall as quick as your lowest, then finally the 4 walls come together to a point.  this is the crown of our pyramid of light, which form our 5th power, "to go".
   here is a  brakedown of each power to hopefully help you understand the mystical & magickal powers of the sphinx, helping the magician to see them from a qabalist veiw, while also seeing them in there thelemic terms, all there different corresponds to the TARO cards, and the mystical/biblical animals of the cherbuim.  it is important to see these powers of the sphinx meaning as universal to all there corresponds, and NOT JUST the acual power's name, or not to see the power's meaning as just 1 or 2 of its actual corresponds. only through understanding these correspondes can you begin to really see what these powers are all about. each power of the sphinx is a pylon of energies that transmute into one soild pillar, yet all with in the pylon are within the same magickal family. most commonly the 4 different powers of the sphinx are related to the 4different magickal elements: FIRE, WATER, AIR, EARTH. once you understand the correspondes to each power of the sphinx are all within the same magick family, then you can begin the work on these powers, and begin to build your beautiful pyrimid of light as a magickal temple to GO do the great work!
 
"TO WILL"-  which is also known as just "will" or even "duty", the word duty closely relates to the thelemic word for ones will, which in qabalah duty equals 29 as does HADIT, the egyptian father god or the "point", and also does the eastern word "TAO" in the magick of the east. in the thelema formula of LLLL this 1st power would correspond to the word LIFE, in that how you decide to live your life is basically your will. LIFE in our holy qabalah equals 51, as does the words wheel, veil, maat. the cherbium beast the bull that most relates to this power of the sphinx, in that the bull is a symbol of energy and energy corresponds to fire, which is the element of this power of the sphinx,  therefore putting "TO WILL" as the Yod in the Qabalah formula of YHVH or YHShVH.  in this formula yod is the father and lies on the tree of life in the sephiroth CHOKMAH.  the bull is also an ancient phallic god, therefore perfectly corresponding with both the LLLL of life since the phallus is a tool of life, and also the phallus shoots sperm and sperm is seen as fire, the element that correspnds to this power.             the bull identifies with the TARO card of the Heirophant which corresponds to both the YOD and VAV in the universal YHVH formula.  1st the heirophant corresponds to YOD or the powr "TO WILL"  in that in the heirophant is on a throne made up of a bull, and also the zodiac sign it corresponds to is taurus the bull.  the heirophant also corresponds to the 3rd power of the sphinx "TO DARE" in that the hebrew letter VAV is the hebrew letter assigned to the heirophant. this father/YOD & son/VAV relationship is clearly shown within the heirophant TARO card itself, in that the father who is osiris is the kind sitting in the throne, but you can see the son/VAV within the father who is RA-HOOR-KHUIT in this particular story shown in the heirophant card. there is always a special and common relationship between the FATHER/YOD & SON/VAV,  because the father is the son and the son is the father. also the latin word of WILL is VELLE, and both words WILL & VELLE in qabalah gematria add to the number 76 as does the word male (which the father is always male) and OV the greek word for semen which also associates with the sephiroth CHOKMAH which corresponds with with YOD in the YHVH formula.  also the hebrew letter YOD equals 76, yod is also seen as a symbol for semen.  the 1st power of the sphinx associates with the highest QABALAH world of atziluth, this is the level where the spark of an idea happens, the reason why the idea is formed. for example, it is the pain of hunger in ones stomach that sparks (remember it associates with fire:) the idea in ones mind that i am hungry and i need to eat.
"TO KNOW"-  the 2nd power of the sphinx is "TO KNOW" which is also known as knowledge, or the greek word for it is SCIRE. which equals 295 as can the words SOPHIA and SPHINX.   in the thelemic formula LLLL this power corresponds to liberty, in that liberty is found in the mind, and no where else can it be won but in the mind. even if we are talking about overcoming a horrible government through a physical means the 1st step of physical liberty can not be found till the mind is 1st at liberty to think as it will. the word FREEDOM when converting it to hewbrew letters is FREEDVM equals 266 as also the 2nd thelemic L LIBERTY, and of course there is little difference if any in the word liberty and freedom.  the cherbium beast of the 2nd power is the MAN or also called the ANGEL, this beast doesnt use its physical energy nor physical strength nor its stealth & speed to win, instead it uses its mind to fight and win the battle. the special ability of the MAN or ANGEL is its mind, which is where the 2nd thelemic L LIBERTY is truely only found.  the hebrew letter corresponds to the MAN or ANGEL and therefore also the power of the sphinx "TO KNOW"  is not so clean cut of an answer. because when it comes to its corresponding taro card and therefore also the hebrew letter, there are possibly 2 different TARO cards which correspond to 2 different hebrew letters.  this is all due to verses in the book estblishing the aeon ov horus LIBER AL, reverse the 2 paths on the tree of life which are HEH & TZADDI, the STAR use to correspond to the hebrew letter TZADDI and the EMPORER taro use to correspond to the hebrew letter HEH.  but due to the swap caused in liber AL, the taro card the STAR now corresponds to the hebrew letter HEH and the taro card the EMPORER corresponds to the hebrew letter TZADDI.  so therefore the power of the sphinx "TO KNOW" corresponds to the taro card the STAR and it corresponds to the hebrew letter HEH. but according to liber aleph A.crowely says "the man" corresponds to the hebrew letter TZADDI in the formula of the powers of the sphinx. due to "MAIM"  is water and equals 90 (MIM) and is what penetrates the earth (final heh and the power of silence).  in the qabalah this power of the sphinx would correspond to  the sephiroth of the Queen or mother which is BINAH, or the 1st HEH in YHVH formula. the power of the sphinx of knowledge correspondes to the QABALAH world of briah, this is where an idea is first formed. if a person is hungry the pain of hunger is the highest level ATZILUTH, from there the person realises he needs to eat in order to stop this pain, which is the level of BRIAH. at the level of BRIAH the person KNOWS the general idea on how to stop the problem.
"TO DARE"- the 3rd power of the sphinx is "to dare" or courage, "to dare" adds up to 289 as well as the words VIRGO (which corresponds to the taro card the hermit which corresponds to the hebrew letter yod),HEART (which tiphareth the sephiroth on the tree of life that corresponds to the hebrew letter VAV is the heart of the tree of life), and TRINC (a mystery formula about drinking you lover, which in magick the lover is usually seen as the holy guardian angel, which you unite with in tiphareth in the initatory path of the AA).  the word for courage in latin is audire  which equals 226 as does the words SOPHIA and FATHER (which corresponds to the hebrew letter yod, also vav's will is to become yod through union with the princess/malkuth).  this power "to dare" correspondes to the LLLL word LIGHT, and therefore also corresponding with the sun the source of all light & life, which the sun correspondes to the sephiroth tiphareth. in the YHVH formula the 3rd letter is vav, which is the SON of the father and mother, and it is the element of AIR. tiphareth is the level of a adepts career when the adept experiences knowledge and conversation with their holy guardian angel, this is union with what some people consider as god, others as there personal angel. either way it represents union with there opposite, the adept is a human and unites with its opposite, which is something not human, something higher.  for some tiphareth is also about sexual union between opposites, male & female, which  correspondes very much to the sexual lion-headed serpent which looks like a sperm, the lionheaded serpent therion corresponds to VAV.  YOD is the letter that is seen to correspond to sperm, also corresponds to the 1st power ov the sphinx, "to will", and as has been explained both powers YOD & VAV relate to each other very very closely through there correspondes to each other.  this should be remembered the cherium beast that assocites with the 3rd power of the sphinx is the lion, who is in 777 is one of the animals of tiphareth. the hebrew letter of this power is teth, with means serpent or sometimes the lion-headed serpent, which correspondes to the astrological sign leo the lion.  the taro trump that corresponds to the power "to dare" is the lust card in the thoth deck or in others the strenght card. this card corresponds to the astrological sign of leo the lion, and also the hebrew letter teth the serpent, therefore the lust card is symbolically the lion headed serpent.  within the picture of the card is a lion with a tail that is a serpent, this lion is being rode by babalon or the scarlet woman, wich in itself is a very daring formula.  the power of courage best correspondes to the qabalistic world of yetzirah, which is the world of formation, where and idea is designed to be able to be put in use. it takes courage to test ideas and fail time after time until you are able to succeed and create what is needed.  our hungry person at the level of YETZIRAH weighs the options of what he would like and what his possibilities to eat are, in order to stop the pain of hunger.
"TO BE SILENT"-  the 4th power of the sphinx is "to be silent" or silence, in latin it is the word tacere. in hebrew gematria "to be silent" equals 250 as the words kundalini(a high form of sex which also transends to meditation, though this can also just be a form of meditation), manifest (meaning taking shape in the physical world malkuth), harlot (who is a female who is freely sexual). these 3 words relate to a female, manifest in that it is only the female who can manifest human life, though not with out the help of a mans yod/sperm. kundalini is a term used for a very high form of meditation that sometimes has to do with sex, harlot is a derogatory word for a sexual woman. the word silence adds up to 180 as the words "the mass" and malkuth, the 4th power of the sphinx relates to the priestess in the gnostic mass. malkuth is the sephiroth this power assosiates with the power of silence,  also corresponding to the final HEH in the YHVH qabalah formula, which is the daughter of the MOTHER/HEH with the SON/VAV. the element associated here is earth,  and the cherbium beast is the eagle,serpent or dragon, which each of these have been alternated as the 4th cherbium. the TARO card corresponding here is the death card which is also the hebrew letter NUN for fish, in the death card of the thoth deck all the 3 cherbium of this power can be seen. the last of the LLLLs in the thelemic formula is LOVE which corresponds to the power of silence, love is experienced in silence, the feeling that transends all words. it may seem strange that something as powerful as love that transends all words and sometimes even thinking would be assocated with the material level of malkuth, but malkuth is very closely related to the highest of the high. in that malkuth is seen as the lowest sephiroth of the tree above but is the kether of the tree below (insert picture). therefore there is a close relationship with the sephiroths kether & malkuth.  in the levels of qabalah the power of silence relates to the level of assiah, which is the material level associating with malkuth. at this level ASSIAH the hungry person prepares and eats the food which silents the pain of hunger.

 

 if looking at the powers of the sphinx through these correspondances you will see there is much wrote on the meaning of these different powers, though it is not always wrote about them in the form of the acual power of the sphinx. no matter if this is due to the powers of the sphinx is a ancient and very well guarded formula taught to only the high mystics and magicians, or it is a fairly new formula that has not been studied as much as older formulas, it is a very powerful formula that much mystical & magical power can come from if used and worked on in the correct way.  the adept should try to encorperate each of the 4 powers equally and correctly in his life, in order to gain and use the 5th power which is "TO GO", that is to go forth with his life and will by the use of these 4 powers as one. balence is the nature of the work with the sphinx, and all 4 powers must be used and balenced, if 1 power is forgot all is lost.  
 the main current the powers of the sphinx work with is the current of the new aeon, the aeon of horus, called the current 93. this current 93 is the THELEMA-AGAPE current of WILL-LOVE , both of the greek words equal 93, and WILL is the 1st power of the sphinx and love is a variation of the 4th power of the sphinx "to be silent", therefore this current93 is the begining and end of the powers of the sphinx, the alpha & omega.  the 1st letter of each of the powers of the sphinx: Will, Know, Dare, Silence, Go (WKDSG) 6+20+4+60+3 when added up equal 93.  also 93 can be found if you add up each of the cherbium names first letter that correspond to the powers of the sphinx, that is Bull, Lion, Angel, Serpent (BLAS)2+30+1+60=93 equal 93.  you can add up another variation of the cherbuim beasts names to lock into the current 93 by adding the 1st letters of each names: Bull, Lion, Man, Eagle (BLME) 2+30+40+5=77 equal 77, which is 7x11. 7 is the number of venus which is the goddess of love, also there are 7 words in "love is the law love under will" which simplified is AGAPE. 11 is the number of magick and will through the 5(microcosm)+6(macrocosm)=11, also there are 11 words in the phrase "do what thou wilt shall be the whole of the law" which simplified is the word THELEMA. therefore 77 is the union of WILL with LOVE or THELEMA & AGAPE which is exactly the meaning of the current93, the interlocked THELEMA & AGAPE. 
 this current as said is the current of the new aeon of horus, which links to horus can directly be found in the powers o the sphinx. if you add up the 1st letter of each of the taro card trumps that correspond to each power of the sphinx: Heirophant,Lust,Emporer,Death 5+30+5+4=44 , as said in liber333 44 is a number of horus in that 4 is the number of chesed which is royalty and 11 the number of magick.  the number 76 is the number will adds up to in both english and latin (velle), this number can also be found when adding the first letters of a variation of the cherbium that correspond to the powers of the sphinx: Bull+Lion+Man+Dragon/2+30+40+4=76.  the word love adds up to 90, as does the 1st letter of each powers of the sphinx, Will+Know+Dare+Silence/6+20+4+60=90.  
 the powers of the sphinx also correspond with the powerful thelemic symbol called the Grand sigil of the Heirophant.  this is a vertical line crossed equally by 3 horizontal lines, on the tree of life the vertical line is made up of gimel and samekh then the horizontal lines are peh, teth, and daleth. the 3 horizontal lines equal 93 80+9+4=93, which the powers of the sphinx have a very soild connection to the 93 current as has been explained above. if you add the 2 vertical paths to the horizontal paths you get 3+60+93=156, the number of BABALON, on the powers of the sphinx if you add up the TARO cards: heirophant and lust (5+11=16) with the hebrew letters that correspond to the other 2 powers of the sphinx, tzaddi & nun 90+50=140+16=156.
  the powers of the sphinx also correspond directly to each path in the grand sigil of the heirophant. the 1st power "to will" the fathe rin the YHVH formula, corresponds to the path of PEH, in that peh is firey will, also peh corresponds to mars which is the highest male force, the power to will is fire, also yod the highest male correspondance in the YHVH formula. the next power is "to know" which is HEH the mother on the YHVH scale, this corresponds to gimel on the grand sigil of the heirophant. this is due to a few reasons, the taro card gimel corresponds to is the preistess who in the mass is the level of HEH the mother.  this path goes from tiphareth to kether and goes through the sephiroth DAATH which is knowledge, which is this power of the sphinx, 'TO KNOW."  the next power is "TO DARE"  which correspondes  to the path of teth which associates to the taro card lust & astro sign of leo. the lion has always been seen as a animal of courage, even in the movie the wizard of oz, there was talk about how the lion was spose to be a couragous animal. also lust itself can be, to dare and to go past the fear of rejection.this matches perfectly to what has already been said about the correspondes of the 3rd power of the sphinx.  the power "to be silent" corresponds to the path of daleth on the grand sigil of the heirophant, this path is of venus the goddess of love, love is the thelemic LLLL that corresponds to the 4th power of the sphinx SILENCE. also love is something experienced in silence, though we humans sometimes attempt in vain to recreate it through words. daleth which means door corresponds to malkuth in that malkuth is the door to the tree of life which is made up of 3 triads. malkuth is also the door to the rest of the tree of life in the mountain of initation.   the last power of the sphinx is "TO GO" this relates to the path of samekh, which corresponds to the taro card ART and the astrological sign sagittarius. art is of the mixing of the 4 elements which is exactly what the power "to go" is. the building up of the 4 powers of the sphinx into a pyrimad, when that is done there is the 5th power TO GO is created.  just as in the taro card ART the 4 elements are transmuted into 1 element which is usually associated as SPIRIT and is definetly something higher than the other 4 elements.  the astrological sign sagitarrius is of a goat-man or baphomet shooing an arrow into the sky, the baphomet is the union of male and female or opposites the arrow is them shooting up the tree of life to there union which takes place in tiphareth.  it could also be said baphomet is the creation of the 4 elements into one, in other words the 4 elements transmute to make BAPHOMET.     
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93
Yes, To Go -is the ultimate aim of the pyramid. I saw this already as was doing the translations of Liber Logaeth. There where they spoke of mountains starting to walk.
But this going is of course symbolic. Its the going of Thelema, in the understanding of Thelema as Divine will, and not as the will of the isolate intelligence. 
The work of the city of pyramids is ultraboring, because the completion of the pyramids staticness is what finally transform into the flow of the universe. And the adept have given himself to the universe.
But there is a reason to not mention the Going, because if you add it in the formula you dont get that staticness which at last produces the great Going.

I am very glad to see somebody are doing good work,almost simoustanely as this got in, one of my students denounced magick to bhuddism. I shall spend some time right now on being very nice and difficult.
93 93
Runar

Hi Gunner,

93

This is an excellent essay.  I really enjoyed your gematric analysis of those various 93 equivalents...very insightful.  I will however, differ with you on your stated lack of difference between freedom and liberty.  They are not identical terms at all.  Liberty curtails freedom when such freedom would interfere with the nature of another star.  This is why one can't yell "fire!" in a movie theater.  Therefore, liberty comes under the yoke of discipline as freedom bears no restraint.

It would be interesting to work the ABMN formula into this work.  The Fire Opal, which uses this, calls the name of the Grand Hierophant, which is drawn over the Khu of the operator during the performance of Reguli.  Knowledge and Will are a force that act together as they are each interdependent.  This forms the AB, which is a force of attraction.

AL III.22:  "The other images group around me to support me: let all be worshipped, for they shall cluster to exalt me.  I am the visible object of worship; the others are secret; for the Beast & his Bride are they: and for the winners of the Ordeal x.  What is this?  Thou shalt know."

The M is Mem, Water, Isis, gate of Initiation, the vaginal opening to the womb.  And the womb is the Dark Cell, formerly thought of as a tomb, birthing one to a new life...the pyramid and equating with N...Nun, Death...even Da'ath, bringing us about full circle to Knowledge.  And as you suggest, the construction of the pyramid brings us to the "5th" power...'To Go,' a certain allusion to the nature of Initiation.
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i see what you are saying PJ, liberty is something earned, and freedom is something generally gave.  is this what you are saying???

 

ABMN formula??? i see it equals 93, but what exactly is this,  i dont think i have heard of this before.  i follow you with your explaination on it, though it is kinda brief in my opinion.  no offense.
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Hi Gunner,

93

No offense taken at all.  Yes, my explanation was quite brief.  For a more detailed discussion, see the one between Runar and myself at the time of my writing this ritual.  It's just below the graphics of Runar's Perdurabo boxes.

http://www.amhr.org/aa/Fire%20Opal.html
Per Freedom, you have an interesting insight...yes, I guess we would have to give someone freedom if it implies something beyond liberty.  This would necessarily entail the permitting of some abuse of one person by another.  And it reminds me of the altruist (in Ayn Rand's philosophical system) who gives of him or herself.  And isn't it interesestin in our slave culture that the call is always for freedom?...and not the cry of Liberty when the Founding Fathers sought virtue.
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