Earlier this week I watched a very informative - and overall very positive! - 4-part documentary series on the Sundance Channel called "The Drug Years." Not only was there a lot of historical detail, but comments from former drug users and about advocates such as Timothy Leary. 

 

The opening line basically stated that drug use didn't really start on a massive scale in the United States until the 60s, and the highlight was Haight-Ashbury in San Francisco, California. Contrary to popular belief and media propaganda in the "war against drugs," marijuana is a recreational drug which does not lead to insanity and obsessive and man-made hard drugs such as meth, heroin and cocaine, but to LSD, another drug of choice at that time. When marijuana became scarce in Haight-Ashbury, methamphetamine was invented and the cranksters would eat the street cats. Nowadays one can find a meth clinic there as well as artsy shops. 

 

Another part which I thought was very important was that ecstasy was shown to have very positive results in psychotherapy. One woman who was diagnosed with cancer and going through the obvious emotional turmoil, was able to relate and cope with her emotions after experimenting with ecstasy. However, and in spite of consumerism, the older generation disapproved and voted for Presidents who could try to put a stop to the hippies. One by one each drug was eventually made illegal, although it was the CIA who originally distributed them. Even the people in the later programs on hard and extremely dangerous drugs such as meth stated that there was no way to even consider making meth legal and to allow users to remain addicts, since it was not even a recreational drug. 

 

The war on drugs also neglects the phenomenon of addiction to prescriptions which are the "legal" drugs of choice today. 

93

Cammy

Motta writes in Astral Attack & Defense:

 

Professor Timothy Leary was placed in an insane asylum for defending the use of LSD, and freely teaching his household concoction. Recently he was freed, and has made conferences against the use of psychedelics, brainwashed by governmental authorities... 
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I also think its interesting that the documentary was called the drug 

years, as if it was passed. In some sense its true, the glory is gone, and 

there are no very visible intellectuals who promote its use. The rebelling 

of the 60ies have passed through akind of alchemical process of its own. In 

the 90ies the group Oasis took the title rebel and its rumour to itself and 

exemplified it by insulting other artists, getting into fights with 

photographers and also far less guilty persons. Right now, the title is 

maybe held by Pete Doherty of the Babyshambles, and the glory is certainly 

very exhausted. To rebel with injecting heroin into unconscious fans is 

very drained of even the pretense of anything good. This act, is what i 

have understood from interviews by addicts here, is a kind of a gift, but 

also a way to kill people with overdose. Last week somebody was shot here 

as revenge for a such case of slaughter.

Still are there people who use entheogens, and the churches of south 

america are the most notable. They seem to avoid promoting and also the 

societys attention, by not bringing too many people into their activities. 

The rest of socalled illegal drug use i am prone to regard as attempts on 

selfmedication.

Todays news also brought in that somebody from UN is launching a new 

campaigne against Cannabis. The argument is correct, cannabis isnt what it 

was, its far stronger than it was in the 70ies, years of selection of the 

strongest plants have made it very strong.
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One of the authors commenting said that he didn't think drugs nor their use would ever go away as the plants have been around for so long and around the world. But the ambience is a jaded version of what it used to be. 

As for Cannabis - really? Because according to some smokers, it's really hard to get some good weed in the U.S.! I also heard that in Europe and other countries (like Morocco) they (still) use drugs like ecstasy for psychotherapy - is this true? 
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