Hi All,
93
This morning, reading: The Morning of the Magicians, I came across an interesting quote.  The author, meeting an Alchemist in France in 1955ev, quotes the Alchemist as saying about Gurdjieff:
"In Gurdjieff's teaching there is no material point of contact between the pupil who has been convinced of his own insignificance and the energy he must succeed in acquiring in order to become a real being.  This energy--this 'will to will' as Gudjieff puts it--the pupil is supposed to find in himself and nowhere else.  Now this approach is partially false, and can only lead to despair.  This energy exists outside man, and must be captured.  The Roman Catholic swallows the host--a ritual way of intercepting this energy.  But if you have no faith?  In that case, have a fire--that is all the alchemy is.  A real fire.  Everything begins and everything happens through contact with matter."
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Hey PJ
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Interesting.  Again this reiterates the value of the Thelemic Eucharist, Resh, Reguli, and the Fire Opal, all which I found to boost the will and vital energies of the magician on multiple levels.  But the Fire, this Reminds me of that wonderful book we discussed last year by Herman Hesse called Damain.  The mystics would spend hours in a dark room just staring at the fire in silence, and in return, they developed strength.  
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Ryan

In a message dated 11/15/05 8:28:41 PM, ry1nn@yahoo.ca writes:



Interesting.  Again this reiterates the value of the Thelemic Eucharist, Resh, Reguli, and the Fire Opal, all which I found to boost the will and vital energies of the magician on multiple level



Hm what if it doesn't matter. What ritual or belief system it is, but rather the nature of Belief itself,
I believe that a rose that is apparently dead can live,,, I f I do not beleive..that rose has not a chance...it receives no care.. And its spark of life potential is snuffed out
But lets say I believe... In the way I feel that it may have some life.. I work with it
i make sure its protected. I seal its cracked outer skin... and the spark of potential brings forth a bud
then a briar and leaves then finally the rose is restored.
  But absent of the belief in that ritual of life.............................that it can be done...There would be no rose.no life...only death and the wood upon a fire..
  The system you believe in may be irrelevant as long s it works to fan the potential in all matter
Regards,
johnmoon3717@aol.com
Hi Ryan,
93
Yes, this that we call interacting with the world around us, is itself a eucharistic connection with life and all its objects.  Alienation keeps us from a direct experience of this...usually, the alienation caused by our own ignorance...our sleeping.  Magickal rituals are moving prayers that establish and strengthen our connection with both the physical and astral worlds as much as it inculcates that which we call divine...the divine world or energy that is the source of life...beyond Plato's world of forms.
Fire is the physical emanation of something so much higher...that primordial chaos that is the giver and destroyer of life.  The Golden Chain of Homer can provide more insight into this.  The light and heat that fire transfers on a physical level carries with it all the higher planes.  Demian was a captivating book for me...both as a teenager and now.
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Belief can make actual, that which is intuitively felt as being possible.  But of course, so many have believed in things not possible, which on the one hand devolves into superstition, and on the other, creates much folly.  Intuition combined with knowledge (say, of a scientific nature) and/or Gnosis doesn't require belief and is much more sound a practice.
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I was meditating on the word "divine" last night. I found it interesting how, all my life, I had overlooked the fact that it contained at its forefront the root di-. 
 

AMEN.

ROMMIAL

