I don't recall ever hearing about this before ... came across it in via a social bookmark site - very interesting.
http://www.cbc.ca/health/story/2000/07/20/speedlight000720.html
Scientists break speed of light
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CBC News 
Scientists have finally exceeded the speed of light, causing a light pulse to travel hundreds of times faster than normal. 
It raced so fast the pulse exited a specially-prepared chamber before it even finished entering it. 
The experiment is the first-ever evidence of faster-than-light motion. 

The result appears to be at odds with one of the basic principles of Albert Einstein's theory of relativity, that nothing can go faster than the speed of light in a vacuum, about 186,000 miles per second. 
However, Lijun Wang, one of the scientists from the NEC Research Institute in Princeton, N.J., says their findings are not at odds with Einstein. 
She says their experiment only disproves the general misconception that nothing can move faster than the speed of light. 
The scientific statement "nothing with mass can travel faster than the speed of light" is an entirely different belief, one that has yet to be proven wrong. The NEC experiment caused a pulse of light, a group of waves with no mass, to go faster than light. 

For the experiment, the researchers manipulated a vapour of laser-irradiated atoms that boost the speed of light waves causing a pulse that shoots through the vapour about 300 times faster than it would take the pulse to go the same distance in a vacuum. 

Light travels slower in any medium more dense than a vacuum, which has no density at all. For example, light travelling through glass slows to two-thirds its speed in a vacuum. If the glass is altered, the light can be slowed even further. 

The NEC team produced the opposite effect. Inside a chamber, they changed the state of a vapour in a way that light travelling through it would travel faster than normal. 

When the pulse of light travelled through the vapour, the pulse reconfigured as some component waves stretched and others compressed. As the waves approached the end of the chamber, they recombined, forming the original pulse. 

The key to the experiment was that the pulse reformed before it could have gotten there by simply travelling through empty space. This means that, when the waves of the light distorted, the pulse traveled forward in time. 

The NEC researchers published their results in this week's issue of the journal Nature. 
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I didn't know about this either...but it makes sense; remember, light has no mass.  This fits in well with what I've discovered in considering light to be from a 5th Dimension.  This light is also at the center of our DNA, called phosphorylation.  Quarks and Neutrinos also seem to pop in and out of this 5th Dimension...as well, all the Bosons, which are carriers of the sub-atomic particles (Fermions) are a part of this...with the Photon (a Boson) being one of them.
This 5th Dimension seems to lie outside the 4-dimensional Space/Time Continuum.  And it seems to house or to be the original source from which the known Universe was created.
I discuss this in my article: http://www.astronargon.us/Testing%20the%20Night%20of%20Pan.html
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