Hi All,
93
Kenneth Grant outlines his own unique set of 'strange drugs' in the Kalas of the Moon (cf. Liber Laiad in the GCL Breviary).  And I think most Thelemites get lost in the glamour of the sexual nature of the work.  But the laboratory is greater than the body and must include an intimate understanding of nature (Babalon) herself.  And so strange drugs must include the basic plant formularies of the Alchemical program introduced by Frater Albertus and other heirs to his program, such as John Reid and Mark Stavish.
Here's another mistake that I think too many Thelemites make, the imbibation of intense drugs such as alcohol, weed, cocaine and heroin for a glamorous high that serves nothing more than to titillate the lower ego.  Now, there's nothing wrong with these vices and they are a service to Hadit.  It's the veiling of these vices in virtuous words that becomes the problem...they should simply be recognized as vices and 'partying;' the right of kings.  Of course, becoming a slave to these vices is no service at all...but an addiction.
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93 PJ,
 

I have been thinking much on these issues lately. Mainly as a) I happen to have much freedom at the moment, and b) have considered the best approach to this. Whilst remembering to Do is better to Think, a vague plan of attack always helps!

 

So I tried the "marching powder" recently, after having not done in a very long time. The result was being in the age-old situation of spending the night with people and "strange girls" you hardly know talking rather a lot of rubbish! and of course inevitably "awhoring after strange purposes". So my conclusion was thus: if you haven't made certain advances on your Path, these "old" situations will re-occur - like a broken record. Nature will concur in your every wish - whether for ill or Will.

 

I could be partying constantly of course, but then where would the Work fit in? Besides, I've done rather a lot already, as most these days. This becomes more important the older you get of course, as the body - which has done sterling work of abuse in time gone by - takes much longer to recover (alas!). So a "(k)night on the tiles" is also at least another day gone recovering. I agree not enough honesty is used re. such "sacraments" in Thelemic circles - also such abuse can ruin good relationships, AND not so good Magickal Orders as I witnessed in my time in the Caliphate.

 

So the answer? I think simply: "business before pleasure". I set myself various tasks - simply the Next Step on my Path must be fulfilled before I am due some feasting. Like the Tao - sounds simple; but few follow it through; "they will not, for they know not how to Will". To follow this discipline leads to the Will therefore.

 

I agree call your "vices" by their name - this is most important to show Thelemites as above addictive i.e. habitual behaviour. AND - bad habits may be replaced by good ones i.e. conducive to the Will. I am fortunate (karma?) that I do not have an "addictive personality" - which merely means I choose when to get smashed! And personally I can't enjoy full debauchery unless I have done the Work of that day - whether that be my own disciplines or Work re. the Order. The end result?: I am back gigging as said, due to making time for it above "kicks". It is only the audience who think musos are smashed all the time - musos know that many of their musician friends get nothing done due to putting bullshit above their art. Keith Richards - as always - is the exception (this is a man who stayed awake for 9 days on speed - different trip). I do not wonder no Work was done at the Abbey of Thelema in Sicily (apart from Crowley) when you have plates of cocaine and heroin for the visitors!

 

Now - as you will find out when you're over! - I like a drink, but what do you expect from an Irishman?! Does it get in the way of the Work? - evidently no. Also as a magician I am naturally attracted to fiery drugs. But having done acid to a very pure death, the only "drug" that I consider interesting is mushrooms. As Runar can relate from Pat's visit, these have a rather interesting effect on me, and go much further than mere chemicals - Nature of course has the best drugs. And these are a Sacrament indeed - to be taken sparingly! And you're right that Thelemites should explore various plants, herbs, and women to see which sacraments inspire and fire their Will. Remember the Novice by definition is someone who has acquired No-Vice; AL insists we are to do so, but intelligently. Anyone can get smashed - not everyone gets inspired.

 

Apologies for the long email - but "from the fullness of the heart..."
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Rob.

Hi Rob,
93

A more than appropriate response.  Yes, when one puts one's Will forward (work before pleasure) one keeps one's focus no matter how far out when may go when partying.  This is really the theme of Crowley's novel: Diary of a Drug Fiend.  Since Will is action, work is the key to Will.  As I always say, don't worry about what people tell you.  Just watch their actions and then you'll understand their true intentions, as the feet don't lie.

Being half Irish me-self, I be known to drinks a wee bit.  And of course, in the right company, the 8 & 90 Rules of Art apply.  Drink for joy (Hadit) and pleasure (Nuit) and to celebrate (Ra-Hoor-Khuit); but never drink to drown one's sorrows (self-pity).  Of course, sometimes, a man's got to do what a man's got to do...and blowing off steam doesn't really hurt at all.
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I enjoyed the insights both of you have offered so far.  Knee jerk reactions are the real enemy, since they are the cause behind the delusions of the mass mind, advertising, propaganda, and emotional blackmail.  That is the slave masters are only so in appearance since they too are asleep, being mere raimen for un-balanced elemental forces.  
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
You touch on something very important.  The Christist conditioning still holds a great power over society.  Drugs release the Nephesch to its elemental plane by which is can explore a great many paradigms.  This would be naturally upsetting to the Christist that can only be concerned with a chaste morality as it eschews the world; setting up of course, an hypocrisy in that the denied paradigms of existence are also inherent in the psychological drives of the human being.  And so rather than sublimation, there is suppression, which of course is why we often enough find famous preachers on TV crying over their adulteries and more popularly, Roman priests preying on underage boys.
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Hi PJ, & 93,
 

As you say - or I do - always go by what someone has done in the past, and never what they say - particularly important for friends, who as one man said can be seen as "beautiful enemies" i.e. emmisaries of the gods, who bring blessings and curses, being initiation.

 

Half-Irish half-Italian - I suppose that means you fight with more style. Or maybe just a Guiness with your pizza..?! I am as Morrissey put it; "Irish Blood, English Heart". Which gets me into all sorts of trouble - but then trouble is the Mark of Ra-Hoor Khuit. We have to learn to abide by it.
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R.

lol...Hi Rob,
93

Yes, I can eat (Italian) and drink (Irish).

Of course, I've always found it funny when the Irishman, watching two people fight, says: "Is this a private fight or can anyone join in?"

:-)

Oh...and did you mention tomatoe pie?...mmmmm.
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Those irish remarks reminds me about a photoalbum I saw recently. UlsterLove day is something new, and it has already escalated into large street fights. You cannot have more fun, than what you make yourself.

Heres Dublin after loveulster day this year 13 march
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Runar
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