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HPB wrote a book called The Dangers of Occultism, wherein she specifically warns of cultic behavior.  But there is another reason, which should also show why the selective and some say, hyper-cautious nature of the A.'.A.'. is so important.  It isn't until the Grade of Zelator that one is warned they won't be able to undo their commitment to the path of Initiation.  The two preceding Grades, particularly first, the Probationer are conferred in an indiscriminate manner with a trust placed in the inherent ordeals that accompany these Grades to weed out those who may not have amassed enough spiritual fortitude to fully commit to the life-long and unending journey that would be placed before them.
 

Searching through some Theosophic literature, I came upon the following:
 

Terrible are the tests of an aspirant to chelaship, and severe have been the warnings to the over-eager. As KH wrote to A. P. Sinnett in 1881:
 

those who engage themselves in the occult sciences . . . "must either reach the goal or perish. Once fairly started on the way to the great Knowledge, to doubt is to risk insanity; to come to a dead stop is to fall; to recede is to tumble backward, headlong into an abyss." -- Mahatma Letters, Letter VIII, p. 31 
There are three results of initiation: (a) success; (b) failure which means death; and (c) partial failure which usually means madness (see Fundamentals of the Esoteric Philosophy, p. 292). It is for this reason that would-be chelas are repeatedly warned against undue rushing into occultism. Far safer to remain in the outer courts of the temple of wisdom as earnest and sincere aspirants for greater knowledge, as learners striving to practice the age-old rules of the Sanctuary: loyalty, duty, and selfless fidelity to the cause of humanity. If these are cherished and held to through the travail and heartache of human existence, the time will inevitably come when help will be forthcoming, and the aspirant will know that he has been "accepted." Until such time, wiser to live a noble life in the position karma has ordained.
 

We have seen more than several cases of partial failure in the very young Thelemic culture.  This has become so prevalent that the culture itself attracts the maladroit and maladjusted into its society.  We don't have to consider only those who allegedly have come to reach high grade and then failing in the Abyss.  Simply look for those who have started along the path and taken some grade of distinction, only then to abandon the work for career, family or some other overwhelming interest.
 

Unwise ardor for spiritual discipline, however, is not half so dangerous as personal desire for occult training merely for self-gain. It was the overweening rush for occult powers which laid the foundation for degeneration of the Mystery schools in the early centuries of our era. For hundreds of years the Mysteries had been slowly losing their sanctity; too many had been received into the preliminary degrees not by virtue of inner development, but for temporal reasons. The rites became perfunctory observances, and perception of interior worth diminished. Dogma, ritual, and priestcraft waxed, the spirit of truth and esotericism waned. The few -- all too few indeed -- who had remained faithful to their sacred pledge fled the precincts of the Mysteries which in later Roman times had become so degenerate as actually to repel from their chambers those whose hearts sought only the genuinely esoteric.
 

There are plenty of those who are attracted to Occultism for purely sensual reasons who are met with the well-known cautions presented in Liber Librae.  Those who come to the path for these reasons also fall to madness, long before any success would even become possible for them.  The source of wisdom has always withdrawn, which explains why in the materialistic West, spiritual lineages are un-enduring or temporal, especially in contrast to the East as described below:
 

The light was withdrawn, but so compassionately does the Brotherhood work that the truths have been preserved in symbol and stone, in allegory and mythos. As H. P. Blavatsky writes with respect to Egypt:
Her sacred Scribes and Hierophants became wanderers upon the face of the earth. Those who had remained in Egypt found themselves obliged for fear of a profanation of the sacred Mysteries to seek refuge in deserts and mountains, to form and establish secret societies and brotherhoods -- such as the Essenes; those who had crossed the oceans to India and even to the (now-called) New World, bound themselves by solemn oaths to keep silent, and to preserve secret their Sacred Knowledge and Science; thus these were buried deeper than ever out of human sight. In Central Asia and on the northern borderlands of India, the triumphant sword of Aristotle's pupil swept away from his path of conquest every vestige of a once pure Religion: and its Adepts receded further and further from that path into the most hidden spots of the globe. -- Blavatsky Collected Writings 14:294 
Thus periodically is accomplished the work of the Brothers of the Shadow, the destruction of the outposts of the Mysteries, while the core and heart, the Brotherhood of Light, remains intact. Never will the hand of darkness lay hold upon the heart of esotericism which beats as strongly today as it did some 18 million years ago, and will continue to pulsate in undiminished power till the death of our solar system -- and beyond. The light of truth is the light of the spiritual sun of our universe. As long as its rays gleam down into the world of earth, so long will the rays of spirit warm human hearts. In the stirring words of KH to A. O. Hume:
Fear not; . . . our knowledge will not pass away from the sight of man. It is the "gift of the gods" and the most precious relic of all. The keepers of the sacred Light did not safely cross so many ages but to find themselves wrecked on the rocks of modern scepticism. Our pilots are too experienced sailors to allow us [to] fear any such disaster. We will always find volunteers to replace the tired sentries, and the world, bad as it is in its present state of transitory period, can yet furnish us with a few men now and then. -- Mahatma Letters, Letter XXVIII, p. 215 
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Need to gt used to "reply to all" as opposed to "reply" LOL. Sorry PJ.

An excellent post PJ. I've been reading.. slowly... through
Blavatsky's Secret Doctrine and I think she presents some sane advice
on an insane (to the majority) way of life. The Black Lodge papers,
with some mild editing (LOL) can be a great guide to understanding
where these ordeals manifest and their true nature as the Animal soul
tries to keep us in the animal state that most of us continue to live
in. The issue of doubt is one I struggled with for years, not doubt
that magick worked, but doubt that I was on the right path. Certainty,
not faith, is what brings the rewards of the Great Work though, and
now I understand that on a deeply personal level.

93s,

Jason
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I'm glad you liked the article.
For more on evaluations of HPB's writings, you would really enjoy the 
archives of this egroup.
And actually, I mistated the title of the book in my original book, it's 
'Practical Occultism'.
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