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Today was just a wonderful day; a comment made by a professional associate of mine was the topper.  You see, today, I gave my third annual piano recital in this, my new home.  I came to the Capital District of NY as a complete stranger to everyone here, but the family of the man who hired me for a job I no longer have.  But in teaching the piano, I've met so many wonderful people and I've become affiliated with two other music stores; one of which, sponsored my recital today.
23 talented and not so talented students took to the stage and we all had a lot of fun.  But it's the talented ones that have been with me now, and some for almost all the time that I've lived here that I want to talk about.  They are moved by a passion for the piano and they work hard at it.  To me, this is the formula of Love under Will in action.  It's the passion for the piano that is the love; the support that drives the Will to practice and succeed.  And the recital brings the pride of success to full bloom.
AL I.61:  "But to love me is better than all things: if under the night-stars in the desert thou presently burnest mine incense before me, invoking me with a pure heart, and the Serpent flame therein, thou shalt come a little to lie in my bosom.  For one kiss wilt thou then be willing to give all; but whoso gives one particle of dust shall lose all in that hour.  Ye shall gather goods and store of women and spices; ye shall wear rich jewels; ye shall exceed the nations of the earth in splendour & pride; but always in the love of me, and so shall ye come to my joy.  I charge you earnestly to come before me in a single robe, and covered with a rich headdress.  I love you!  I yearn to you!  Pale or purple, veiled or voluptuous, I who am all pleasure and purple, and drunkenness of the innermost sense, desire you.  Put on the wings, and arouse the coiled splendour within you: come unto me!"
My associate at Clark said told me of how he enjoyed seeing the pride I took for my students, in my face as I MC'd the ceremony.  And I've come to see how teaching is the callling that I have in this life...my Will...while all day I was in my own mind, simply feeling the love I have for all my students as we've become a part of each other's lives and I've been so warmly welcomed into their homes and families.
Through my work, I've become part of this community; I'm beginning to see people I know in the market and at the mall.  And I see the larger wheels turning; how I'm bringing culture to people that would have so much less without me.  They're all discovering music, art and poetry because I've managed to present these things to them.  Often with enough of them, we talk of Picasso and Kerouac as much as we talk about the performance of music, Classical, Jazz and Blues in the cultural context that birthed these wonderful movements.  And most important, we talk about how the performance of music (as with the creation of any art) is about 'moving soul.'
The dead Christist religions provide fear in teaching about what they say will happen to the soul when we die.  This serves as nothing but a distraction; keeping those conditioned by this, from using their souls while allive.  It is in the here and  now that we must manifest our souls and bring them to a complete involvement in this life.  It is all we really have and all else, especially that conditioning, is but a slow death.
AL I.58:  "I give unimaginable joys on earth: certainty, not faith, while in life, upon death; peace unutterable, rest, ecstasy; nor do I demand aught in sacrifice."
We have only this moment and death is only an end if we are living.  But with the fear of these slave religions, death sits with fear and takes the life-force from us, like a vampire sucking our blood.
AL II.46:  "Dost thou fail?  Art thou sorry?  Is fear in thine heart?"
AL II.47:  "Where I am these are not."
"Where I am...." This is Hadit, the innermost voice in each of us.  These slave religions have robbed us of ourselves and it is ourselves that is the life-force in each of us.  Crowley said that when everyone is doing their Will, there will be peace and joy in the world.  That is because the force of love will have us proactively interacting with everyone in our communities as we each find our place.  It is the 'sense of place' that brings us to intimacy in our work and in our relationships, which brings wholesomeness and that connection with the ends of our work (which is again, Will).
And so today...what a wonderful day.
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