Hi All,

93

 

I have uploaded a new essay to my A.’.A.’. page. It is still in need of some proofreading, so any comments or feedback you have would be great. 

 

http://www.thelemicgnosticism.org/aa/Thelemic%20Priming.htm
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Paul David Thomas

Hi Paul,
93
Thanks for this excellent article.  You are doing just what the Zelator should begin to do...show the fruit of one's Magickal success...produce work...the product of one's Genius.  There's a few typos, a note you left for yourself....minor things that you've yet to work on.  Also, the page needs a link back to the rest of the site.  And the links on the homepage of the site don't work.
93/93
pj
93
Am still reading, and finds this interesting. Yes psychoanalysis is the work of the knife and truly deserves much more attention as theory. Also this comparative treatise should be interesting in psychology as those things which is included as Crowleys offer to the beginner implies conditions and ideals very usable in psychology, namely perfection of man, the so often used expression self-realisation, so often used that its nearly an outworn and empty term. I see here a beginning to lots of extended work.
I have to run, going to wedding tonight, and have to find something to wear.
Btw another photopage, from a concert saturday, (my kind of boyband  : ) 
http://home.no.net/karl24/foto/w.htm
93 93
Runar

Hi Runar & Paul,
93
The salient point in Thelemic Priming is the symbols themselves and how they prepare us for the first mystical experience that takes us outside ourselves (our petty selves or lower egos); the Knowledge & Conversation of the Holy Guardian Angel.  The symbols in Thelema present an understanding of the cosmos, both micro and macro to provide an ordering of the mind by which we can springboard into this transcendent experience.  The practice of invocation then becomes the tool for this leap, up to the ultimate invocation, Liber 8.
Psychology would call this transference, which itself is a term of dual nature within the discipline.  On the lower and more traditional or Freudian/Reichian level, transference means the patient turns his neurosis away from the psychological fixation on the parents to a fixation on the therapist as a surrogate parent.  The therapist can then let the patient vent and can minister to the patients emotional needs.  For Jung, he decided the therapist was unsuited for such a work as the therapist has his or her own neurosis to deal with.  Of course, theoretically, the therapist should have been cured of this through his or her own psychotherapy.  But in reality, such cures are rare.  Rather, Jung sought an integration of subject (neurosis) and object (parents).  He then took this a step further in contemplating the idea of the parent as God, bringing the much eschewed religio-spiritual matrix into psychological science.
This remains controversial, and as I've learned from Paul T's experience, it seems there's even a cadre of Jungian therapists that misunderstand Jung's Hermetic concept of an ineffable God and bring in traditional theistic conceptions into their work.  Thelema uses the H.G.A. for this part of the work.  And it is essential to point out that there must come a point where one truly reaches outside oneself.  One has to find that hole in the Universe as Runar so aptly describes it.
In my experience, both personal and what I have observed in others, there comes a point of psychic rebellion.  It's induced by a fear; we want to return to toying with old sweetnesses (as AL puts it)...return to our undisciplined indulgences.  We seek to turn back in on ourselves; at a lower level, the Probationer or Neophyte comes to reject the priming, the taking on of the symbols.  He or she remains fixed in these sweetnesses.  
The Zelator is presented with a more difficult situation, and it's a choice that arises from a knowledge that is only partially installed...a priming that is barely engaged.  This is said to be the Ordeal of Choronzon.  There's just enough Knowledge (Da'ath) to deduce a nihilistic futility (this is an intellectual dialogue with the demon of the Abyss) and enough energy invested in the priming process to ignite a zeal (this is an emotional current that Choronzon can draw energy from).  Entry into the Veil of Qesheth can send a lot of images swirling from both these matrixes.
The priming, the immersion into the symbols and the synergetic connection with Our Order, through the medium of one's teacher can serve as anchors.  But only because one maintains a focus on one's central task and the primed desire...Knowledge & Conversation of Thine Holy Guardian Angel.  If this is strong one will survive even a temporary survey of those old sweetnesses.  Star Wars even represents this part of the process when Luke temporarily abandons his tutelage with Yoda to save his friends...his sweetnesses.  But he has locked his Aspiration on Obi-wan as the object of his transference, and Obi-wan stays with him.
Luke never loses his identity as a Jedi, which serve the same function as in our system one primes oneself by being A.'.A.'.  Soon, Luke returns and finishes his training...a preparation for the greater ordeals that I hope will be described in the three unproduced films.
Like the Zelator, the Practicus is as yet, looking at an off-center pole on the Tree-of-Life, there still may be some vestiges of this ordeal before him or her.  But it seems to me that then finally, the Philosophus begins to fix (or fixate) him or herself on the goal.  When that is successfully accomplished, it is the work of the Dominus Liminis to make this leap that all else has been a preparation for.
93/93
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Hi All,
93
The teachings so well expounded upon by Paul T. in his article, also suggest another error...the error of focusing on one's petty self as the Chaos Magicians do.  Their propaganda sounds very liberal/liberating on the surface...free oneself from the constraints of someone else's symbol system.  But one becomes enslaved in the lower ego, constantly working to gratify its petty appetites.  And of course, one veils these vices in virtuous words; calling such acts 'Magick.'
93/93
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Hi All,
93
Of course, looking outside oneself, this comes with the initial instruction given to the Probationer...perform an adoration unto Nuit.
93/93
pj
Hi PJ, Runar & All,

93

 

I like your thinking PJ. The way I see it, the occult symbols_ the key idea description is Thelemic symbols- are dual in nature. First, the symbols exist outside of our consciousness. We see it in a book, we are shown the symbol- we then use it in practical work, contemplate it and meditate upon it. Second, the symbols exist with our minds -for the obvious reason that all impressions exist in the mind- but more so as we have dreams, visions, or later recollection of the symbols that were once ‘outside’ – we internalize the symbols, making them a part of our khu – our soul and biology. The work of the Zelator, in one aspect, is the defining of the symbols operationally. Formulating how they are to be used in the developing reality construct (Path of Shin). This foments the Zeal as we discover our inner self and its creative power (Path of Resh). We then take the responsibility for our own initiation- discovering its nature. This is the path of Tzaddi. PJ states it perfectly: “The symbols in Thelema present an understanding of the cosmos, both micro and macro to provide an ordering of the mind by which we can springboard into this transcendent experience.” I will only add that the symbols represent objective energies in the universe, and inherent in each star. The subjective realization of this sets up the transcendent experience also. And as I mentioned above, each initiate is ultimately responsible for themselves, fulfilling their potentials in their moment of infinity. 

 

(If anyone watched the lifetime achievement presentation to George Lucas – I thought it was a great tribute. Very funny, but Ford and Fisher looked a bit out of it.)

 

93/93

Paul David Thomas

Hi PJ,

93

 

Makes a lot of sense that this is the first instruction given to the Probationer. The first thing to learn is that the universe does exist outside of oneself. Yet it also informs us that every impression received becomes a part of us. I think Crowley wrote that he even considered other Stars a part of his Khu. 

 

93/93

Paul David Thomas

Dude-

That’s a good essay, as I am not conversant with the A.A. or its work, I found the essay a good- no pun intended- primer on the subject. That stuff is really deep! Some question’s why do you place the plant and animal in the same kingdom? Why is spiritual considered a separate kingdom instead of infusing or being the basis of mineral, plant, animal?

Intentional priming using esoteric and universal symbols will, if given proper attention and study, gradually manipulate the consciousness towards higher aspirations. I use the word "higher" here to indicate the alchemic principal of the three kingdoms. Mineral, Plant/Animal, and Spiritual and the fact that initiation must take place on these three planes (Physical, Mental/Soul, Spiritual).

 

JHR3

Ora, Lege, et Labora

Hi Paul,
93
It seems strange that Crowley would've said something like this...can you tell me where he might have said this?
93/93
pj
Hi John,

93

Thanks for the feedback. I'm still just beginning my study of alchemy, so I don't claim to be an expert (or even adequately 

versed in the subject.) I lump the animal and plant kindgoms together due to their similarity in structure. To me,

it seems that they are similar in physiology and their state of being alive. Mineral seem more dense,

more difficult to perceive their 'life'. As my experience with the principals of alchemy grow, I will be in a better

position to edit the essay to reflect that. But right now, my intention was to establish the three kingdoms

as distinctly difference states of being, or vibratory levels. Another way I look at it is that the Spiritual level

is not different and separate from the other two; rather, they are all one reality varying only in frequency 

and wave length. The energy is the same energy. Also, I wished to associate the idea with the three triads on 

the tree of life. Without a doubt, your insights would be invaluable to my personal work and the essay. 

93/93

Regards,

Paul David Thomas

Hi John & Paul,
93
It would seem to me that there's two separate sets of kingdoms.  There's the three forms of life; mineral, plant and animal (including humans).  And there's the planes that these three can exist on; physical, mental and spiritual.  But I would be careful with the three forms of life.  I don't espouse the Buddhist perspective that all life is equivalent.  In other words, minerals, plants and animals (not including humans) are incomplete microcosms, with humans being the only complete beings.
Of course, the great lesson learned in a study of Alchemy is that all life forms have their evolutionary course.  For the mineral kingdom, gold is held to be the supernal end of the line.  Though John, I wonder, does the Alchemist teach an end in the plant and animal kingdoms?  Of course, the human may be that end in the animal kingdom.
93/93
pj
AL I,9: "Worship then the Khabs, and behold my light shed over you!" 

The Old Comment 9. That Khabs is declared to be the light of Nu. It being worshipped in the centre, the light 

also fills the circumference, so that all is light. 

 

The New Comment 

We are to pay attention to this Inmost Light; then comes the answering Light of Infinite Space. Note that the 

Light of Space is what men call Darkness; its nature is utterly incomprehensible to our uninitiated minds. 

It is the 'veils' mentioned previously in this comment that obstruct the relation between Nuit and Hadit. 

We are not to worship the Khu, to fall in love with our Magical Image. To do this -- we have all done it -- 

is to forget our Truth. If we adore Form, it becomes opaque to Being, and may soon prove false to itself. 

The Khu in each of us includes the Cosmos as he knows it. To me, even another Khabs is only part of my Khu. 

Our own Khabs is our one sole Truth.

Hi Paul,
93
This is most curious...Crowley comes dangerously close to a solipsistic presentation.  It seems he only escapes this by stating that we shouldn't worship the Khu...we shouldn't place too much credence in the limitations of the perspective of each, our individual coordinates in the Universe.
93/93
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Hi PJ,

93

Yes, he avoids the solipsistic viewpoint by stating the Khabs is the sole truth, and the the Khu and its forms are 

mere conventions of the spirit to experience existence. Even though another Star is part of one individual's Khu, 

it doesn't at all contradict the notion that we are all Stars - different points of view is all. Just as the 'apparent'  luminosity

of a star, or the psychic projections we all go through do not detract from the objective existence of these things. A child at a

young age will assume that objects vanish from existence when they are taken out of view, or when the child goes to sleep.

We of course learn that things exist even when, and despite, our not focusing on them, or not acknowledging their 

existence. 

93/93

It's interesting to find ya'll spinning on about the Khabs and the Khu... I had a revelatory idea the other day, which I was about to start a new thread to share, but this seems an appropriate place to interject, so here goes:
 

replace Kh with Q, as in Qoph. Suppose the S in Khabs to be a Shin. QV = 106 = 53 x 2 = NVN. QABSh = 403 = 13 x 31. Then, looking at the Tree, and supposing 0 as representative of N.O.X., as pj mentioned in the 8 and 90 thread, we see 106 as the influence of the Divine, KThR, through the abyss, upon Man, in ThPARTh. And then 403 as the fabled leap across the abyss, with the 0 representing the Babe in the Egg. 

 

The correspondances stung me like Lightnings of Bliss from there, but I cannot as yet formulate in terms of expression just what the import of it all might be. I am just not quite that developed. I feel like a lot of the Work I am doing has sort of a delayed reaction synthesis...

 

AMEN.

ROMMIAL 

Hi Charles,
93
 

replace Kh with Q, as in Qoph. Suppose the S in Khabs to be a Shin.  
Khabs in our EQ is 713 or 11; the number of Magick.  Transliterating this into Hebrew, I'm not sure I'd make your choices; would probably prefer Kaph for the K and Heh for the H.  I'd then use Aleph for the A and Samekh for the S.  Shin is usually used to indicate the 'sh' sound in English.  We would then get 66, which is 6 * 11.  And its even interesting to consider the symbols of the letters in light of our EQ:
K - Strike or Knock Out (as in KO) 
H – Breath, Ladder 
A - One, Excellence, First, Beginning, Most Important, Initiation, Scarlet Letter, Anti-oxidents (such as Beta Carotene), Answer 
B - Alternative, Drill (as in spelling ‘Bee’; which is the letter ‘B’ in its full spelling; or even fire 
      drill--practice.), vitamins for the brain, to ‘be’ or exist, a bumble bee. 
S - Curve or double U-turn, ($) Currency; snake with corresponding symbolism; Superman (hence the 
     ‘Overman of Nietzche).   
===
The Khabs then is the central point of our existence that we are completely unconscious of...or is the place that the lower ego cannot be conscious of...the "knock out."  It is the energy carried by the Prana (breath) and sits atop the hierarchy of our being.  It is the "one" singular point of our existing "be or exist" and its realization is the key to our evolution; the key to our becoming the "Overman." 
 
QV = 106 = 53 x 2 = NVN. QABSh = 403 = 13 x 31. 
As the Khabs cannot be transformed, it is the Khu that then must be...Nun seems quite appropriate as an appellation.  The Khabs by your rendering shows the Key to AL being multiplied by its ThRShRQ, which is also the number of the Death Atu.  
Khu in our EQ is 431 or 8.  This is very interesting when we consider the Veil of Qesheth.  Cf. http://www.amhr.org/aa/Veil%20of%20Qesheth.html, where I discuss the veil in terms of the 8th Sephirah.  Even here, in terms of the symbols, we have something interesting:
K - Strike or Knock Out (as in KO) 
H – Breath, Ladder 
U - Reverse Direction (U-turn); Not-I, Pictorial representation of the open womb.   
===
The Khu as the garment or shroud of the Khabs still sits at the center of our being, but surrounds or envelops the Khabs as would a womb.  But we can explore a lower level of unconsciousness or the subconscious strata called the astral world, also affected by the Prana.    
 

Then, looking at the Tree, and supposing 0 as representative of N.O.X., as pj mentioned in the 8 and 90 thread, we see 106 as the influence of the Divine, KThR, through the abyss, upon Man, in ThPARTh. And then 403 as the fabled leap across the abyss, with the 0 representing the Babe in the Egg.  
It is interesting that both 106 and 403 reduce to 7.  The original 7 sacred planets comprise Da'ath through Yesod. 

 

The correspondances stung me like Lightnings of Bliss from there, but I cannot as yet formulate in terms of expression just what the import of it all might be. I am just not quite that developed. I feel like a lot of the Work I am doing has sort of a delayed reaction synthesis... 
I hope some of this spurs you forward...
:-)
93/93
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I've done some of the transvaluations you speak of, and found therein also many things of interest. But what I found interesting was that Crowley did not count the h in Khu, which thereby made his transvaluation of RA-HVVR-KV-IT = 463, which is the sum of the three paths of the Middle Pillar, G, S, Th. Of course, RA-HVVR = 418. RA-HVVR-KU = 444, the sanctuary. Then whence one finds IT, they have found balance: 0 = 2, or Unity: 4 + 6 + 3 = 13. What I found interesting about the Qoph transvaluations was the idea of Qoph as representative of the womb. 
 

AMEN.

ROMMIAL  

Hi Charles,
93
To take this a bit further, it is interesting that Qoph is the 'back of the head.'  Consider the SSS portion of Liber HHH, where the skull is considered the Yoni; formulation by extrapolation, a womb.
93/93
pj
Paul & Paul
It would seem to me that there's two separate sets of kingdoms.  There's the three forms of life; mineral, plant and animal (including humans).  And there's the planes that these three can exist on; physical, mental and spiritual.  But I would be careful with the three forms of life.  I don't espouse the Buddhist perspective that all life is equivalent.  In other words, minerals, plants and animals (not including humans) are incomplete microcosms, with humans being the only complete beings.
 

Paul I would exclude minerals from the incomplete list in that the mineral kingdom is the only one in which one of its subjects readily presents the state of perfection. In the alchemical cosmology minerals have been around the longest and actually completed its expression. Perfect expressions of crystalline patterns though rare are found. Nature has fully expressed itself in these forms, in a cold abstract mathematical way. The mineral kingdom is actually the example that shows nature's work complete -in those few rare perfect subjects and of course gold- and that work of completion should be able to be extended to the other two kingdoms.

Of course, the great lesson learned in a study of Alchemy is that all life forms have their evolutionary course.  For the mineral kingdom, gold is held to be the supernal end of the line.  Though John, I wonder, does the Alchemist teach an end in the plant and animal kingdoms?  Of course, the human may be that end in the animal kingdom.
 

Only through the application of Art can we achieve in the plant and animal kingdom what the mineral kingdom has born witness to. 

 

JHR3

Ora, Lege et, Labora

Hi John,
93
Wow!  I had not thought of it in the manner you present.  To consider man behind the mineral world creates a whole new view...talk about knocking racial pride on it's ass...er...my ass!!!  lol
And I can see a cycle; if we consider the mineral kingdom as the oldest and most advanced, it starts the cycle all over again, yielding plants and micro-organisms...or micro-organisms that yield plants and animals.  The crystallization of the soul connects sky to Earth.  This is all a bit fuzzy yet in my mind...but you've certainly struck a nerve.
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Hi John,
93
Wow!  I had not thought of it in the manner you present.  To consider man behind the mineral world creates a whole new view...talk about knocking racial pride on it's ass...er...my ass!!!  lol
And I can see a cycle; if we consider the mineral kingdom as the oldest and most advanced, it starts the cycle all over again, yielding plants and micro-organisms...or micro-organisms that yield plants and animals.  
 

Well I believe cynobacteria are considered one of the oldest forms of life and indeed have a mitochondria connection http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/bacteria/cyanointro.html these bacteria actually eat minerals and helped create our oxygenated atmosphere.

The crystallization of the soul connects sky to Earth.  This is all a bit fuzzy yet in my mind...but you've certainly struck a nerve.
 

Remember the reason for your crystallization work with your salts you are placing a force into the salts in essence reprogramming the frequency of the salts crystalline matrix. Since the work we do also has a physical corollary on ourselves as pointed out in what I'll call the Primer, creation of new nerve pathways, brain structures, changes in the blood etc. minerals are the medium through which this occurs. None of these processes can happen with out the transmission of electrical energy in the body, and the minerals are the means for this to happen. They facilitate the process and in a sense whisper to us the promise they have achieved.

 

JHR3

Ora, Lege, et Labora

-----Original Message-----
From: Spagyria [mailto:spagyria@spagyria.com]
Paul & Paul
It would seem to me that there's two separate sets of kingdoms.  There's the three forms of life; mineral, plant and animal (including humans).  And there's the planes that these three can exist on; physical, mental and spiritual.  But I would be careful with the three forms of life.  I don't espouse the Buddhist perspective that all life is equivalent.  In other words, minerals, plants and animals (not including humans) are incomplete microcosms, with humans being the only complete beings.
 

Paul I would exclude minerals from the incomplete list in that the mineral kingdom is the only one in which one of its subjects readily presents the state of perfection. In the alchemical cosmology minerals have been around the longest and actually completed its expression. Perfect expressions of crystalline patterns though rare are found. Nature has fully expressed itself in these forms, in a cold abstract mathematical way. The mineral kingdom is actually the example that shows nature's work complete -in those few rare perfect subjects and of course gold- and that work of completion should be able to be extended to the other two kingdoms.

Of course, the great lesson learned in a study of Alchemy is that all life forms have their evolutionary course.  For the mineral kingdom, gold is held to be the supernal end of the line.  Though John, I wonder, does the Alchemist teach an end in the plant and animal kingdoms?  Of course, the human may be that end in the animal kingdom.
 

Only through the application of Art can we achieve in the plant and animal kingdom what the mineral kingdom has born witness to. 

 

JHR3

Ora, Lege et, Labora

Hi John,
93
Well I believe cynobacteria are considered one of the oldest forms of life and indeed have a mitochondria connection http://www.ucmp.berkeley.edu/bacteria/cyanointro.html these bacteria actually eat minerals and helped create our oxygenated atmosphere. 
 

Thanks for this...I appreciate more detail on this as I've so much to learn on biology.  For the sake of the group, I have already begun an investigation into this.  It's covered in:
http://amhr.org/Liber%20Immortalitas.doc
http://amhr.org/Liber%20LH.doc
 
Remember the reason for your crystallization work with your salts you are placing a force into the salts in essence reprogramming the frequency of the salts crystalline matrix. Since the work we do also has a physical corollary on ourselves as pointed out in what I'll call the Primer, creation of new nerve pathways, brain structures, changes in the blood etc. minerals are the medium through which this occurs. None of these processes can happen with out the transmission of electrical energy in the body, and the minerals are the means for this to happen. They facilitate the process and in a sense whisper to us the promise they have achieved. 
 

Yes, this is brilliant.  The body itself is composed of salt and electricity.
93/93
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Hi All,
93

This is where a more sophistocated form of the vampire can grow in a more dangerous form.  In this instance the lower ego grows and becomes magickally empowered; the real self (starry self) is forgotten or worse taken to be this magickally empowered lower self.  Unfortunately in this case the very element of human suffering (the petty ego over amplified) begins to run the show, we become experts at gratifying our unending urges, yet there is no fullfillment.  This could snow ball into a suicidal course where all manner of priciples are thrown out the window.  Thus the person simply has wishes that cancel eachother out, nothing is accomplished.  Such individual can become quite distructive on this path because their minds become so 'opened' that rape and murder are easily considered since the lower desires have been taken as the measure of all things.  These people are ofter those 'christians gone bad' or the so called 'satanists'.

93/93

 

Ryan

Hi Ryan,

93

 

I think you describe well the nature of the Ordeals. Perhaps what might be at work here, and in the references you give, is the Nephesch. No longer is it just a vampiric energy, it has assumed control of the psyche/soul against one’s better judgment. The Nephesch operates with the base chakras, and makes up a considerable portion of Yesod. Physiologically, it corresponds with the brainstem, including the cerebellum. This actually could lead to psychosis in advances stages if the aspirant fails in the Ordeal, or the thought-patterns are reinforced and the subject does not learn the relative importance and origin of the impressions, particularly those that cause self-destructive behavior. I view the base ego as centered in Yesod, with both the Nephesch and the lower Ruach composing it. I think that essentially, it is that ‘opposing’ ego or ‘foe’  (and directly observed via the ordeals) that we must combine with, bringing the starry nature into the relationship. The hero myths are fascinating in this regard. Also I find interesting how occult physiology can be compared to physical physiology, particularly when learning of the various aspects of the central nervous system including the brain/stem and automatic systems. 
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Paul David Thomas 

Hi Paul,
93

 

Yes, that it is a useful point, the deceptions of the lower ego are no-longer the vampire, since they occur within, where the vampire is projected without. Though I have often wondered if the vampire is a psychic externalization of some of the more qliphotic manifestations of the lower ego. Either way the lower ego is definately experienced within, were the vampire does 'appear' and feel external.  

 

So far some of my experiences of the lower ego involve a part of oneself that can never really be satisfied with anything and is always sabatoging one willed end in the futile hope of finding greener grass on the other side of the fence.  I believe when left unchecked this part of the self can develope, depression, mania, psychosis, and criminal types of behaviour.  It also wants to be numbed with insatiable debuachery at times.  Much like that depicted in the 7 of cups. I do see the connection with yesod and feel that it has an important job to do in regard to the sphere of sensation.  I believe it is something that must be maintained through continued integration of its energy in intelligently directed channels.  i.e. the aspiration, art etc.  
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,

93

 

Following is an excerpt from Temple of Solomon the King; I think it relates to this discussion quite well. The passage also leads into (and stems from) a discussion on astral travel, which you might find interesting. Here is the link as well:

 

http://www.thelemicgnosticism.org/studentcollege/Section%20One/Equinox/Equinox%20I%20(02).pdf
 

 

“This then is the task undertaken by the Adeptus Minor:

To expel from the Sephiroth of the Nephesch the usurpation of the Evil Sephiroth.

To equally balance the action of the Sephiroth of the Ruach and those of the

Nephesch.

To prevent the Lower Will and Human Consciousness from falling into and

usurping the place of the Automatic Consciousness.

To render the King of the Body (the Lower Will) obedient and anxious to execute

the commands of the Higher Will; so that he be neither a usurper of the faculties of

the Higher, nor a Sensual Despot, but an initiated ruler and an anointed King, the

Vice-Roy and representative of the Higher Will (because inspired thereby in his

Kingdom which is the Man).

Then shall it happen that the Higher Will, i.e., the Lower Genius, shall descend

into the Royal Habitation, so that the Higher Will and the Lower Will shall be as one,

and the Higher Genius shall descend into the Kether of the Man, bringing with him

the tremendous illumination of his Angelic Nature; and the man shall become what

was said of Enoch: .And Chanokh made himself to walk for ever close with the

essence of the Elohim, and he existed not apart, seeing that the Elohim took

possession of his being..

. . . . . . .

This is also a great mystery which the Adeptus Minor must know:

How the Spiritual Consciousness can act around and beyond the Sphere of

Sensation.

.Thought. is a mighty force when projected with all the strength of the Lower Will,

under the Guidance of the Reasoning Faculty, and illuminated by the Higher Will.

Therefore, it is, that in thine occult working thou art advised to invoke the Divine

and Angelic Names, so that thy Lower Will may willingly receive the influx of the

Higher Will, which is also the Lower Genius, behind which are all potent forces.

This, therefore, is the magical manner of operation of the initiate, when .Skrying

in the Spirit Vision..

He knowing thoroughly through his Arcane Wisdom the disposition and correspondences

of the Force of the Microcosmus, selecting not any, but a certain symbol and that

balanced with its correlatives, then sendeth he, as before said, a Thought-Ray from his

Spiritual Consciousness, illuminated by his Higher Will, directly unto the part of his

Sphere of Sensation or M. M. of the U.* which is consonant with the symbol employed.

There, as in a mirror, doth he perceive its properties as reflected from the Macrocosmus

shining forth into the Infinite Abyss of the Heavens; thence can he follow the Ray of

Reflection therefrom, and while concentrating his united consciousness at that point of his

Sphere of Sensation, can receive the Direct reflection of the Ray from the Macrocosmus.

But if instead of concentrating at that actual point of the Sphere of Sensation, and

thus receiving the Direct Ray, as then reflected into his thought, and uniting himself

with the Ray of his thought, so as to make one continuous ray from the corresponding

point of the Macrocosmus unto the centre of his consciousness: if instead of this he

shall retain the thought-ray only touching the Sphere of Sensation at that point, he

shall, it is true, perceive the reflection of the Macrocosmic ray, answering to that

symbol in the Sphere of his consciousness; but he shall receive this reflection,

tinctured much by his own nature; and therefore to an extent untrue. Because his

united consciousnesses have not been able to focus along the thought-ray at the

circumference of the Sphere of Sensation or M. M. of the U. And this is the reason

why there are so many and multifarious errors in untrained Spirit Visions: for the

untrained Skryer (i.e., Seer).even supposing him free from the delusions of

Obsession,* doth not know or understand how to unite his consciousness: still less

what are the correspondences and harmonies between his Sphere of Sensation and

the Universe.the Macrocosmus. . . .”
 

 

93/93

Paul David Thomas

Hi Ryan,
93
You've made two brilliant points...the Christists gone bad as Satanists is one.  To add to this, these Christist show themselves as slaves; first to their desires, but then to the god that they pray to in order to satisfy their desires.  The other is even more profound, like the Religious Right, they take their desires to be the measure of all things and condemn those that don't have the same desires; they become intolerant.
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Hi Paul,
93
Yes, the Zelator is the one to begin to work directly with the lower ego.  In his or her Zeal, the ego is brought to focus on the higher Aspiration completely.  And so as the Zelator sits in Yesod, exposed to the Astral Triad, ultimately, the Veil of Qesheth is pierced and one becomes what is referred to as a "Full Zelator."
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Hi Ryan and Paul,
93
If you're going to equate the Vampire with the Nephesch, then you make a correct assumption in that the Vampire is projected 'without.'  However, I feel that the Ordeal of the Nephesch as coming "in the form of a woman," per Crowley's instructions, indicates this projection more than it is a gender indication.  As a projection, the outside world is at fault for one's problems and there is no self-responsibility.  This is part of the Sorrow of the Great Mother that the Neophyte endures.  The Vampire is for the Probationer, it comes in the form of something that you love.  Do you love to whine?  Do you love to feel awful, useless, stupid?  What are your self-defeating, energy draining traits that you unconsciously give yourself wholly over to?  The Vampire definitely dwells within...within your psyche...hidden in a dark corner; desperately hiding from the light.
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93
 

Very well said, Paul.  Now how do we change these thinking patterns?
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Carl

Hi Carl,
93
The first thing is to bring the Vampire into the light; begin to regularly see this thinking process, such indulgences.  Then, it is an act of volition; when you see yourself in the midst of one of these processes, refocus on your Aspiration.  This will take some practice; but practice makes perfect.  I know someone that has mantras posted up throughout his house to help him keep focus as he works through this ordeal.  Which master would one serve?  The obsession/Vampire? ...or... the Aspiration?
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Hi Paul,
93

Thankyou for this peice, its beautifully written and offers inspiration and insight into my current work.  

 

Question: I have always wondered about the concept of the Macrocosm.  The idea implies an objective reality that is independent of the five senses.  now we know it exists within the microcosm by the formula abrahadabra.  Early Buddhists and writers such as David Hume note that logically there is no way of knowing for certain if there is a reality independent from sense perceptions.  I think they are half right: true we cannot be fully certain (at least logickally) of a reality existing apart from the sense perceptions, yet the sense perceptions themselves are real, in so far as they are consistently experienced this implies a possible origin or innate substantial being of somesort.  Here the idea of the macrocosm may philosophically get a foot into the conceptual door. I suspect that the macrocosm in both perspectives is there, but it is nothing, with twinkles.  That is our perceptual experiences emannate from a compressed monadic point (fool, hadit) that is transitioning from limitless nothing within and prejecting a microsmic concave with out upon which finite perceptions, along with a finte sense of consciousness can be experienced. 

 

This is what I am currently working on regards this question.  Any insight on this issue would be much appreciated.  
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
I can reply immediately to one point:  Thomas Nagel, a philosopher at NYU wrote a book called, The View from Nowhere.  Therein, he indicates that we can obtain objective knowledge, independent of the senses.  He uses a deductive logic that gets around the limitations of the mind.  I think it is a very worthwhile read.
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Hi Ryan,

93

 

That’s a great question, and one that doesn’t give in easily to any attempt at explanation. And while I will not claim to be able to afford you a detailed explanation, I will offer my opinions on the topic. Firstly, I do not think that the idea of a macrocosm necessarily implies an objective reality. The macrocosm itself is an idea used to equate the nature and powers of man with the nature and powers of the solar system. This symbolic representation does not directly suggest the idea of objective vs. subjective reality, independent of the senses. Of course, is logically follows the macro/microcosm idea to ask if the macrocosm exists regardless of our perception of it. If we discover that the ‘larger universe’ is completely different than we had previously theorized, would this necessarily change our understanding of our own nature? You say: .  now we know it exists within the microcosm by the formula abrahadabra. I am not certain what you mean here? The way I understand it, the microcosm and the macrocosm are essentially identical, save for the fact that one is on a different scale than the other. ABRAHADABRA demonstrates the point as the center of the field of experience. This occurs in all forms of science. The point of reference is always regarded as the center, as a matter of convenience and an inherent tendency. In the macrocosm, Nuit and Had are the field of experience and the point of reference; in the microcosm, it could be said, that Babalon and Therion are those ideas- absolute/relative existence. You could study this idea within the context of Liber Reguli as well. Back to the point, objective reality: One could say that it doesn’t matter if such a reality exists or not, as one would surely gain the understanding of such ideas through initiation. Yet, the intuition is mode of perception that is independent of the five senses, in fact, in the Jungian model, it is directly opposed to sense impressions. This is something like the 6th sense, but it does not prove the existence of objective reality. 

 

I haven’t read “A View from Nowhere”, but I have read an introductory logic book by Nagel, and I find he is a great logician and philosopher. 
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Paul David Thomas

Hi PJ,
93

Thankyou for the recommendation.  I read some photocopied outlines of Nagels "View From Nowhere" five years ago in ethic's class.  I should read the whole book for a deeper interpretation, but I do remember the beautiful and convincing logic.  Despite this I remember two proplems, his arguement was mostly logical and equated almost a word game like Zeno's paradox used to demonstrate the fallacy of pure logic.  Also (If I remember correctly) Nagel seemed to be dealing more with the senses in the way that Russel did.  That is he seemed to point out that there are things out there that are percieved consistently, i.e. this e-mail.  Whether or not I know about it people will still percieve it consistently.  This does demonstrate objective knowledge, but this is still contingint upon group perceptions. That is it may be independent of the individuals perceptions, but not the collective perceptions.  Thus, this would not prove an absolute reality indepentent of perceptions, just objective perceptions existing beyond the subjectivity of the individual.  

 

When I have my website up I will post an article on Buddhism that deals with this, In the early Buddhist context the mind Citta was also considered a sixth sense that was equally contingent and transitory.  Completely dependent on the percieved phenomenon, consciousness, and the other sense organs.  

 

I should read the whole book, though, maybe he goes further into the subject than the extract that I was shown in schoole. 
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
You make some excellent points.  Of course, at the risk of playing with semantics, subjectivity requires objectivity; two sides of the same coin--consciousness.  All is consciousness; we then come back to the basic Thelemic assertion, there is I and not-I.  But I don't think Nagel was playing word games, though he was using a deductive logic.  So perhaps at some point, you should read the whole book.  It's been a while now for me, so I don't think I could relate his points coherently.  I've attached a document comparing Sri Aurobindo's cosmology with physics that might create a little more insight on this.
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Hi Paul,
93

 

Yes this is a good point, which hits the irony of the situation straight on.

 

When refereing to abrahadabra, I was specifically remembering the analysis in the first part of 777 where A.C. gives an essay on number.  the pentagram(s) are the five a's surounding the six other letters, which I always understood to be the macrocosm, experienced as that which is within every microcosm.  The center (had) that is everywhere.  

 

In my essay on Buddhism and Consciousness, which will be posted soon on the web, It is also shown that the mind is a contingent sense faculty.  The early Buddhists as shown in this essay (as does Hume) refuse to claim the existence of a reality occuring outside of the phenomenon percieved by the mind and the senses.  They also refuse to deny the existence of this reality and in this way take a stance similar to the one that you express. This I generally agree with; however I think I can develope a slightly different approach based on a thelemic revision of Leibniz's monadolagy. 
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
Would you briefly delineate Liebniz's monadology?
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Leibniz was trying to create a synthesis between old and the new, and as such you should check out his sources who dealt more intense on these themes. In particular Aristoteles, but atomism is of course the original monadology.
I am excited to see how your work turns out. The question of objectivity is of course very vital to the gnostic.
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Runar

Hi PJ,
93

I'll, do the best, I can.  His Monadology is very difficult for me to fully grasp, because I have my own version of it that I developed five years ago, since his version is similar to my own model, I weary of reading my own ideas into his theory.  

So far it seems that Liebniz is espousing a metaphysical foundation of matter and physics that has mystical/ theological implications.  Basically that all entities, i.e. people, animals, objects are really 'simple substances' called monad's that are un extended as in the Cartesian model. They act on matter and each other, but only indirectly.  The ideal here is that each monad produces its experience (for lack of a better word) of its self and the world through perceptions, the perceptions of each monad influence the nature of the perceptions generated in other monads and viceversa.   (So here there is an objective and absolute nature, but it posseses many relative qualities.) my own observation.  These monads cannot be destroyed but they change and evolve and are thus subject to transformation. 

 

He also postulates the existence of a 'God' external to the monads that causes all of their experiences, while they (the monads) are microcosms of this god.  This is obviously where my version of monadology differs.  

 

I only encountered Leibniz about five years ago after showing one of my own theories to a friend who said that it was very similar to Leibniz.  Now I am actually attempting to read his work in hope further insight into my own model and possible revisions.  

 

My model is almost the same except for different terms and dynamics, one major difference is I attribute divinity as the essence of each monad, which is a fertile and attributeless no-thingness.  This is the diamond essence of being of my version.  On this being of no-thingness is the interplay of tendency, that is inclination, force and will (Hadit) interacting with the infinite possibility of potential impressions (nuit).  The polarity of the will force and the infinite potential of impressions creates subtle perceptions that are actualized from the infinite potential due to the nature of that monad's particular will/tendency.  The longer these perceptions are held, the more gross and concrete they become until an experience of a 'physical' world and of one's self results.  The nature of this collectively created world is determined by the interactions of the collectively wilded perception of each star (monad) through a process of elimination.  I.e.  natural laws are those perceptions willed the most by the collective monad's.  Each monad can effect its environment, yet this effect is partly determined by the inertia  of the total collective wills.  Thus some changes are easier to will than others etc.  

 

here is a quick taste of my version, which interestingly enough I came up with without knowning who Liebniz was.  Both of these explanations are quick and superficial, requiring much work, but they should suffice for now.  The gist of this theories shows an objectivity that is complex and organic.    
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Ryan

Hi Ryan,
93
This is quite interesting.  It seems Liebniz is echoing something similar to what Nagel sets down philosophically.  Both seem to say that the objective is not directly apprehensible.  Liebniz comes closer to the Qabalistic idea of the Ain Soph Aur in promulgating the idea of God as unknowable.  Nagel doesn't seem to be looking so high.  Rather, he's stating that deductive faculties can ascertain what perceptive faculties at this point cannot.
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