93 Runar:

    I was preparing to do some scrying of the sigils of Legba/Exu, when I
noticed that they all contained tridents.  (Legba is not an actual Orisha,
but is the link or gateway which allows contact with the Gods).

    After re-reading your article on the trident, I have some additional
thoughts to add.

    The trident can be perceived as a variation of the cross, wherein the
horizontal bar representing matter is turned upwards at either end.  If this
trident is then envisioned in three dimensions, it becomes a cup or chalice,
with a line extending from the bottom upwards.

       I then superimposed the chalice over the Tree of Life.  The center
point at the bottom of the cup is at Tiphareth, and the two sides extend
upwards to Binah and Chokmah.  The central line originates in Kether and
runs down the path of Gimel to fill the cup.  The path of Gimel is
associated with Atu III, (#3 corresponding with the Trident).  I have
normally thought of energy as originating in the center of the cross, which
in the case of the three dimensional chalice, would be at the very bottom of
the cup. However, a chalice is a feminine, receptive symbol and seems to be
receiving the energy from Kether.

    The  cup itself is feminine, the path of energy runs down Gimel, and the
top edge of the cup is the path of Teth, both of which are feminine paths.
Within the womb of the cup we find the abyss.  Interestingly, the High
Priestess in the Gnostic Mass assumes the posture of the trident when
sitting on the altar.  The cup, a water symbol,  is in contrast to the
masculine phallic arrow of the path of Samech below (Sagittarius being of
fire) . The cup receives energy while the arrow is expulsive.

    Tiphareth is the point of transmutation between the planes of force and
the planes of form, and seems here to be the critical area where cup and
arrow meet.

    What is strange is that this image of the chalice with the circle above
(Kether), is exactly the same as the host being held over the chalice in the
Catholic Mass.

    Any thoughts on this?  And by the way, do you know why the priestess
sits in the posture of the trident during the mass?  I would assume it is to
represent the annihilation of two into one, or the unfolding of
consciousness through the union of opposites.
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Hi Ann,
93
You touch on a lot here and I don't know that your thoughts need corroboration.  More to the point, your thoughts are profound on their own merit as the symbolic system you've set up has its own internal consistency.  As Crowley writes, one must put every last drop of one's blood into the Cup.  In other words, everything is surrendered in order to cross the Abyss.  The annihilation of opposites is the work of the Exempt Adept...it is the Great Work.
The idea of the paten or host as Kether; the one, as one whole being works quite nicely.  In the case of the Gnostic Mass, we are working in Assiah (at least I would surmise) and are dealing with Kether of Assiah.  It of course, has its echo on higher planes.  Even more interesting, it can be deduced from what you write, that we also have the symbolism for the descent of Kether through the Abyss; the one becoming the All ('all' held symbolically through the Cup).  This would be the 'equal and opposite reaction' brought on by the Invocation of the Mass...the spiritual substance fed to the many at the Mass.
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Hi Ann
Pardon the delay in answering, but family stuff and illness have taken my time.

At 23:49 18.07.2005, you wrote:

93 Runar:

    I was preparing to do some scrying of the sigils of Legba/Exu, when I
noticed that they all contained tridents.  (Legba is not an actual Orisha,
but is the link or gateway which allows contact with the Gods).

    After re-reading your article on the trident, I have some additional
thoughts to add.

    The trident can be perceived as a variation of the cross, wherein the
horizontal bar representing matter is turned upwards at either end.  If this
trident is then envisioned in three dimensions, it becomes a cup or chalice,
with a line extending from the bottom upwards.

This is a particular chalice. It doesnt match the imagery of roses but it fits with tulips and other flowers which have that central "thing". (Cant recall the name of it in english)
Because of this difference, this phallos, I made tulips and lilies the flowers to be used in Twin Mass. As I also have invoked the spirit of tulips, I know they have a different sense of unity. They have an awareness of unity, while roses have a want for unity and also expresses this process and then the full satisfaction (intoxication). This makes sense for the trident as a weapon. Despite the mystery of the trident comes to conclusion in Kether, the weapon can be used at all places. The confidence in the unity which usually isnt granted on a lower level is actually one of the vital things one needs to use the trident at a lower level.




       I then superimposed the chalice over the Tree of Life.  The center
point at the bottom of the cup is at Tiphareth, and the two sides extend
upwards to Binah and Chokmah.  The central line originates in Kether and
runs down the path of Gimel to fill the cup.  The path of Gimel is
associated with Atu III, (#3 corresponding with the Trident).  I have
normally thought of energy as originating in the center of the cross, which
in the case of the three dimensional chalice, would be at the very bottom of
the cup. However, a chalice is a feminine, receptive symbol and seems to be
receiving the energy from Kether.

    The  cup itself is feminine, the path of energy runs down Gimel, and the
top edge of the cup is the path of Teth, both of which are feminine paths.
Within the womb of the cup we find the abyss.  Interestingly, the High
Priestess in the Gnostic Mass assumes the posture of the trident when
sitting on the altar.  The cup, a water symbol,  is in contrast to the
masculine phallic arrow of the path of Samech below (Sagittarius being of
fire) . The cup receives energy while the arrow is expulsive.

The chalice is feminine, but the trident combines both anima and animus, and would as such surpass the question of gender. 



    Tiphareth is the point of transmutation between the planes of force and
the planes of form, and seems here to be the critical area where cup and
arrow meet.

    What is strange is that this image of the chalice with the circle above
(Kether), is exactly the same as the host being held over the chalice in the
Catholic Mass.

    Any thoughts on this?  And by the way, do you know why the priestess
sits in the posture of the trident during the mass?  I would assume it is to
represent the annihilation of two into one, or the unfolding of
consciousness through the union of opposites.

Are you here refering to her holding the cup and host? That could also be interpreted as the ka gest (Sign of Shu)


I dont know what Crowley thought, but I see that there now are room for a much wider interpretation of these postures. I also wrote this essay on the LUX signs. Its not posted because its unfinished. It lacks just to write the LUX rite. Pj?

Also in the greater pentagram rite which Crowley wrote, but left unpublished as he found it uninspired, there is the repetition of these gests in sequence; The enterer, the sign of Apophis (actually the posture which is depicted on Atu III) and then the sign of silence. I havent analysed it yet, but it just feels very right and effective. 
I also added it in the update on my Highpriest page, but didnt upload it as there usually was one awkward sentence which had to be corrected. Its up now: http://home.no.net/karl24/DI/G.htm
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Hi Runar,
93
Per the L.V.X. Signs, perhaps a bit more can be said about them, based on what is interpreted in the Fire Opal.  The Sign of Isis (matter and motion) doesn't seem to need any more explanation.  Perhaps here, I can refer you to my writings on the working theories of Mother and Sri Aurobindo.  The Sign of Apophis (purification) could perhaps use a bit more scrutiny.  Personally, there's a sense of yearning when assuming the posture.  I also feel a bit of calling down a bathing in light, which leads naturally to the sign of Osiris (transformation); the indwelling of that light.
Superimposing these signs one on top of the other, I get the sense of the tulip that you delineate; taking a cue from Duchamp's 'Nude Descending a Staircase' and all that implies.  From this, I also get the image of the Trident.  I'm reaching a bit here and the image is not so clear.
But what of Crowley's unpublished Greater Pentagram Ritual?  I've not heard of this.
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Yes we have talked about it a few months ago. I think David cherubim is the only one which have got it up online, but its in an altered version and his corrections isnt highlighted.
I got the original from the Warburg collection by a ex-catholic priest. Since I made it I have become almost dependent upon it. Its something which balances and tells me if I am too far left, which I often am.
The purpose and value of this rite is obvious. For the ones succeeding in obtaining K & C of HGA, the magickal energy and motivation leading one to Tiphareth is drained, and if not having a proper rite which is able to restore the magickal aspiration (oil) to Kether, losing sight is easy. I should have had this rite many years ago.
http://home.no.net/karl24/DI/G.htm
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In a message dated 7/26/2005 6:52:44 PM Eastern Daylight Time, karl24@start.no writes:
This is a particular chalice. It doesnt match the imagery of roses but it fits with tulips and other flowers which have that central "thing". >>
Ah yes, that thing is a stamen, the male reproductive organ of a flower.  This description brings to mind the fleur-de-lys, which does look like a variation of the trident.  
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In a message dated 7/26/2005 6:52:44 PM Eastern Daylight Time, karl24@start.no writes:
Because of this difference, this phallos, I made tulips and lilies the flowers to be used in Twin Mass>>
 in English, the iris (not the lilly) was often called fleur-de-lis since the 16th century. 

The first use of the word "iris" in French is in a 13th c. manuscript, Le Livre des Medecines Simples, where it says: "iris porte roge flor et ireos blanches." The word existed before, to name a prism, or rock through which the light diffracts into a rainbow.  In Greek mythology, Iris was the goddess who acted as the messenger of the gods, and was held to display as her sign, or appear as, the rainbow; hence, allusively, a messenger.
From http://www.heraldica.org/topics/fdl.htm
Looking again the flower or fleur-de-lys shape superimposed on the Tree of Life, the light of Kether, as it passes through the flower, transforms into the Veil of Quesheth (rainbow). 
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Hi Ann,
93
Iris was also the Western Wind and Zephyros was her consort.  You might recall IRIS in Greek letters on my Magick Circle.
93/93
pj
93
I havent yet looked very much at the symbolic meaning of the fleur de lys, but it obviously is linked to trinitarian thought.
Did some investigation in my temple on a few themes here a day to prepare for some instructions. The Caduceus work showed me the basic and important mesage of trinitarian thought and as such how the Romans linked up the egyptians.


AESCLEPIUS Staff
Strange stuff, I notice immediately that this is a complexity of which I would be superficial in experiencing and describing. First, this is no greek, the energies are the same as in Odinism and the religions of sumer and mesopotamia. (Aesclepius lived 1200 BC which was a great migration period)
The energies demands depth meditation as rune workings does and I am in no mood for going that low. The energy is earth, dark, infernal, unconscious and widespread. However in the fullness of the inertia there is a turningpoint where all this nonpower becomes magnetically charged, and I guess thats where the staff comes in. The energy arises and boosts all lifes powers. Fertile, the will to ascension, to the summit.
Of course this stuff works in healing, these powers are real and very connected to matter. But not to jokes.
These powers would match Seb or Gebs. (egyptian)

CADUCEUS:
First impression: This is genious, but I havent seen anything yet. I see suddenly a Roman banner of the caduceus, the serpents are painted on the banner, while the hawkwings and globe is placed on top in metal. 
The feeling is that everything is clear, all is lightened and bright, the solution is here.
There is a viewpoint detached from everything else. Trinitarian solution. There is form and force, matter and will and Us to take charge.
The vision of the serpents painted while the top in metal, symbolises the conquest of the trinitarian over dualism. Egyptians always kept the trinity as the serious alternative. The attitude of the Caduceus, that roman nobility, is very connected to the slogan Man is God and this is actually still very widespread in our western world despite there are not many who says so, most people are able to notice the atheism in western medicine.
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See also this page for more on asclepius and the caduceus

http://drblayney.com/Asclepius.html

