Truth and Beauty Essay takes Keats' poem "Ode on a Grecian Urn" to illustrate that beauty is not necessarily truth when a pleasing form replaces substance.      TRUTH AND BEAUTYAt this point in the year, when time is measured by how many shopping days are left... the Jewish person often finds himself re-defining who he is in relationship to his Judaism. The festival of Chanukah - the most noticeable aspect of Kislev, is all about redefining and rededicating ourselves to the values and principles of Judaism. The word Chanukah itself means dedication.  

Peter Finch, the Oscar-winning Australian film actor, once remarked "When you move an eyebrow in Cinemascope it travels three feet..." Our age is unique in the way we place importance on the way things look, on their external appearance: Whether that appearance is the carefully groomed lines of a Lexus sedan, or the mandatory shape of the human anatomy painfully carved in sweat and toil of so many man-hours of aerobics. We live in a world that is replacing substance with form, reality with appearance.  

In his Ode on a Grecian Urn, John Keats, the English Romantic poet, wrote "Beauty is Truth, Truth, Beauty." Truth and Beauty - two values representing a historic and perpetual confrontation between the People of the Book and The "Beautiful People," - between Jerusalem and Athens.  

It is interesting that Keats chose to write his poem on a Grecian urn, for it was Greece that gave the world the idea that Beauty is, in itself, a supreme ideal. Judaism says that this ideal can become an idol. If Beauty doesn't dwell in the tents of Truth, then 'Beauty' may become a 'Beast' - a pretext for hedonism and immorality.  

But don't think that there is no place for Beauty in the Jewish world-view. The Torah states categorically that aesthetics has a value, but only to the extent that it serves Truth, and uplifts the soul. In other words, Truth is Beauty, but what is beautiful may not necessarily be true. When you gaze into the light of your Chanukah candles, remember that their light shines out with the radiance of the Jewish love for Truth in all the ages.
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Remember, Liber AL teaches us that the Jews half the half. And Motta 

wrote that the Jews carried the Gnosis, the Light for many 

years...but that now that light is held by Thelema. Unfortunately, 

it seems that Thelemites in general (pun intended), are loosing their 

grip. This is sad...just because Liber AL said it was so in 1904ev, 

doesn't mean it will remain so if Thelemites themselves, allow their 

hands to get greasy...it will slip from us and unto another. The 

light seeks its own 'way'. And if we are to be willful servants of 

the star and the snake...the L.V.X., then we must keep our hands 

clean. There is a reason why the Jews lost the light and why others 

before and after them...there is that same reason why I fear we are 

losing it now. Perhaps one can argue that Thelema is a very young 

philosophy. And I've heard others say that the community will mature 

in the future. But again, the L.V.X. seeks its own 'way' and we are 

not its lord, but its servants...its adherents. I can only hope we 

get past the indulgences of the shallow beauty that's been sought 

after up until now in the Thelemic community at-large. Thanks 

JohnMoon and Cammie for the lesson.
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I wasn't even thinking of the Jewish connection when I posted that essay...lol. or the synchroneity of the essay (talking about form vs. substance) with the 'forms' as you explained in answering a guy's questions about Choronzon in an earlier post.   93 Cammy

Then again, I didn't connect the forms with that earlier post...lol  
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