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Just a thought...
How is it that we who are not Adepts, can be so pretentious as to feel that we have some intuitive understanding of the nature of transcendence?  Is it that we have these 'petite morte' experiences and extrapolate from there?  In my mind this seems to be the case.  But then it is all about the mind...isn't it?  Yet, when for example, we are in a state of distress due to a perceived threat, the body joins in a conscious roar (for want of a better phrase).  All the cells of the skin seem to lunge forth along with the musculature that moves to create a defensive posture.  The mind/body reaction seems simultaneous; a part of the 'automatic consciousness' that the Zelator of the A.'.A.'. works to control.
What I find with all of this is that as we move through the Grades, our intuitive understanding becomes guided by the Gnosis of our experiences and the idea of transcendence becomes more and more refined.  That is until the intelligence finally kicks in and recognizes the need to check such certainty with doubt; creating a bit of humility.  But then, is this but some battle with Choronzon?  Can we really look to holy books in order to find an anwer?  I don't think so.
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Following up on my previous post, I think it good to examine the nature of this presumption that we who have not transcended, yet hold some idea of what it should be.  We generally are driven by the idea that it is a perfect equanimity of emotion and the fulfillment of, or the relief from all desires.  Usually, people come to the mystical/magickal arts as 'losers', somehow already blindly focused on their own dysfunctionalism in their lives.  And one's approach may even be tinged with prurient motives ("I can use my abilities to get lots of sex."...I even know of one guy who studied Hatha Yoga with the sole intent of being able to perform fellatio on himself.) and/or be the result of the neurosis that leads to megalomania (petty power lust).
Others are brought to Scientific Illuminism through the use or abuse of drugs, which themselves provide the mind with a unique access to the cerebellum (dreaming/astral body).  Here we find mental phenomena that is described within the common paradigm, an inner world.  The arts and the general ability of some minds for abstract thought seem at least partially aided by drug use for at least a certain percentage.  Drugs open up many minds to abstract abilities of those people that might not otherwise be capable, which even includes the onset of artistic ability.
But it is the intellect that then assesses and develops an analytical interpretation of what originally would be a noetic or anagogic (synthetical/abstract) phenomenon of the mind.  The imagination may be the key to the astral world, but the intellect becomes the validation of what is by nature a very empiric process.  Solipsism and narcissism, which is at the heart of superstition is also the latent danger that comes with this development of the mind.  So that not only is intellection necessary, but an elevated intelligence (beyond the norm) is also a major component; otherwise the mind will be limited in its analytic faculties.
Ultimately, what eventually comes to be called the Great Work is a combination of psycho-physical faculties that require both the emotional and imaginative as it does the intellectual and analytic.  We might call this thesis and anti-thesis, which when properly developed and equilibrated produces transcendence.  Understanding this, might seem enough; but to indulge in speculation beyond, that innate curiosity of humanity, leads us to the prophetic revelation of the contents of the mind and the cycles and archetypes that the mind holds.
Of course, the exoteric religions mistake this for prediction as a superstitious people hunger for a sign; a miracle.  And they don't understand how this assumes a doctrine of pre-determination that ties in all too readily with the egoic presumption that all things as they are, will remain as such, eternally.  In this, the processes that produce clarity of thought and perception in the mind are restricted.  A cognitive dissonance arises from the incessant chatter of the mind that keeps out any cognition that would challenge its dysfunctional structure.
And so the written apocalypses are no longer maps of the human psyche brought to us through a shamanistic, Merkaba tradition; but they are doomsday predictions for the anthropomorphic, jealous and altogether dysfunctional gods that exoteric religions create to validate the inherent dysfunction of the societies which these religions emerge.  But the Scientific Illuminist in mapping these regions and in gaining empiric experience in his or her inner surveys, takes in constant glimpses of this transcendence.
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